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I.1. SHIFT OF PARADIGMS IN UNDERSTANDING TEACHING

More than 25 years have passed since the phrase teachers‘ mental lives was used
for the first time in connection with their professional competence and its develop-
ment. It was not until Jackson‘s study of elementary schools, Life in Classrooms
(1968), and a much more influential Lortie‘s book Schoolteacher: A Sociological Stu-
dy (1975), that teachers‘ way of thinking and its development, their mental operations
in educational setting, were considered worth any attention.
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In investigating ‘mental lives of teachers‘, various labels have been attached to
this construct: individual personal philosophy / theory, private / subjective pedago-
gical position, teachers‘ attitudes, teacher thinking, teachers‘ beliefs, are the most
frequently occurring ones. For entrants to the profession, the terms professional
preconceptions (Weinstein, 1989, in Williams and Burden, 1997) or early concepti-
ons (Calderhead, Robson, 1991, in Mareš, 1996, p.14) are often used. A thorough
survey of these concepts as well as their classification according to various levels
of abstraction is provided by Mareš (1996, pp. 10-11). Whichever of the terms we
may opt for, the construct they describe is:
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