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ANNOTATION

The bachelor thesis focuses on human individual in the fiction prose of the father of
science fiction Herbert George Wells, particularly on the way the individual is
described by Wells, and the relationship between the individual and the society in
which he lives. The paper closely analyses the evolution of individual characters,
their role in the story and the perception of individualism in the context of technical
development, which is an essential part of each fictional world of H. G. Wells. The
paper also illustrates methods which are used by individual characters to take
advantage of their development and acquired knowledge within their community and

organized society.
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ABSTRAKT

Tato bakalafska prace se soustiedi na vybranou préozu H. G. Wellse s cilem poznat a
popsat, jakym zptisobem Wells nahlizi na jedince a jeho vztah ke spole¢nosti ve které
Zije. S dlrazem na vyvoj postav, roli a vnimani individualismu v kontextu
technického pokroku, ktery tvoti nedilnou souc¢ast Wellsovych fikénich svétii. Prace
se také pokusi postihnout zpiisoby, jakymi jednotlivé postavy vyuzivaji sviij vyvoj a

nabyté znalosti v rdmci jejich komunity a organizované spolecnosti.
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Introduction

The question of individuality and humanity falls among the topics which are timeless, up-
to-date and always important as well. In the past, the individuality and different opinions in
general were often oppressed and forbidden and those who were somehow different and
special were bullied and even punished or imprisoned. This negative feature of the human
race is present even nowadays in some corners of the world and despite the fact that the
situation has definitely improved, human race is incorrigible. Nowadays, the view of the
future is mostly negative and apocalyptic with a common believe that the human race is
devolving and the technological progress will be one of the reasons for the continuous loss
of individuality, humanity and the eventual downfall of the human race.

However, in the 19" century, especially during the Victorian era, people believed in
bright and shiny future with an enormous amount of advanced technology, which would
only help people and provide better life and less manual work. They also believed in great
and highly evolved community, where everyone would live in harmony. Regardless of race,
belief, origin and individuality.

When Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species in 1859, in which he
presented his theory of evolution, the world changed. It altered the general view of people,
who believed in the Christian theory of creation, which was what Darwin feared, as Professor

Richard J. Evans describes in his lecture called The Victorians: Religion and Science:

In the 1840s, the naturalist Charles Darwin, who had collected fossils and observed the variety
of species on the Galapagos Islands during his voyage on The Beagle from 1831 to 1836, had
kept silent about the theory that he built on his observations, the theory of evolution by natural
selection and adaptation of the species most suited to their changing natural surroundings,
because he feared that it might undermine religion and incite unrest.!

Christians also accused Darwin of taking morality out of nature and degrading
humanity into the mere product of mechanical processes.? This world-changing event was
only the beginning of a new ideology considering human origin, individuality and humanity,

which served as an inspiration for many writers.

! Richard J. Evans, “The Victorians: Religion and Science” (Lecture, Gresham Lecture, Museum of
London, March 14, 2011).
2 Evans, “The Victorians: Religion and Science” (Lecture, Gresham Lecture).
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In the same era of the Victorian England certain Herbert George Wells (1866-1946)
started to publish his series of scientific romances. These science-fiction novels included
apocalyptic visions of the future, where individuality no longer exists and humanity is altered
in many different ways. Advanced technologies and scientific discoveries are used not only
for the good of the human race but they are also misused as a source of destruction,
domination and power for one individual or a certain community. His writing was shocking
and new and he used his view of science and technology as a kind of warning for the human
race and for generations to come, as Jana Schiisselova describes in her bachelor thesis called The

Theme of “Man Playing God” in A Clockwork Orange and Flowers for Algernon:

Despite the fact that Wells was an advocate of science and technology, his science-fiction writing
served mainly as a warning of possible horrors stemming from violent disruptions of natural
processes. He described the creation of a new species through biotechnology and genetic
engineering, but also rejected scientific arrogance and the lack of social conscience and
responsibility.3

Wells’ novels are full of characters who serve as an example of human individuality
and humanity in the future and in the present society as well, which is somehow altered,
changed or even completely absent. The individuality and humanity is affected and
sometimes even considerably altered by aspects, such as science, evolution and advanced
technology. Despite the influence on characters and their behaviour and humanity, these
aspects of science and technology also significantly affect plots of Wells’ novels.

The characters in his novels gain power through advanced technology, scientific
methods and experiments and new experimental inventions. For example, they are able to
time travel (The Time Machine), to be invisible (The Invisible Man), conduct inhuman
experiments to alter evolutionary process, and make animals more human (The Island of
Doctor Moreau). And in specific case, the science of human biology is even responsible for
the failure of an alien invasion on Planet Earth (The War of the Worlds). These novels are
more than suitable for a thorough analysis in terms of its characters and their individuality,
humanity and the influence of community, science and technology, which is the aim of this
bachelor thesis. However, before the analysis itself it is essential to describe and explain
these terms of individuality, humanity, science and technology in greater detail.

3Jana Schiisselova, “The Theme of Man Playing God” in A Clockwork Orange and Flowers for
Algernon. (Bachelor thesis, University of Pardubice, 2013), 19.
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1. Terms of Individuality, humanity, science and technology
1.1. Individuality and humanity

The aspects of individuality and humanity are both very important parts of the human
nature. Different opinions, hobbies, priorities and diverse personalities are all features, which
make people unique and special. If one would look for a more technical and professional
explanation of these terms, it would be fitting to look them up in a dictionary. According to
the Oxford Dictionary, the word “individuality” means, “[T]he qualities that make somebody
or something different from other people or things”.* The origin of the word dates back to
the 17" century, where it was first used in English language. The word has evolved from a
Medieval Latin word individualitas, which is loosely translated as the condition of existing
as an individual .

Therefore, the basic meaning of the word is that all people have their own different
individual personalities, behaviour, hobbies and beliefs. As it was previously mentioned, this
was a problem in the past and it still is nowadays. The issue of individuality brings up
questions of the relation of one individual human being to a group or a society, where he or
she lives. In terms of societies and communities, this can be associated with the relation of
an individual and the ruling system of the country in which he lives. In cases of such a
relationship the ruling system tends to compromise, control and suppress individuality,
personalities, different ideas and opinions of people. For example, the people of
Czechoslovakia were told to believe in the superiority and ideas of the Communist party,
which was the ruling party in the country and for many people this meant to go against their
individual beliefs. However, this theme of free thought is widely used in books of other
authors. For instance, the novel 1984 by George Orwell. H. G. Wells’ prose is different and
the lack of individuality is a more frequent issue in his novels, as seen in The Time Machine.

Individuality is also depicted as a feature of strong personalities, particularly main
characters, leaders and scientists, such as Charles Darwin. In his article “What is
Individuality?” Ashok Natarajan explains that individuality supports thinking and creativity

as well and Darwin himself is a perfect example of a strong individual and original thinking:

Individuality helps original thinking in that it gives the original thinker the courage and bravery
to speak about what he has seen and discovered though it be contrary to established beliefs. For

4 “Definition of individuality,” Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, accessed January 22, 2017,
http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/individuality?g=individuality.

5> “Individuality,” Online Etymology Dictionary, Accessed January 22, 2017,
http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?l=i&p=18.
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example, Darwin had an original insight about the nature of life and discovered the process of
evolution.®

As illustrated by Natarajan, it can be dangerous to hold one’s ground and
individuality, especially in a country with strict dictatorial governments rule. However, there
are people as Charles Darwin who tend to decide to go against the rules and they hold to
their ground and believe in their own individuality. Charles Darwin was a non-conformist
and those are people who refuse to follow the established and widely accepted rules or
thoughts, following their own individual and original path.

Moreover, it is possible to achieve an absolute freedom for one’s individuality and
personal beliefs in countries under dictatorial government. However, according to Wells,

one has to be a despot or a dictator and have a total control over other people:

To have free play for one’s individuality is, in the modern view, the subjective triumph of
existence, as survival in creative work and offspring is its objective triumph. But for all men,
since man is a social creature, the play of will must fall short of absolute freedom. Perfect human
liberty is possible only to a despot who is absolutely and universally obeyed.”

Consequently, the absolute freedom of one’s individual behaviour, personality and
beliefs comes with a substantial drawback in a form of being cruel, selfish and unfair towards
others. This feature can be seen in Wells’ story The Island of Doctor Moreau, which includes
an insane scientist, who is a strong individual with a God complex. This is only one of many
other features of individuality included in Wells’ novels and these are thoroughly analysed
in greater detail in the analytic part of this paper.

All these aspects of individuality are parts and elements included in the nature of the
human race and their humanity. The word humanity can be understood in several different
ways. The Oxford Dictionary states that there are three possible meanings. Firstly, it denotes
people in general, which means that people are able to develop their own and unique aspects
of their personalities. Secondly, it is the state of being a person rather than a god, an animal
or a machine, and thirdly, it can be understood as the quality of being kind to people and
animals by making sure that they do not suffer more than is necessary, which is the quality

of being humane.?

6 Ashok Natarajan, “What is Individuality?” World Academy of Art & Science, February 3, 2010,
Accessed March 3, 2017, http://www.worldacademy.org/forum/what-individuality.

" Herbert George Wells, “CHAPTER THE SECOND: Concerning Freedoms: Section 1,” in A
Modern Utopia (Pennsylvania: The Pennsylvania State University, 2004), 24, Accessed December
14, 20186, http://www.hubertlerch.com/pdf/Wells_A_Modern_Utopia.pdf.

8 «Definition of humanity,” Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Accessed January 22, 2017,
http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/humanity?g=humanity.
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Humanity also allows people to differ and decide what is right and moral and what
is inhuman, wrong and therefore not moral. Morality is, as the second meaning of the word
humanity suggests, what differentiates individual human beings from animals. Therefore,
moral behaviour and morality itself is one of the most important parts of the human nature.
This claim is supported by Francisco J. Ayala in his “The difference of being human:

Morality”, where he quotes Charles Darwin:

In The Descent of Man, and Selection in Relation to Sex, published in 1871, Charles Darwin
wrote: ‘I fully ... subscribe to the judgment of those writers who maintain that of all the
differences between man and the lower animals the moral sense or conscience is by far the most
important.”®

There are other widely known characteristics of humanity, such as social life. Human
race is capable of socializing with others of their kind, sharing food with them, caring for
infants, and building social networks, countries and cities, which helps us to deal with daily
challenges of our environment.

Other features of people’s humanity were partially caused by nature and especially
by the evolution. Human bodies were gradually altering and evolving to accustom to the
environment and to protect itself from dangers on Planet Earth. Eventually, people were able
to walk upright, which gave us better position for hunting and other actions. Human brains
were also evolving and the brain capacity is constantly extending. Thanks to the new brain
capacity, people were able to produce new languages, which gave us the advantage of a more
efficient communication.

Despite the fact, that nature and the evolutionary process gave people their humanity
and individuality, differentiating them from animals, there are people who claim that the
constantly advancing technological progress and a hectic way of life are taking individuality
and humanity away from people and that it disconnects the human race from nature.
Eventually, the lack of contact with nature and the technological progress will be the reason
for the gradual degeneration of the human race.

According to Richard Cicely, Henry David Thoreau, who was a famous
transcendentalist, also believed that men and women are gradually losing their humanity, as

Cicely describes in his “Individuality & Social Conformity — Thoreau’s View™:

Thoreau points out how men are losing their humanity. He states that they work at unfulfilling
jobs just to get by day by day. Instead of being viewed as individuals, humans have ‘no time to
be anything but a machine.” By stating that men are no better than machines, he points to the

® Francisco J. Ayala, “The difference of being human: Morality” (Master’s thesis, Department of
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of California, 2009), Abstract in
Dissertations & Theses, http://www.pnas.org/content/107/Supplement_2/9015.full#sec-1.
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mediocrity of life. Machines are tools utilized to accomplish a task. Nevertheless, autonomy is
replaced by productivity.

As Thoreau states, the topic of humanity is closely related to the topic of technology
and science, which is heavily included in Wells” novels and plays an important role in
affecting characters, their behaviour and personalities, which is the topic of the next chapter.

1.2.  Science and technology
The word “technology” has an interesting past and origin and it dates back to early 17th
cent.! It was coined using two Greek words. The first Greek word is techné, which means
art, skill, and craft or the way, manner, or means by which a thing is obtained. The second
expressions is logos, which refers to an inward thought, a saying, or an expression. So,
literally, technology means words or discourse about the way things are gained.?

On the other hand, the word “science” originated from the Latin verb Scientia,
meaning knowledge or to know .12 The word “science” is frequently used together with the
term fiction, as in “science-fiction”, which is a widely popular genre featuring advanced
scientific and technological aspects and inventions, frequently including the outer space
scenarios as well.

The term “science-fiction” is closely related to H. G. Wells, who, as previously
mentioned, is mostly known for his science-fiction novels and he is even considered to be a
father of this specific genre. However, there is another writer, the French writer Jules Verne,
who is also credited for the creation of this genre and whose writings are also closely related
to the topic of science-fiction. Nevertheless, Verne claimed, that he used different patterns

than Wells in his works and that he does not understand the comparison between them:

‘I do not see the possibility of comparison between his [H. G. Wells’] work and mine. We do
not proceed in the same manner. It occurs to me that his stories do not repose on a very scientific
basis. ... I make use of physics. He invents. | go to the moon in a cannon-ball, discharged from a
cannon. Here there is no invention. He goes to Mars in an airship, which he constructs of a metal
which does not obey the law of gravitation. But show me this metal. Let him produce it.”%*

0 Richard Cicely, “Individuality & Social Conformity — Thoreau’s View,” World Academy of Art &
Science. January 9, 2010, Accessed March 3, 2017,
http://www.worldacademy.org/forum/individuality-social-conformity-%E2%80%93-
thoreau%E2%80%99s-view.

11 «Definition of technology,” Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Accessed January 22, 2017,
http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/technology?g=technology.

12 Kenneth H. Funk, “Thinking Critically and Christianly About Technology” (Master's thesis,
Oregon State University, 2007), 202, http://www.asa3.org/ASA/PSCF/2007/PSCF9-07Funk.pdf.
13 «Definition of science,” Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, Accessed January 22, 2017,
http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/definition/english/science?q=science.

14 Gordon D. Feir, “Struggles and successes,” in H. G. Wells at the End of His Tether: His Social
and Political Adventures (Lincoln: iUniverse, 2005), 26.
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The crucial time for technology and science came with the early Victorian era, as the
whole 19" Century was the time of the Industrial revolution. Victorian engineers were able
to develop more powerful machines, which was the reason for the rising number of new
factories, especially in the textile industry. This century was also called The Age of Steam,
as the power of steam was the main propulsion of these factories.

The new factories and new technologies were not beneficial for everyone. Countless
workers were poor, the working conditions were horrible and with almost no health and
safety at all. Children and women were employed in these factories as well. They were forced
to work for long hours and with no holidays, which eventually resulted in bad health and
even deaths.

Despite these depressing conditions in factories, people were eventually curious and
excited about new technologies, scientific theories and the wave of popularity for the
science-fiction genre was constantly rising, especially after the publication of novels by Jules
Verne and H. G. Wells. Jules Verne’s works prompted people to contemplate about possible
future societies and communities with advanced technologies, while Wells gave people the
idea that technology and science is not only beneficial but dangerous as well.

Both science and technology are probably the most debated topics in the history. The
question is whether it is more beneficial for the human race or it brings only a temporary
improvement, which will eventually have a bad influence on people’s individuality and
humanity and which will be misused against the humanity itself as Mr. Wells describes in
his prose.

Indubitably, technology and science gave us some remarkable inventions in terms of
medicine, health, electricity and computers. Basic inventions, such as the light bulb, are
responsible for the substantial improvement of the human race and their lifestyle. The topic
of technology and science was even more popular and important in the 20" century with two
horrible World Wars, which brought numerous inventions and discoveries to the world and
some of those inventions were indeed featured in novels by Wells himself years before they
were actually created. Occasionally, the war scientists came with inventions, which were
beneficial for the human race but most of them were created in order to destroy the enemy
and wipe-out countless innocent lives.

The military technology gives us a very clear example of the misuse of technology
and science. These inventions brought destruction and death to the world, whether it was in
a form of firearms, missiles or as biological weapons and weapons of mass destruction,

specifically the atomic bomb and nuclear weapons. This misuse was mentioned in a
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statement of the Union of Concerned Scientists from the 1969 MIT conference, which was
held in protest of the actions of the United States in Vietnam and the misuse of science and

technology by the government in general:

Misuse of scientific and technical knowledge presents a major threat to the existence of mankind.
Through its actions in Vietnam our government has shaken our confidence in its ability to make
wise and human decisions. [...] We therefore call on scientists and engineers at MIT, and
throughout the country, to unite for concerted action and leadership: Action against dangers
already unleashed and leadership toward a more responsible exploitation of scientific
knowledge.

The usage and influence of technology and science will definitely continue to be a
debatable topic and a subject of undergoing intense studies, as it seems that there is a new
technology or a new invention with every year. Whether it is a new smartphone, a new high-
definition plasma television or the internet itself.

The human race will undoubtedly continue to develop new technologies and they will
continue to upgrade the old one. The question is, whether it is a good thing, or whether it
will be the reason for the downfall of the human race and their eventual loss of individuality,
humanity and freedom and that is the aim of the analytical part of this paper, to locate and
examine these terms in Wells’ prose and then describe the influence on its characters and

plots.

15 Steve Solnick, “1969-80: The birth of an indignation,” The Tech 100, no. 2 (February 8, 1980): 4,
http://tech.mit.edu/vV100/PDF/V100-N2.pdf.
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2. The practical analysis of the influence of individuality,
humanity, technology and science on characters and plots

in novels by H. G. Wells.
2.1. Individuality and humanity in novels by H. G. Wells.

This chapter analyses the humanity and individuality of characters and races and the
importance of individuality to the plot of each of Wells’ novel. Starting with The Time
Machine.

The attention to humanity and individuality is present throughout the whole novel.
The dystopian future, which is the main setting of the story, serves as a perfect example of
the evolution of the human race. The main character is called the Time Traveller and Wells
himself refers to him only by this title throughout the whole novel. The Time Traveller
travels by his machine to the future world of 802,701 and stumbles across a future, post-
human race of Eloi, which evolved from humans. Eloi descended from the upper class of the
human society. They are calm, kind, clean and playful. Their behaviour is slightly childlike
with a lack of discipline and patience. “[A] queer thing I soon discovered about my little
hosts, and that was their lack of interest. They would come to me with eager cries of
astonishment, like children, but like children they would soon stop examining me and
wander away after some other toy.”® They look very similar, so it is difficult to tell one from

another and there is no sign of physical individuality whatsoever:

I looked at the half-dozen little figures that were following me. Then, in a flash, | perceived that
all had the same form of costume, the same soft hairless visage, and the same girlish rotundity
of limb. It may seem strange, perhaps, that | had not noticed this before. But everything was so
strange. Now, | saw the fact plainly enough. In costume, and in all the differences of texture and
bearing that now mark off the sexes from each other, these people of the future were alike.*’

They lack personality, which is a result of the so-called degradation or devolution.
Wells used the term degradation in his essay “Zoological Retrogression” before publishing

The Time Machine. As Robert M. Philmus explains:

Itis true that Wells himself used that term as early as 1891 in an essay outlining the abstract idea
behind his vision of the future; but in that same essay, entitled “Zoological Retrogression,” Wells
also calls this process of reversion “degradation,” which suggests the step-by-step decline from
man to beast that he was to take up in The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896) as well. More
accurately still, one can define the vision in The Time Machine of Homo sapiens gradually
reduced to species lower and lower on the evolutionary scale as a vision of devolution'®

16 H. G. Wells, The Time Machine (New York: Bantam Books, 2003), 22.

17 Wells, The Time Machine, 22.

18 Robert M Philmus, “The Time Machine: Or, The Fourth Dimension as Prophecy.” PMLA 84, no.
3 (1969): 530-535, www.jstor.org/stable/1261141.
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As mentioned earlier, in The Time Machine the human race in the year 802,701
degenerated through the years into a community, in which people live in harmony but
without any human traits. There are no personal opinions, no critical view, no free thought,
even love is meaningless for the Eloi, as they do not care about others. “[1]t will give you an
idea, therefore, of the strange deficiency in these creatures, when | tell you that none made
the slightest attempt to rescue the weakly crying little thing which was drowning before their
eyes.”*® However, Eloi are not the only result of the human devolution, as there is yet another
species called Morlocks.

The Morlocks are the exact opposite of Eloi, they appear as a more ape-like, with
their appearance and behaviour as well. Their skin is haired and white from the lack of the
Sun light and they are very sensible to light, which is the weakness the Time Traveller
exploits whenever he fights them using the fire from matches. They live underground and at
night they emerge on the surface to hunt and eat the Eloi. However, they are more
technologically advanced than the Eloi as they maintain more remnants of human
technology, which they use to create clothes for the Eloi. So the Eloi are clothed and fed by
the Morlocks and, in return, the Morlocks are allowed to eat some of the Eloi.

The lack of individuality among both species is in fact the reason of the gradual
degeneration. “[I]t was through lack of individual initiative that the Eloi degenerated and the
world of The Time Machine became a lethal rigidity”.?’ The same reason is stated in Kirby
Farrell’s essay “Wells and Neoteny.” “[I]ndirectly, the child's diminished autonomy helps to
account for the Eloi's alarming loss of individuality and gender difference as well as their
communism”?

However, there is one of the Eloi, who manages to mentally differentiate herself from
her kind as her personality and individuality begins to develop. Her name is Weena and the
Time Traveller rescues her from drowning in shallows, when the other Eloi refuse to help
her. After this accident, Weena begins to be emotionally attracted to the Time Traveller and
as an act of gratitude she gives him flowers, which is unusual for the Eloi:

I had got to such a low estimate of her kind that | did not expect any gratitude from her. In that,
however, | was wrong. This happened in the morning. In the afternoon I met my little woman,
as | believe it was, as | was returning towards my centre from an exploration, and she received

19 Wells, The Time Machine, 32.

20 John S. Partington, “The Time Machine and A Modern Utopia: The Static and Kinetic Utopias of
the Early H.G. Wells,” Utopian Studies 13, no. 1 (2002):17, http://www.jstor.org/stable/20718409.
21 Kirby Farrell, “Wells and Neoteny”, in H. G. Well's Perennial Time Machine, ed. George Slusser,
(University of Georgia press, 2001), 71.

17



me with cries of delight and presented me with a big garland of flowers—evidently made for me
and me alone.?

Her relationship with the Time Traveller somehow triggers and awakens her feelings
and her behaviour, which means she slowly becomes to be more human. She has her own
personality, she cares about others, especially about her partner the Time Traveller and her
individuality and personality is slowly evolving back, as she even begins to be more critical
towards the Time Traveller. “[T]hen she gave a most piteous cry, and running to me, she
began to pull at me with her little hands. | think her opposition nerved me rather to
proceed.”? She also poses certain feelings that the other Eloi seem to have lost:

| proceeded, as | have said, to question Weena about this Underworld, but here again | was
disappointed. At first she would not understand my questions, and presently she refused to
answer them. She shivered as though the topic was unendurable. And when I pressed her, perhaps
a little harshly, she burst into tears. They were the only tears, except my own, | ever saw in that
Golden Age.?

The Time Traveller is so emotionally attached to little Weena, that he even decides
to take her with him back to his own time. However, before he is able to get hold of the time
machine from Morlocks, Weena dies in a terrible fire. After this loss, he is devastated and
his hate towards Morlocks increases.

The Time Traveller constantly compares his individuality and humanity with both
Eloi and Morlocks throughout the whole story. At the beginning of his journey, he was
optimistic and believed in the progressivism and the Darwin theory. He believed that the
human race would become more intelligent in the course of the time and would constantly
develop. However, his vision is drastically changing, as he sees the state of the human race
in the future.

After some time spent in this dystopian future and living among the dehumanized
Eloi society, he even experiences some new aspects of his personality, which is drastically
changing and adjusting to new situations, surroundings and the community he currently lives
in. His vision of what is moral and what is not changes drastically, as he has to kill several
Morlocks to defend himself in the underworld. He even finds himself desiring to kill more

of these creatures in an act of revenge:

I longed very much to kill a Morlock or so. Very inhuman, you may think, to want to go killing
one's own descendants! But it was impossible, somehow, to feel any humanity in the things.
Only my disinclination to leave Weena, and a persuasion that if | began to slake my thirst for
murder my Time Machine might suffer, restrained me from going straight down the gallery and
killing the brutes | heard.?

22 \Wells, The Time Machine, 32.
23 Wells, The Time Machine, 40.
24 \Wells, The Time Machine, 37.
25 Wells, The Time Machine, 51.
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There is also an obvious pattern of individuality and connection between dystopian
races of Morlocks and Eloi in the year 802,701 and the human race in the Victorian Era,
which is the present for the character of the Time Traveller. The dinner guests of the Time
Traveller, presenting the audience of the Time Traveller’s story, are all examples of the
luxury Victorian upper class. There is a medical man, psychologist and so on. They are all
unaware of the fact that in time they are destined to become the Eloi and the working class
is destined to turn into Morlocks.

Overall, the lack of human individuality and the gradual change of the human race
into animals with basic instincts and child-like people without any personalities is a result
of degeneration, as John S. Partington explains:

The Eloi degenerated physically and mentally. As they never needed to work to provide for
themselves, and as the Morlocks’ subterranean habitats meant they had no choice but to labour
automatically for the Eloi or face suffocation or starvation, the Eloi no longer required
intelligence or strength and thus, following Darwinian logic, they adapted to their new conditions
and grew mentally and physically weak.?®

In fact, the Time Traveller himself does not seem to be wholly cognizant of the
implications of his theories, “[1]f his [the Time Traveller’s] etiology is correct, the cause of
the degeneration he discovers exists in the present.”?’

As the Time machine presents aspects of individuality and humanity in a group,
Wells’ 1897 novel The Invisible Man is trying to describe individuality and humanity of one
specific individual in a desperate situation, trapped in an eventually hostile society. The
novel follows a story of a scientist named Griffin, whose sudden invisibility is described by
Robert Slifkin, “[T]he story of a young scientist who discovers a chemical potion that allows
him to become invisible, is an allegory for what Wells saw as the inherent dangers of a
physiologically grounded subjective vision.”?

Griffin becomes invisible as a result of his experiment, however, he is unable to make
himself visible again. As he constantly fails in making a curing potion for his invisibility, he
starts to be desperate, violent and hungry for power, which gradually drains his humanity
from him. As he expresses his insane plan, “ ‘[1] told no living soul, because | meant to flash

my work upon the world with crushing effect and become famous at a blow.””?® Griffin is

%6 John S. Partington, “The Time Machine and A Modern Utopia,” 5.

27 Robert M. Philmus, “The Time Machine: Or, The Fourth Dimension as Prophecy,” 534.

28 Robert Slifkin, “James Whistler as the Invisible Man: Anti-Aestheticism and Artistic Vision,”
Oxford Art Journal 29, no. 1 (2006): 56, http://www.jstor.org/stable/3600493.

2 H. G. Wells, The Invisible Man (Project Gutenberg, 2004), 54, Accessed October 24, 2016.
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/5230/5230-h/5230-h.htm.
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eventually evolving into a mad scientist with an obvious goal to conquer the world,
conceiving the plan of the reign of terror, as the invisible man refers to his final plan.

The individuality of Griffin changes rapidly and it is already corrupted at the
beginning of the novel, as he chooses to steal and murder throughout the story in order to
survive, leading in his inhumanity, selfishness and his lack of conscience. He is completely
obsessed and fanatic with his power of invisibility, which results in insanity, as he reveals
his plan to Dr. Kemp:

‘Not wanton killing, but a judicious slaying. The point is, they know there is an Invisible Man—
as well as we know there is an Invisible Man. And that Invisible Man, Kemp, must now establish
a Reign of Terror. Yes; no doubt it's startling. But | mean it. A Reign of Terror. He must take
some town like your Burdock and terrify and dominate it. He must issue his orders. He can do
that in a thousand ways—scraps of paper thrust under doors would suffice. And all who disobey
his orders he must kill, and kill all who would defend them. *3°

Dr. Kemp witnesses Griffin’s shift to pure madness during the story telling and the
following introduction of the insane plan to control the humanity. Despite Griffin’s madness,
Kemp offers to help him, remaining calm unlike the hysterical locals, while patiently waiting
for the authorities to arrive and arrest the invisible man. Eventually, Kemp expresses his

disagreement with Griffin, as the police is already approaching the house:

‘I don’t agree to this, Griffin,” he said. ‘Understand me, I don’t agree to this. Why dream of
playing a game against the race? How can you hope to gain happiness? Don’t be a lone wolf.
Publish your results; take the world—take the nation at least—into your confidence. Think what
you might do with a million helpers—3!

Dr. Kemp is repelled by Griffin’s brutality and finds him insane and eventually helps
the authorities with the capture and killing of the invisible man. However, other characters
from this story are not that hostile at first. Mr. and Mrs. Hall are the owners of the inn where
Griffin stays while trying to find the cure for his invisibility. While Mr. Hall is the first who
suspects Griffin of being invisible, Mrs. Hall is a very friendly woman who likes to interact
with their quests. She feels sorry for Griffin and contemplates on his appearance, as she
suggests that he may have suffered harm as a result of an accident or an operation. “ ‘[T]he
poor soul’s had an accident or an operation or something’, said Mrs. Hall. ‘What a turn them
bandages did give me, to be sure!’”’%? However, with time she also begins to consider Griffin
suspicious and wonders what the real story is and who is hiding behind those bandages.
Eventually, she losses her calm, as Griffin isn’t able to pay for her services, and goes into

his room with the bill and demands to be paid. Griffin hesitates and claims that his money

30 Wells, The Invisible Man, 73.
31 Wells, The Invisible Man, 73.
32 Wells, The Invisible Man, 4.
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has not arrived yet. Nevertheless, he then says that he has some money and at that point Mrs.

Hall’s calm behaviour goes away:

‘That T wonder where you found it,” said Mrs. Hall. ‘And before | take any bills or get any
breakfasts, or do any such things whatsoever, you got to tell me one or two things I don’t
understand, and what nobody don’t understand, and what everybody is very anxious to
understand. | want to know what you been doing to my chair upstairs, and | want to know how
'tis your room was empty, and how you got in again. Them as stops in this house comes in by
the doors—that’s the rule of the house, and that you didn’t do, and what | want to know is how
you did come in. And | want to know— %

Her humanity and hospitality is gone with her patience, and her theories and
suspicion reaches the final level, as the invisible man unveils himself in front of her. This is
a typical example of Wells’ writing. He introduces characters, who are calm, well-balanced
and they present a prototype of polite and decent individual in the society and then puts them
in extreme imaginary situations to examine how they behave when pushed to their limits.

The same exact pattern of an extreme testing of one’s individuality and humanity is
presented by Wells in his 1896 novel The Island of Doctor Moreau. The plot of this novel
also includes the term degradation or degeneration, which was mentioned previously in the
analysis of The Time machine, as Steven McLean describes in his book The Early Fiction of

H.G. Wells and as John Glendening points out in his review of this particular book:

The first of the three sections studies “the pessimistic vision of Wells’ ‘evolutionary fables,””
namely The Time Machine (1895) and The Island of Doctor Moreau (1896). Concerning
evolutionary theory, degeneration, and the relation of animals to humans, this section is the least
innovative of the three. Like the other two sections, it does demonstrate Wells” great involvement
with periodical publications, his own and those of others. It also establishes the theme of Wells’
shifting reactions to the thinking of Thomas Huxley and Herbert Spencer—in particular their
contrasting commitments to forms of cooperation and individualism.3*

The main character is Edward Prendick. Prendick is a member of the upper-class who
survives a shipwreck and shortly after that, he finds himself trapped on an island owned by
Doctor Moreau. Prendick presents a well-balanced character from the upper-class society,
who finds himself on a depressive place and faces some unknown dangerous situations,
which results in altering his personality and individuality. He is an educated man and he
also studied biology, same as Doctor Moreau. His stay on the island, which is full of
individuals called the beast man, makes him think about his humanity and the overall
difference between humans and animals. The beast men are the results of Moreau’s inhuman
experiments. The aim of these experiments is to fully convert animals into humans and the

result is more than debatable, as Prendick describes their appearance:

33 Wells, The Invisible Man, 20.
34 John Glendening, “The Early Fiction of H.G. Wells: Fantasies of Science, by Steven McLean,”
Victorian Studies 52, no. 4 (2010): 646-647, www.jstor.org/stable/10.2979/vic.2010.52.4.646.
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The three creatures engaged in this mysterious rite were human in shape, and yet human beings
with the strangest air about them of some familiar animal. Each of these creatures, despite its
human form, its rag of clothing, and the rough humanity of its bodily form, had woven into it—
into its movements, into the expression of its countenance, into its whole presence some now
irresistible suggestion of a hog, a swinish taint, the unmistakable mark of the beast.%

The beast men strictly follow Moreau’s rules and it seems that they even worship
him. They even have a leader of some kind, who calls himself the Sayer of the Law and

oversees the beast people and their obedience to the law:

In spite of their increased intelligence and the tendency of their animal instincts to reawaken,
they had certain fixed ideas implanted by Moreau in their minds, which absolutely bounded their
imaginations. They were really hypnotised; had been told that certain things were impossible,
and that certain things were not to be done, and these prohibitions were woven into the texture
of their minds beyond any possibility of disobedience or dispute. %

The humanity of these beasts is fairly obvious thanks to their partially successful
transformation into more human-like beings with individual personalities. However, this
effect eventually appears to be only temporal, as their obedience to the law, their humanity
and individuality fades away and disappears after some time. Their personality and
individuality devolves back into their primal animal instincts, which is an obvious sign of
the previously mentioned degeneration, as Roger Bowen describes in his article called
“Degeneration in Moreau”: “[T]he beast people devolve into their more animalistic
tendencies, causing chaos around the island. They forget the code and are thirsty for blood.
Wells further explores the theme of degeneration upon Prendick’s unsatisfying return to
London.”¥

As Bowen describes, Prendick is not comfortable among people after his return from
the island to the civilized London. He is scared of everyone and he can only see the animal
secretly hidden within every human being. He is terrified of the possibility that their animal
instincts will eventually take over their mind and therefore he moves away from the city to
avoid contact with people:

When | lived in London the horror was well-nigh insupportable. | could not get away from men:
their voices came through windows; locked doors were flimsy safeguards. | would go out into
the streets to fight with my delusion, and prowling women would mew after me; furtive, craving
men glance jealously at me; weary, pale workers go coughing by me with tired eyes and eager
paces, like wounded deer dripping blood; old people, bent and dull, pass murmuring to
themselves; and, all unheeding, a ragged tail of gibing children. Then | would turn aside into
some chapel,—and even there, such was my disturbance, it seemed that the preacher gibbered

35 Herbert George Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau (Planet Ebook, 2012), 49, Accessed December
10, 2012, http://www.planetebook.com/ebooks/The-Island-of-Doctor-Moreau.pdf.

3 Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau, 101

37 James Mugele, “Degeneration in Moreau,” Review of Science, myth, and fiction in H. G. Wells’
“Island of Dr. Moreau,” by Roger Bowen, Accessed December 2, 2016,
https://blog.uvm.edu/scalexan-vsf/dr-moreau/degeneration-in-moreau/.
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‘Big Thinks,” even as the Ape-man had done; or into some library, and there the intent faces over
the books seemed but patient creatures waiting for prey.*

The same theme of animals evolving with a substantial help of men is used in Karel
Capek’s satirical dystopian novel War with the Newts, in which the story focuses on
experiments on the newts and their humanizing. Karel Capek was a friend of H. G. Wells,
he admired him and even met him in person. He was inspired by Wells’ novels and he used
a great number of Wells’ themes and ideas from his books in his novels, as described by
Lukas Doubrava in his article “Cesky H. G. Wells”.3® However, War with the Newts shares
more similarity with Wells’ The War of the Worlds owing to the view of individuality,
humanity and with the reaction of the human race to a new different race or a new
civilization.

In the 1898 novel The War of the Worlds, the narrator, whose name is never
mentioned, has a strong grip on reality and presents a one well-balanced character from the
upper class society, as mentioned previously, who faces some unknown dangerous
situations, which test his limits, individuality and humanity. The same exact pattern is
present in several books of Karel Capek as well. The narrator of the story is capable of
staying calm and sensible even when he faces several attacks of the invading Martians.
Unlike, for example, the curate, with whom the narrator hides in an empty cellar and who
eventually loses his temper and calm. The curate refuses to stay quiet in order to avoid the

detection of Martians, who are constantly looking for any survivors of their attack:

‘Shut up!” I said, rising to my feet, and in a terror lest the Martians should hear us. ‘For God’s
sake ‘Nay,” shouted the curate, at the top of his voice, standing likewise and extending his
arms. ‘Speak! The word of the Lord is upon me!’ In three strides he was at the door leading into
the kitchen. ‘I must bear my witness! I go! It has already been too long delayed.” I put out my
hand and felt the meat chopper hanging to the wall. In a flash | was after him. | was fierce with
fear. Before he was halfway across the kitchen | had overtaken him. With one last touch of
humanity | turned the blade back and struck him with the butt. He went headlong forward and
lay stretched on the ground. I stumbled over him and stood panting. He lay still.*

However, the Martians are much more interesting individuals to analyse in terms of
humanity and degeneration as well. The narrator himself deliberates on the idea, that the

Martians descended from beings similar to humans:

To me it is quite credible that the Martians may be descended from beings not unlike ourselves,
by a gradual development of brain and hands (the latter giving rise to the two bunches of delicate
tentacles at last) at the expense of the rest of the body. Without the body the brain would, of

38 Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau, 168-169.

3 Lukas Doubrava, “Cesky H. G. Wells,” Ucitelské noviny: tydenik pro ucitele a pratele skoly 118,
no. 9 (2015): 14-16.

40H. G. Wells, The War of the Worlds, ed. Patrick Parrinder (New York: Penguin, 2005), 223.
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course, become a mere selfish intelligence, without any of the emotional substratum of the
human being.*

They ultimately evolved into creatures with enormous brain capacity. Their massive
intelligence allows them to be technically advanced, which means that they do not need
human body structure anymore and they use machines. Their humanity also changes in an
aspect of morality, as Anne Stiles describes in her article called “H. G. Wells and the
Evolution of the Mad Scientist™:

The invading Martians of Wells’ War of the Worlds, with their advanced civilization and
enormous brains, present a dystopian vision of what might happen if all humans evolved into
geniuses. One obvious consequence of this development would be widespread moral insanity.
The Martians’ amorality is evident soon after they arrive on earth and mercilessly slaughter the
human welcoming party sent to greet them. They later eat the desperate survivors who remain
after they destroy London with terrifying heat rays and toxic gas.*?

The reaction of the human-kind to the existence of an alien race is peaceful at first
and they are curious, which is the sign of humanity and morality. However, after they find
out the intention of the alien race to destroy every life on Earth, they are forced to defend
their Planet. “[M]ankind’s exposure to this advanced race inevitably leads to conflict
between the two cultures and has far-reaching effects on both individuals and entire
societies.” ** The advanced intelligence of these Martians is eventually responsible for their
downfall, as they repeatedly inject the human blood into their bodies and the bacteria present

in the human blood eventually Kills them, as Stiles explains:

The Martians have clearly dispensed with muscular exertion in favor of mechanical intelligence.
This trade-off leaves them consummately vulnerable to disease, since they ultimately succumb,
in a neat final paradox, to earthly bacteria to which humans have gradually evolved a resistance.**

This fact is discovered by the narrator himself as he manages to climb in one of the

alien walking machines, where he finds the Martians motionless and apparently dead:

In another moment | had scrambled up the earthen ram- part and stood upon its crest, and the
interior of the redoubt was below me. A mighty space it was, with gigantic machines here and
there within it, huge mounds of material and strange shelter places. And scattered about it, some
in their over- turned war-machines, some in the now rigid handling- machines, and a dozen of
them stark and silent and laid in a row, were the Martians— DEAD!—slain by the putrefactive
and disease bacteria against which their systems were unprepared; slain as the red weed was
being slain; slain, after all man’s devices had failed, by the humblest things that God, in his
wisdom, has put upon this earth.*®

41 Wells, The War of the Worlds, 204.

42 Anne Stiles, “Literature in “Mind”: H. G. Wells and the Evolution of the Mad Scientist,” Journal
of the History of Ideas 70, no. 2 (2009): 334. http://www:.jstor.org/stable/40208106.

43 Ingo Cornils, “The Martians Are Coming! War, Peace, Love, and Scientific Progress in H.G. Wells's
“The War of the Worlds” and Kurd LaBwitz’s “Auf Zwei Planeten”,” Comparative Literature 55, no.
1 (2003): 24-41, www.jstor.org/stable/4122328.

4 Stiles, “Literature in “Mind”: H. G. Wells and the Evolution of the Mad Scientist,” 335.

4 Wells, The War of the Worlds, 272-273.
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This particular novel presents the possible future results of the evolution and
degeneration of the mankind, as can be clearly seen on the alien life forms, and on the
reaction of the human kind to the hostile extra-terrestrial life attacking the Planet Earth.
Other aspects of humanity and human bodies are very important to the plot of the novel as
well, specifically the bacteria within the human body, which was the final reason for the
downfall of the alien invasion on Earth and the death of Martians.

Overall, these specific novels of H. G. Wells are full of humanity and individuality,
which is represented in countless forms, like the influence on the human race, its future
versions or human-like mutants. His Victorian vision of new dangerous inventions and the
future with the lack of individuality and humanity is frightening and in many ways
revolutionary. Moreover, there are other aspects in Wells’ novels, like technology and
science. These aspects, which are important as well, influence the plot, characters and their

individuality and they are thoroughly analysed in the next chapter of this paper.
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2.2.

The influence of technology and science on characters and plots in
novels by H. G. Wells

Technology and science are both very important features in novels by H. G. Wells. There is

a reason why Wells is called a father of science fiction, as his imaginary technological and

scientific inventions are almost as important as characters in his books. Wells himself

described his usage of scientific methods and technologies in his novels, as it was featured
in the article “Cesky H.G. Wells” by Doubrava:

If we leave out fantasy novels based on scientific research, the basic element of fantasy in novels
has always been magic. However, even at the end of the last century it was difficult to extract
any realism from the magic of what is happening in the book. It came to me, that the usual
conversation with the devil, or the magician, can be replaced with a metaphorical usage of
scientific facts. It was not a fundamental discovery, | was simply able to replace the old fetish
with a new current one and if possible, | was able to get it closer to the current state of theoretical
way of thinking. (My translation) 46

The important scientific aspect and the involvement and detailed description of

machines and technology is a significant strong point of Wells’ writing and his magnificent

talent is well described by Mary Austin in her essay titled “An Appreciation of H. G. Wells,

Novelist”:

In nothing is this contemporaneous character of Mr. Wells” work as notable as in his acceptance
of the machine. Gears and coherers, radioactivities and the powers are as much a factor of Mr.
Wells” world as pounds, shillings and pence. They are part of the communicating medium. That
is, perhaps, why he is able to make them pass current in his tales as no other, not excepting Mr.
Kipling, has done. Mr. Kipling’s feeling for machinery is the feeling of a poet, it comes alive for
him, presents itself as personality; but Mr. Wells’ feeling is of a man stretching himself and
realizing to the full his extended capacities and powers.*’

The importance of technology, science and its influence on characters and the plot is

fairly visible in each of the previously mentioned books of Mr. Wells. An appropriate

starting point for the analysis is The Time machine. In this novel, the technological invention

of the time traveling transport vehicle is the reason for the adventures of the Time Traveller,

as he discovers the races of Eloi and Morlocks, who, as mentioned in the previous chapter,

lack individuality and are all results of an apocalyptic evolution and the gradual degeneration

% Pokud ponechame stranou fantastickd dila zaloZena na védeckém badani, byla zakladem
fantastického prvku az dosud magie... Avsak jiz koncem pfedminulého stoleti bylo velmi obtizné
vytézit z magie sebemensi kapicku viry v realnost toho, co se odehrava. Napadlo mé, Ze obvykly
rozhovor s d’ablem nebo kouzelnikem muze byt zaménén obraznym vyuzitim védeckych fakti. Nebyl
to zadny velky objev. Zameénil jsem jen stary feti§ sou¢asnym, a pokud by to bylo mozné, priblizil
jsem ho trovni soucasného teoretického mysleni.

Doubrava, “Cesky H. G. Wells,” 15.

47 Mary Austin, An Appreciation of H. G. Wells, Novelist (Blackmask online, 2001), 2, Accessed
October 13, 20186, http://www.searchengine.org.uk/ebooks/11/9.pdf.
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of the man-kind, which presents the important scientific aspect of the plot, as described by
George Guffey in his review of H. G. Wells: Early Writings in Science and Science Fiction:

The Time Machine, then, brings together in an aesthetic synthesis ideas that Wells had previously
dealt with separately, by and large. It represents the confluence of the 'invention' of time-travel,
an apocalyptic theory of evolution, and the metaphysical complementarity between human and
cosmic standpoints which connects the rationale for time-travel with the prophetic vision thereby
achieved. %8

According to Steven Best and Douglas Kellner, Wells was a strong supporter of the
evolution theory and he liked to imagine the human race evolving and then mutating into
new surprising species*®, which is especially visible in The Time Machine itself, as explained

in their essay “H.G. Wells, Biotechnology, and Genetic Engineering: A Dystopic Vision”:

In The Time Machine, Wells portrayed humans as changing into new species. Envisaging the
coevolution of humans, science, technology, and society, he foresaw the possibility of drastically
different forms of human life and society. Moreover, in a ruthlessly negative, nihilistic vision,
Wells depicts a terrifying future for humanity. The novel imagines an entropic collapse not only
of civilization, but the earth itself, devoured in the red hot fireball of an exploding sun. %

Considering the technological aspect of the story, the time machine itself is an object
of passion and devotion of the Time Traveller, who is very proud of his great invention at
the beginning of the story. He truly believes in its function as he describes the model of his

machine to his guests:

‘This little affair,” said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the table and pressing his
hands together above the apparatus, ‘is only a model. It is my plan for a machine to travel through
time. You will notice that it looks singularly askew, and that there is an odd twinkling appearance
about this bar, as though it was in some way unreal.” He pointed to the part with his finger. ‘Also,
here is one little white lever, and here is another.” [...] ‘It took two years to make,” retorted the
Time Traveller. Then, when we had all imitated the action of the Medical Man, he said: ‘Now |
want you clearly to understand that this lever, being pressed over, sends the machine gliding into
the future, and this other reverses the motion. This saddle represents the seat of a Time Traveller.
Presently I am going to press the lever, and off the machine will go. It will vanish, pass into
future Time, and disappear. Have a good look at the thing. Look at the table too, and satisfy
yourselves there is no trickery. | don't want to waste this model, and then be told I’m a quack.’>!

Furthermore, the story develops and the machine gets lost in the future, therefore, the
Time Traveller’s passion rises, as he is forced to locate and fight for his only means of travel,
which is capable of transporting him back to his own time period. He becomes more
intrigued and violent towards the race of Morlocks, who are responsible for the
disappearance of the machine and even for the death of Weena, the Time Traveller’s only

48 George Guffey, “H. G. Wells: Early Writings in Science and Science Fiction,” Nineteenth-Century
Fiction 31, no. 2, (1976): 241, Accessed October 13, 2016,

www.jstor.org/stable/2933509.

49 Douglas Kellner and Steven Best, “H.G. Wells, Biotechnology, and Genetic Engineering: A
Dystopic Vision” (Essay, UCLA Graduate School of Education & Information Studies, 2009), 4,
https://pages.gseis.ucla.edu/faculty/kellner/essays/hgwellsbiotechgenetic.pdf.
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51 Wells, The Time Machine, 8-9.

27



friend in the future. After that, as he mourns the death of his friend, he prepares to attack the
pedestal, where the time machine is supposed to be hidden. However, he is pleasantly
surprised as he finds the pedestal open and the machine in it. This brings to him an inkling

of hope and it partially calms him:

As | approached the pedestal of the sphinx I found the bronze valves were open. They had slid
down into grooves. At that | stopped short before them, hesitating to enter. Within was a small
apartment, and on a raised place in the corner of this was the Time Machine. | had the small
levers in my pocket. So here, after all my elaborate preparations for the siege of the White
Sphinx, was a meek surrender. | threw my iron bar away, almost sorry not to use it. A sudden
thought came into my head as | stooped towards the portal. For once, at least, | grasped the
mental operations of the Morlocks. Suppressing a strong inclination to laugh, | stepped through
the bronze frame and up to the Time Machine. 52

Nevertheless, thanks to the science and technology of the time machine, as he is
forced to live in this future, his personality and also his view of the future is forever altered.
Thanks to his invention, he is able to closely study and observe the result of the human
evolutionary process, more specifically the future races of Eloi and Morlocks. He studies
their behaviour, visage and the resemblance to the present form of the human race, which
means the Victorian era people from the Time Traveller’s point of view. However, he is
forced to leave the future in a hurry, while escaping the Morlock attack. These adventures
only supports even greater awakening of his curiosity. The reader is told that he eventually
returns to the future using the time machine once again.

Technology and science is often a source of great power for an individual or a specific
group of people and this specific theme can be seen in many novels of Mr. Wells. The
invention of the time machine gave the Time Traveller the power to travel through time and
in the novel The Invisible Man, the main character called Griffin gains the power of
invisibility through technology and science as well.

Griffin’s scientific discovery awakens his inner desire to control and rule the world
with the help of his new powers. He thinks that his invisibility will give him the ultimate
power, however, he misunderstands invisibility with invincibility. Steven Best and Douglas
Kellner sententiously describe the character as the perfect example of the dark side of science
and its usage in their essay “H.G. Wells, Biotechnology, and Genetic Engineering: A
Dystopic Vision™:

The Invisible Man presents human beings shattering the limits of scientific possibility and
creating a new type of freakish being. An alien among his own kind, Dr. Griffin is a Faust-like
scientist whose “strange and evil experiment” succeeds on a technical level, rendering him
invisible. But the discovery dooms him in the social context he cannot escape. Ruthlessly selfish,
“powerful, angry, and malignant” driven toward immoral acts and insane visions, Griffin
symbolizes all that can go wrong with science, as the communities he terrorizes unite against

52 Wells, The Time Machine, 62.
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him. Griffin’s knowledge remains secret, but the slumbering power of science to create miracles
and/or monstrosities could be recovered and used at any time.

Griffin, a scientist and an ‘experimental investigator’, as he is called in the novel,
explains the scientific aspect and the process of making things and people invisible in a great
detail while talking to Doctor Kemp:

“You make the glass invisible by putting it into a liquid of nearly the same refractive index; a
transparent thing becomes invisible if it is put in any medium of almost the same refractive
index.[...].

‘Yes, yes,” said Kemp. ‘But a man's not powdered glass!’

‘No,’ said Griffin. ‘He's more transparent!’

‘[...] Just think of all the things that are transparent and seem not to be so. Paper, for instance, is
made up of transparent fibres, and it is white and opaque only for the same reason that a powder
of glass is white and opaque. Oil white paper, fill up the interstices between the particles with
oil so that there is no longer refraction or reflection except at the surfaces, and it becomes as
transparent as glass. And not only paper, but cotton fibre, linen fibre, wool fibre, woody fibre,
and bone, Kemp, flesh, Kemp, hair, Kemp, nails and nerves, Kemp, in fact the whole fabric of a
man except the red of his blood and the black pigment of hair, are all made up of transparent,
colourless tissue. So little suffices to make us visible one to the other. For the most part the fibres
of a living creature are no more opaque than water.’%*

Despite his invisibility, Griffin has another considerable quality of his personality
and that is anger. Throughout the book, his individuality and humanity constantly and
drastically changes, as his behaviour is less and less patient and he eventually loses his
temper. As a result, he even loses an important aspect of humanity, his morality. He becomes
nervous with every action he makes and his invisibility makes it even worse. One of the
chapters of the novel is even appropriately named The invisible Man loses his Temper.

Griffin’s scientific obsession about his discovery can be clearly seen in this extract
and his passion for it is the reason for his eventual insanity. He refuses to work for the good
of humanity, to improve science and technology and to help others. Instead, he wants an
unlimited power for himself. This is an interesting behaviour for a scientist, as the people of
the Victorian era knew science as a way of finding the truth, through which they could find
new ways to improve human life and society. The word scientific was even seen and used to
point out something, which is futuristic and modern.>

However, the story of Wells’ The Invisible Man clearly shows the other side of
science and possible dangers of using new discoveries and scientific experiments as an

advantage for individuals, such as Griffin, or groups in wars and conflicts to come.

53 Kellner, “H.G. Wells, Biotechnology, and Genetic Engineering: A Dystopic Vision,” 5.
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The subject of science and technology is very important even for the plot and
characters of The War of the Worlds, where the technological and scientific progress
combined with the human and alien evolution presents an interesting viewpoint at the
possible future conflict between two races with a similar origin but on a different level of
development.

The novel itself is filled with technology and science and is considered one of the
best science-fiction stories ever created. The basic idea of the novel is Darwin’s theory of
evolution and the invading Martians are on a different level of evolution, physically and
technologically. As it was previously mentioned, Martians seem to be descendants of a race
similar to humans and the evolutionary process has entailed their appearance. This is the
reason for the elimination of their individuality and emotions and their technology is far
more advanced than that of humans. They visually resemble an octopus with numerous
tentacles and they survive by injecting the blood of their victims into their bodies. The theory
of evolution quickly influenced the world after it was revealed and not only scientifically as
it is described Alex C. Hawley in his article “Revisiting H.G. Wells’ Depiction of Science
and Religion in War of the Worlds”:

War of the Worlds was only written a few decades after Darwin published his theory, yet it shows
how quickly and powerfully his theory impacted the world, both scientifically and religiously.
In the novel we see our planet invaded and unmercifully attacked by Martians. The protagonist
of the novel is depicted as a sensible, intelligent human being who we as readers know ultimately
survives the attack because he tells it in the past tense. Through the text, Wells makes it obvious
that the protagonist is fully aware of technology and what it has to offer.>®

According to Hawley, the narrator of the story understands the advantage of the
superior technology of Martians, as he is a philosopher and a man of intellectual curiosity,
which is the reason for his strong grip of reality throughout the story. He even ponders on
the origin and functioning of the Martian technology, specifically the so-called tripods. He
even compares the reaction of the human-kind to the unknown technology with the reaction

of animals to the human technology:

They seemed amazingly busy. | began to ask myself what they could be. Were they intelligent
mechanisms? Such a thing | felt was impossible. Or did a Martian sit within each, ruling,
directing, using, much as a man’s brain sits and rules in his body? I began to compare the things
to human machines, to ask myself for the first time in my life how an ironclad or a steam engine
would seem to an intelligent lower animal.%

%6 Alex C. Hawley, “Revisiting H.G. Wells’ Depiction of Science and Religion in War of the
Worlds” Inquiries Journal/Student Pulse 2, no. 03 (2010): 1, 2010, Accessed October 3,

2016, http://www.inquiriesjournal.com/articles/190/revisiting-hg-wells-depiction-of-science-and-
religion-in-war-of-the-worlds.
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The attacking Martians even use biological weapons, which is an astonishing
prediction made by Wells, as the deadly gas was unfortunately invented and used years later
during the First World War. The narrator even witnesses the terrifying Martian biological

attack:

Each of the Martians, standing in the great crescent | have described, had discharged, by means
of the gun-like tube he carried, a huge canister over whatever hill, copse, cluster of houses, or
other possible cover for guns, chanced to be in front of him. Some fired only one of these, some
two—as in the case of the one we had seen; the one at Ripley is said to have discharged no fewer
than five at that time. These canisters smashed on striking the ground—they did not explode—
and incontinently disengaged an enormous volume of heavy, inky vapour, coiling and pouring
upward in a huge and ebony cumulus cloud, a gaseous hill that sank and spread itself slowly over
the surrounding country. And the touch of that vapour, the inhaling of its pungent wisps, was
death to all that breathes.®

However, the most important scientific aspect, which heavily influences the plot of
the War of the Worlds, is the human biology. The human bacteria, already mentioned in the
previous chapter, is the reason for the failure and death of Martians and it saves the planet
Earth and the human race from extinction. The Martian bodies are not capable of resisting
the human bacteria, which is included in the human blood injected into their bodies. The
narrator can see the downfall of the advanced technology in possession of each individual
Martian, who is defeated by nature and as it is widely known, nature and life always finds a
way. He eventually describes the bacteria and its important and final effect itself in a

wonderful way:

These germs of disease have taken toll of humanity since the beginning of things—taken toll of
our pre-human ancestors since life began here. But by virtue of this natural selection of our kind
we have developed resisting power; to no germs do we succumb without a struggle, and to
many— those that cause putrefaction in dead matter, for instance —our living frames are
altogether immune. But there are no bacteria in Mars, and directly these invaders arrived, directly
they drank and fed, our microscopic allies began to work their overthrow.>®

Science itself is a matter of human curiosity. Every scientist conducts their research
to find the truth or to test specific limits of nature. This pattern of curiosity is used by Wells
in his Island of Doctor Moreau, where the character of Doctor Moreau is a scientist driven
by his curiosity. He is trying to determine the limit of human and animal evolution by
conducting horrifying and unhuman experiments on animals and making them more human,
to humanize them, their bodies, minds and their behaviour as well. Doctor Moreau tries to
explain his experiments to obviously shocked Prendick:

‘Yes. These creatures you have seen are animals carven and wrought into new shapes. To that,
to the study of the plasticity of living forms, my life has been devoted. | have studied for years,
gaining in knowledge as | go. | see you look horrified, and yet | am telling you nothing new. It
all lay in the surface of practical anatomy years ago, but no one had the temerity to touch it. It is

58 Wells, The War of the Worlds, 137-138.
59 Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau, 273.
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not simply the outward form of an animal which | can change. The physiology, the chemical
rhythm of the creature, may also be made to undergo an enduring modification,—of which
vaccination and other methods of inoculation with living or dead matter are examples that will,
no doubt, be familiar to you. A similar operation is the transfusion of blood,—with which subject,
indeed, | began.’°

This unimaginable research only supports Moreau’s curiosity, which results in his
lack of compassion towards the animal victims of his experiments. He insanely continues
with his tests with a view of better future. The human scientific progress is Moreau’s goal,
however, he intends to reach this morally correct objective through pain and suffering of
other beings. He even argues and defends the idea, that most scientific breakthroughs were

discovered by accident or they were results of someone’s cruel and inhuman experiments:

‘Some of such things have been hit upon in the last resort of surgery; most of the kindred
evidence that will recur to your mind has been demonstrated as it were by accident,—by tyrants,
by criminals, by the breeders of horses and dogs, by all kinds of untrained clumsy-handed men
working for their own immediate ends. | was the first man to take up this question armed with
antiseptic surgery, and with a really scientific knowledge of the laws of growth. Yet one would
imagine it must have been practised in secret before. Such creatures as the Siamese Twins—And
in the vaults of the Inquisition. No doubt their chief aim was artistic torture, but some at least of
the inquisitors must have had a touch of scientific curiosity.’ !

His abilities and power of making animals into human-like beings creates a type of a
God complex within him. As it was previously explained, he creates a set of laws, which the

best people mostly obediently follow:

‘Cease!’ said Moreau, in his firm, loud voice; and the Beast People sat back upon their hams and
rested from their worshipping. ‘Where is the Sayer of the Law?’ said Moreau, and the hairy-grey
monster bowed his face in the dust. ‘Say the words!” said Moreau. Forthwith all in the kneeling
assembly, swaying from side to side and dashing up the sulphur with their hands,—first the right
hand and a puff of dust, and then the left,—began once more to chant their strange litany. When
they reached, ‘Not to eat Flesh or Fowl, that is the Law,” Moreau held up his lank white hand.
‘Stop!” he cried, and there fell absolute silence upon them all.’¢?

He is able to control the animal behaviour by implementing these laws and whenever
some of the beast folks breaks the law, Moreau takes them back to his house and in his
laboratory makes them human again. The beast people are afraid of Moreau and going back
to the House of Pain, where they would face the excruciating pain all over again. This can

be seen when the Leopard man faces Moreau after breaking the law:

‘Who is he?’ cried Moreau, and looked round at their faces, cracking his whip. I fancied the
Hyena-swine looked dejected, so too did the Leopard-man. Moreau stopped, facing this creature,
who cringed towards him with the memory and dread of infinite torment. “Who is he?’ repeated
Moreau, in a voice of thunder. ‘Evil is he who breaks the Law,” chanted the Sayer of the Law.
Moreau looked into the eyes of the Leopard-man, and seemed to be dragging the very soul out
of the creature. “Who breaks the Law—‘said Moreau, taking his eyes off his victim, and turning
towards us (it seemed to me there was a touch of exultation in his voice). ‘Goes back to the
House of Pain,’ they all clamoured,—goes back to the House of Pain, O Master!” ‘Back to the

50 Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau, 88.
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House of Pain,—back to the House of Pain,” gabbled the Ape-man, as though the idea was sweet
to him. ‘Do you hear?” said Moreau, turning back to the criminal, ‘my friend—Hullo!”®3

This particular book is made to provoke such feelings as disgust and the character of
Doctor Moreau perfectly represents this very purpose. The character itself is also closely
related to the situation in the Victorian England. It specifically represents the view of the
people of the Victorian era on the experimental science and experiments on animals, as
Roger Luckhurst describes in his article called “An introduction to The Island of Dr. Moreau:
science, sensation and degeneration”: “[D]octor Moreau is a character constructed from
English fears about new kinds of Continental experimental medical science. When these
ideas arrived in England in the 1870s, there was a vigorous campaign against the vivisection
of animals in laboratories.””®

Moreover, it is understandable that these science-fiction novels are over-filled with
scientific and technological features. What is more exceptional and remarkable, is the way
H. G. Wells is able to predict many inventions before their actual creation and he is even
able to warn people about the potential misuse of these new advanced technologies and
scientific discoveries. These features are ingeniously implemented into the story of each of
his scientific romances and the characters in these novels are substantially influenced by
them. They are able to do unimaginable things, such as to travel through time, or even to
gain new superhuman abilities. The misuse of scientific knowledge or science itself is
present in these novels as well and it is occasionally also helping the human race like in The
War of the Worlds. Therefore, the human race should learn from possible dangers and
advantages of advanced technology and science featured in Wells’ novels, its plots and
individual characters. As it provide guidance and countless advices, such as the fact that it
is widely known that it is dangerous to give a great deal of power to only one individual man

who could eventually abuse his newly gained power in his favour.

8 Wells, The Island of Doctor Moreau, 115.
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3. Conclusion

H. G. Wells’ prose provides a great number of interesting characters and thoughts. However,
The Time Machine, The War of the Worlds, The Island of Doctor Moreau and The Invisible
Man are novels, which are especially rich in terms of characters with complex personalities,
their individuality and humanity as well. Wells was able to create them in a way that their
individuality and humanity is expressed, altered and influenced in many diverse ways and
by different means, such as the evolution, technology and science.

Overall, the humanity and individuality is heavily represented in these novels,
whether it is the human race, its future versions or human-like mutants. Wells’ Victorian
vision of the future is mostly more negative than positive, as the individuality and humanity
in his novels is slowly disappearing or it is already completely absent. The results of new
scientific experiments in his novels also have negative consequences on humans and animals
as well and the invading aliens from The War of the Worlds, who possibly evolved from
creatures similar to humans, lack individuality and other human features like their immunity
and morality.

Wells’ prose shares several similar features like the evolution, the gradual
degeneration and the dark side of the technological progress of the human race. Evolution
and degeneration are the reasons for the lack of individuality and humanity in future
societies, as can be seen in The Time Machine and for the loss of physical abilities as shown
in The War of the Worlds. These novels are presenting the fact that the human race is slowly
devolving and that the technological progress is not only the mean of improvement, but that
it will also be the reasons for the continuous loss of individuality, humanity and the eventual
downfall of the human race. The issue of evolution and morality is also expressed by
inhuman and horrible experiments on animals in The Island of Doctor Moreau, which are
conducted in order to examine the extremes of animal and human evolutionary process.

Wells’ intention is clearly to warn people about the misuse of new advanced
technology by one individual or a group and also about the possible danger of the continuous
industrialization, which will be the reason for the eventual loss of people’s individuality and
humanity. This was a widely discussed topic in the Victorian era, as people could see
technology and science only as a mean to achieve progress and improvement for the human
race. H. G. Wells also tends to stress and show aspects of the importance of individual
personalities, different opinions, beliefs, general freedom and humanity of people.
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H. G. Wells is using his science fiction novels as a tool for exploration of extremes
of human behaviour, as it was previously mentioned. He uses his novels and its stories for
putting his characters in imaginary conflicts, where he can examine how they behave, when
they face an unknown and dangerous situation and when they are pushed to the limits of
experience. He studies and observes if their humanity and individuality will somehow
change, alter or completely disappear. His novels also contain an enormous amount of
scientific and technological aspects, which are ingeniously implemented into each sci-fi
story and they are greatly affecting characters, their individuality and plots as well. These
aspects are timeless as well, as Mr. Wells was able to predict many scientific and
technological discoveries and through his characters he was able to describe humanity and
individuality affected by an advanced science and new technologies, whether it is a good
way of affection or the bad, even horrible one.

As it is mentioned in the theoretical part of the paper, H. G. Wells was able to adjust
the old pattern of popular literature and he replaced the magic theme with a more realistic
and contemporary theme of science and advanced technology. This theme allows Wells’
characters to use specific advantages throughout their stories. These advantages are
represented by countless different scientific and technological methods and inventions,
which are used to gain certain powers, such as to travel through time, to fight aliens and to
conduct new and dangerous experiments. These features permit them to test their
individuality, personality and humanity.

In most of the stories, these aspects are eventually significantly altered, as individual
characters in all analysed novels of H. G. Wells follow a very similar pattern. Firstly, they
find themselves in a new dangerous situation and surroundings, like facing an invasion of an
unknown alien species, being in a different time period, at a secluded island, or being
invisible and not being able to reverse this effect. After that, these characters are going
through some traumatic experience, such as learning a terrible truth, or seeing a horrible
vision of the future. Then they gradually learn to survive in these difficult conditions and
environments and finally, they either find a way out and they survive, or they die. If,
however, they are alive by the end of the story, their individuality, personality and humanity
is forever altered and changed. The alternation is expressed in a negative and in some cases
also in positive ways. The negative way is presented in a form of terrible psychological
consequences, such as being forever terrified of people and animals or knowing the
inevitable and unfortunate future fate of the man-kind. The only positive way of alternation

presented in the novels, which are analysed in this paper, is depicted in The War of the

35



Worlds. By the end of this story, the main character of the narrator fortunately survives every
alien attack and after that, he even witnesses the death of the invading Martians. The outcome
of the novel is therefore positive, the human-race eventually prevails and the Earth is saved.
By and large, Wells used his unique writing pattern in his prose, which was new and
revolutionary in the time of the Victorian era. By using his exceptional pattern and countless
individual characters, which are analysed in great detail in the analytical part of this paper,
he managed to address sensitive topics and stress the importance of people’s individuality,
personality and humanity. These aspects, which are unique for every human being in the
world, are still up-to-date and their importance will progressively continue to rise with the
unstoppable and inevitable technological and scientific progress of the human race.
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Resumé

Hlavnim cilem této bakalaiské prace je podrobné zanalyzovat individualitu, jedine¢nost a
lidskost postav ve vybranych romanech Herberta George Wellse. Soucasti prace je také
zohlednit, do jaké miry byl jejich vyvoj a role v ptibéhu ovlivnéna témito vlastnostmi a také
technologii a védou, ktera je nedilnou soucasti vétSiny Wellsovych roménu.

V prvni ¢asti prace, ktera je teoreticka, jsou vysvétleny terminy individuality,
lidskosti, technologie a védy. VsSechny tyto terminy jSou popsany a vysvétleny
z etymologického hlediska, tedy z hlediska ptivodu a vyvoje urcitého slova. Je také objasnén
historicky pohled na tato slova, napiiklad v dobé Viktorianské Anglie, kdy Charles Darwin
zveiejnil svou pielomovou teorii evoluce. Tato teorie v mnoha ptipadech souvisi praveé s
tématy této prace a to jak v obecné roving, tak v konkrétnich romanech od Wellse. Pravé
Wells totiz publikoval své romany Vv této dobé a nékteré vyznamy a terminy byly v jeho
knihach spojeny s Darwinovou teorii a to bylo pro ¢tenafe naprostou novinkou a piedmétem
Zhavych diskuzi. Posléze je v obecné roviné popsan zpusob, jak jsou tyto terminy
vyobrazeny a pouzity pravé v romanech H. G. Wellse.

V nasledujicich dvou kapitolach analytické ¢asti prace jsou tyto terminy postupné a
podrobné analyzovany a vyhledavany ve vybranych védecko-fantastickych romanech od H.
G. Wellse. Konkrétné¢ v jeho nejslavngjsich dilech jako jsou The Time Machine, The
Invisible Man, The War of the Worlds a The Island of Doctor Moreau. Prace v téchto dilech
vyhledava konkrétni ptiklady textu, dialogu a ptibéhu, na kterych je poté podrobné
predstaven aspekt postav, jejich individuality, lidskosti a jedine¢nosti a také technologie a
védy, ktera znaénym zplsobem ovliviiuje ptib&h, postavy, jejich vyvijejici se vlastnosti a
povahu.

Prvni analyzované dilo je The Time Machine, kde hlavnim vysledkem analyzy je
evolu¢ni proces a degenerace nebo degradace lidské rasy do novych druhii ras a skupin jako
jsou Eloi (byvaly vrchni téida) a Morlockové (byvalé niZsi a stiedni téidy) v roce 802,701.
Clenové téchto skupin postradaji individualitu, osobnost, lidskost a moralku. Nicméné,
vysledek tohoto degeneracni procesu evoluce miize byt obracen, jak je vidét v piipadé ¢lenky
skupiny Eloi Weeny, ktera v pribéhu ptibehu ziskava nékteré aspekty jeji individuality zpét.
Technologicky aspekt tohoto ptib¢hu je prezentovan ve formé samotného vynalezu stroje

Casu, ktery dovoluje cestovatel v ¢ase vidét budoucnost a jeho obyvatele.
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Dalsi analyzované dilo je The Invisible Man, kde je aspekt individuality prezentovan
ve form¢ hlavni postavy Griffina, ktery ziska schopnost neviditelnosti prostfednictvim
jednoho ze svych experimentl a zoufale se snazi zvratit jeho ucinek. V disledku toho
pomalu ztraci rozum a hodla zneuzit svou schopnost a dobyt svét. Jeho nové ziskané
schopnost je hlavni divod pro jeho postupné Silenstvi a pozménovani jeho individuality a
moralky, coz ma za nasledek jeho nelidské a sobecké chovani. Postupné se z n¢j stava
naprosto posedly fanatik, coZ je nakonec divod jeho padu a nevyhnutelné smrti. Griffin je
vyjimecnym piikladem temné strany védy a techniky. Nazorn¢ ukazuje mozné nebezpeci
zneuziti novych technologickych objevt a védeckych experimentt jednotlivei ¢i skupinami
v moznych budoucich konfliktech.

Nasledujici roman je The Island of Doctor Moreau, ktery zahrnuje problematiku
lidskosti a moralky vyjadfenou prostfednictvim nelidskych pokusti na zvifatech, které
provadi Doktor Moreau na svém ostrove. Jeho cilem je polid$téni zvifat pomoci upraveni
evolu¢niho procesu, diky kterému ziskavaji svou individualitu. To by eventualné¢ pomohlo
lidstvu budovat lepsi svét a komunitu se zvifaty. Nicméné se snazi dosahnout svého cile
prostfednictvim muceni a bolesti jinych bytosti. Moreau samotny je ¢loveék naprosto oddany
svému vyzkumu, kterému chybi moralka, soucit a jeho individualita je zcela zkaZena.,
zatimco je dokonce schopen se chovat jako Bih vuci zvifecim bytostem. Nicméné, jeho
experimenty se zdaji byt pouze docasné, nebot je zabit jednim z jeho experimentl a
spolecenstvi zvifecich bytosti se nakonec rozpadne. Postava Prendicka je také zajimava.
Jeho pohled na zvitata a lidské bytosti je navzdy zménén po jeho pobytu na Moreauové
ostrové a je neklidny kolem lidi i zvifat, jelikoZ Se neustale boji, Ze jejich zvifeci instinkty a
divokost opét nad nimi prevezme kontrolu. Védecky aspekt pfibéhu je ziejmy, jelikoz
Moreau sdm je védec, kterého vede jeho zvédavost a véfi, ze veSkery védecky pokrok byl
dosazen nelidskymi pokusy a tvrdi, ze jeho védecky vyzkum je pro dobro lidstva.

Posledni roman, analyzovany v praktické ¢asti, je The War of the Worlds. V tomto
dile ma postava vypravéce, impozantni silnou vili, individualitu, je schopny se pfizplsobit
drsné realité a pfedstavuje vyvaZzenou osobu, ktera je schopna zstat klidnou a rozumnou, a
to navzdory skuteCnosti, Ze Celi n€kolika nebezpecnym utokim Martand. Pravé ttocici
Martané jsou zajimavym tématem pro analyzu individuality a lidskosti. Zdaji se byt
potomky bytosti podobnych ¢lovéku, jejichz lidskost a moralka byla zménéna a jejich
individualita zni¢ena dusledkem evolu¢niho procesu, degenerace a také technického
pokroku. Jejich lidskost a moralka byla ocividné vyznamné zménéna, jelikoz nevahaji

masakrovat lidskou rasu a podrobit si celou Planetu Zem. Védecky aspekt tohoto romanu je
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divodem pro eventualni pad a smrt mimozemskych uto¢niku, jelikoz lidska krev, kterou si
neustale vstikuji do svych t€l, zahrnuje lidské bakterie a jejich téla ztratila imunitu vici
témto bakteriim béhem procesu degenerace.

Tato vysledna stanoviska vSech predeslych analyz jsou poté také podlozena
ukézkami odbornych ¢lankt, knih a dalSich publikaci, které se zabyvaji t€émito tématy, nebo
ptimo Wellsovymi novelami, jejich pfibéhem a postavami.

Po této Casti se jiz prace zabyva celkovym vyhodnocenim, kde se vybadané vysledky
konkrétnich analyz spojuji a popisuji se spole¢né prvky individuality a lidskosti mezi
jednotlivymi romany, které jsou plné odkazii na lidskost a dulezitost piitomnosti
individualnich osobnosti s riznymi vlastnostmi a nazory v oteviené komunité. Tyto romany
obsahuji také nespocet Wellsovych pfedpovédi a moznych scénafii pro lidskou spolecnost.
At uz jde o zneuZiti nové vyspé€lé technologie jako vyhody béhem konfliktl, moznost invaze
technicky vysp€lé mimozemské civilizace a potencialni vyhubeni lidské rasy, uméle
posileny aspekt zviieci evoluce, nebo nebezpeci, které souvisi s moznosti cestovani v Case a
prostoru. V praci se tedy vytvaii celkovy pohled a popis jiz zminénych aspektl individuality,
lidskosti, jedine¢nosti, védy a techniky pravé v romanech a jejich postavach od otce

védecko-fantastickych romant H. G. Wellse.
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