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Abstract

This bachelor paper analyzes the socialtipopsof women in two different periods in
British history. One part of the paper charactsi¥ictorian England and its values, attitudes
and stereotypes determining the women’s subordinglce in a society dominated by men.
It focuses mainly on the women’s traditional roéssa wife and mother and analyzes their
basic rights, their access to educational and wgrkipportunities as well as the Victorians’
attitude to the issue concerning sexuality aroural geriod of the 1860s. The analysis of
women'’s conditions in the Victorian society is @ the novellhe French Lieutenant’s
Womenby John Fowles. The other part of this bacheégrep characterizes the period of the
second half of the twentieth century observing soimte important changes and reforms of
the 1960s that have led to women'’s increased empatihmn. This bachelor paper recognizes
the progress that has been achieved over one hiipeaes, as well as reveals the inequalities
and discrimination that have remained the samedouifdr women in both characterized
periods. The analysis of the women’s social camatt in second half of the twentieth
century is based on the plapp Girls by Caryl Churchill pointing to the new generatioh

modern women longing for equality with men and leiggmancipation.



Shrnuti

Tato bakalgska prace se zabyva pozici Zeny ve Spuisti v Sedesatych letech 19. a 20.
stoleti. Prvnicast prace, ktera je podloZzena analyzou knihy Jdfmalese The French
Lieutenant's Womangcharakterizuje hodnoty, moralnitqu@sudky a postoje viktorianské
Anglie, které ukovaly tradtni roli Zeny ve spolaosti, kde nili rozhodujici slovo pevazr
muzi, coz se odrazelo ve vSech sférach tehdej$ilobaz Zarové analyzuje zakladni lidska
prava Zen &etrg jejich pgistupu ke vzdani a uplatdni na pracovnim trhu. Tato bake&lka
prace také rozebird vztah tehdejSi puritinské &podti k sexualit a vystihuje tak atmosféru
viktorianské Anglie. Prace se dale zabyva 60. By stoleti a soustdi se zejména na
zmeny a reformy, kterych bylo dosazenoiziych oblastech. Krotnpokrokovych reforem,
ktere gispely k Zenské emancipaci v mnoha oblastech kazdotlenhivota Zen, jsou zde
zdirazreny i nerovnosti a diskriminace, které se negibdlae Zivota Zen odstranit ani v druhé
polovire dvacatého stoleti. Tatdast zabyvajici se situaci Zen ve dvacatém stoteti |
podloZzena analyzou feministické hry Caryl Churchilbp Girls poukazujici na novou

generaci Zen, touzici po emancipaci a rovhocensostizi.
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1. Introduction

This bachelor paper characterizes two differenioglerin British history with a view to
the social position of women around the 1860s ardl®60s. The main purpose of the paper
is to show the women’s conditions as well as ttraiditional roles that were determined by
the Victorian society, generally dominated by m&he important part of this paper focuses
on the women’s basic rights, educational and warkopportunities, as well as the
possibilities to control their fertility in both ehacterized periods. Even in the second half of
the twentieth century, women were still only judgagon marriage and motherhood
regardless of intellect or skills. Therefore, thaper analyzes the changes and reforms that
have been achieved to improve women’s subordinateldoften discriminated place in the
men’s world.

The realistic characterization of the Victorianistyg its values, traditions, and attitudes
determining the certain place and function of wonmetine society at that time is essential to
understand how much effort had to be made to iseremomen’s liberalization and
independence later in the twentieth century. Tloeegfthe analysis of the Victorians is also
based on the novd@lheFrench Lieutenant's Womany John Fowles who perfectly reflected
the Victorian world of the 1860s and showed atgwgidnd stereotypes prevailing at that time.
What is even more important, Fowles described tlogo¥ian society from the perspective a
hundred years later, thus in the 1960s and this daabled him to compare these two
periods:

The Victorians were not a dialectically minded atiezy did not think in opposites, of
positives and negatives as aspects of the sameawRaladoxes troubled rather than
pleased them. They were not the people for exislesttmoments, but for chains of
cause and effect; for positive all-explaining thesy carefully studied and studiously
applied. They were busy erecting, of course; anthawe been busy demolishing for so
long that now erection seems as ephemeral an tgctasgi bubble-blowing. (Fowles,
1985, 215)

This novel is a study of the sexual repressind morality in the Victorian age and the
behaviour as well as the attitudes of the characiee more important than the plot itself.
Fowles created two completely different charactéraomen as far as the lifestyle and social

rules are concerned to emphasize the Victoriancimies of the middle- and upper-class



society. Ernestina represents a typical Victoraatylfollowing daily stereotypes as well as the
social rules and expectations belonging to herasmtass. As it was typical for middle- and
upper-class women, Ernestina’s most important aitife is to get married unlike Sarah who
is rather mysterious and does not follow the cotives of her social class at all. Even
Charles, a typical Victorian gentleman, had realizkat “Sarah was more intelligent and
independent than she seemed” (Fowles, 1985, 18&rtunately, such attributes were neither
expected nor respected from women at that timthignhnovel, Fowles stressed the absurdity of
Victorian puritanism and oppression of women’s liet# and skills. Such stereotypes are also
followed by Charles whose opinions on women diddiffer from those of the other Victorian

men:

After all, Ernestina was only a woman. There wersengany things she must never
understand: the richness of male life, the enornaifisulty of being one to whom the
world was rather more than dress, home and childF@wles, 1985, 114)

Generally, the social position of the Victorimmen was rather difficult because they
had few legal rights and nearly everything aboué tictorian woman’s life was
predetermined, thus restricting any personal desiMhen a woman married, everything she
owned became her husband’s and if she worked, theeynshe earned belonged to her
husband as well. As McDowall notes, even if wivesld be companions to their husbands,
they were not equals and an increasing number ehemofound their sole economic and
social usefulness ended when their children grewWdipmen were discouraged from going
out to work if not economically necessary and aewvas legally man’s property until nearly
the end of the nineteenth century. Therefore, & alanost impossible for a woman to divorce
her husband. As a result, many women were lockdd bpd marriages. Until 1882, a woman
had to give up all her property to her husbandsnndiee married him. Until 1891, husbands
were still allowed by law to beat their wives amdlack them up in a room if they wished.
Men of all classes were able to take sexual adgentd working women. Women were
probably treated worse in Britain than in any otlmetustrializing European country at this
time. (McDowall, 2001, 136 - 137, 162)

As O’Donnell adds, a woman was treated as aepaéqroperty, belonging first to her
father and then to her husband. The man took doofr@all the woman’s property and
children. However, not only a man thought of hisenand daughters as his property but so
did the law. Women had been trying to get Parliantergive them the vote since 1867 but
despite the efforts of women including thousandsnaetings, petitions with millions



signatures and marches on Parliament, women werallvoved to vote in parliamentary
elections until 1928 when all women over 21 finalgined the right to vote. (O’'Donnell,
1993, 231 - 233)

In the novellTheFrench Lieutenant’'s Womadohn Fowles also mentioned the issue
concerning the struggle for the women'’s equal ggtiile referring to John Stuart Mill’s

effort to give women the legal right to vote:

Remember the date of this evening: Apfil, @867. At Westminster only one week
before John Stuart Mill had seized an opportunityone of the early debates on the
Reform Bill to argue that now was the time to gimemen equal rights at the ballot-box.
His brave attempt was greeted with smiles from dakierage man, and disapproving
frowns from a sad majority of educated women, wlaanained that their influence was
best exerted from the home. Nonetheless, Maréh 8867, is the point from which we

can date the beginning of feminine emancipatioBngland. (Fowles, 1985, 101)

As McDowall explains, John Stuart Mill, a radit¢hinker, had tried unsuccessfully to
include votes for women in the 1867 Reform Bill.téxf 1870, nevertheless, the situation,
particularly for middle-class women, began to inygr@nd women gained some basic rights
such as to study or to own certain amount of thesperty. A very small number started to
study at Oxford and Cambridge in separate womenlleges, even if men thought that their
place was in the home. Despite the fact, howevet, women were allowed to follow the
same courses of study as men, they could not re@edegree at the end. (McDowall, 2001,
162 -163) According tcChronicle of Britain,in 1870, Women'’s Property Act became law
establishing that women could retain money they éached. Nonetheless, they could only
keep inherited property and money to the value Gff guineas, together with savings and
shares or other investments to the same amount Evis law was not outstandingly
generous, it was seen as a first step. Husbandsnger had right of ownership over their
wives and all that belonged to them. (Heald, 18&8) Once women had achieved the right
to vote and keep the property, many people felt they had gained full and equal rights.
However, there was still a long battle ahead fara¢dreatment and respect both at work and
home, therefore, women'’s struggle for equality Bineralization is one of the main themes of
this bachelor paper.

The aim of this paper is to recognize the pragtkat has been achieved in women'’s social
position over one hundred years by analyzing thelitons of women and reforms that have
led to women’s liberalization in both private andbpc spheres. Furthermore, this paper

observes the traditional women’s roles as wellnegjuialities that remained the same for a



Victorian woman as well as for an emancipated wowfathe 1960s. Thus, the other part of
this paper contains the analysis of women’s squmaition in the 1960s that reflects some of
the important reforms concerning mainly the equahtiment and greater possibilities in the
fields of education, work, and medicine that hawmntgbuted to women’s increased
emancipation. The analysis of changes in lifesetal expectations of modern working
women is also based on the plegp Girlsby Caryl Churchill that shows successful women
in various times and places and demonstrates howenchave evolved in their roles. This
play whose plot is set in the late 1970s proves ¢lan in the second half of the twentieth
century, much progress still remained to be madeposove women's roles.

As Churchill explains the background of her playjt&dn in the 1970s witnessed a
profound change in the consciousness of women g®wp. Perhaps for the first time in
history, changes in law, media, the arts, attitudgsublic morality and in social habits altered
radically the base from which women viewed there$. Several Acts of Parliament had a
sudden and major influence on women’s changingesehgersonal independence and their
status with employment. In 1967 The Abortion Actdaabortion far easier to obtain; in 1969
The Divorce Reform Act broadened grounds for dieporn 1970 The Equal Pay Act
established that equal pay for men and women dihiagsame job; in 1974 contraceptives
became freely available; and in 1975 The Sex Digoation Act banned sex discrimination
in employment, education and advertising. The Wdmkeiberation Movement was formally
active in Britain throughout the 1970s and did mtecfocus attention on women’s issues and
to raise women’s consciousness of their demands reedis. Feminism questioned any
assumption that women were secondary and depeadenen and that the social and sexual
division of labour was natural and unchanging.his pplay Churchill contrasts the “modern
woman living at a time of shifting priorities angpectations as far as women are concerned”
with the “traditional women dependent on men andtéd by the rules and conventions of a
male dominated world.” (Churchill, 1991, 25 - 28)

The play includes stories of several women fronfed#int times and different social
backgrounds, however, it appears that all these emornave the same experience of
oppression as they have always been expected ftbckittain roles and have been denied
access to various spheres in life that were opgntormen. Nevertheless, this bachelor paper
focuses mainly on the lives of the modern wometha play who have to deal with many
challenges in a society that have been controfechén.

The following analysis of women’s conditioims various parts of their lives in both

characterized periods should answer the questiagtheh the British women have finally



achieved their liberalization and equal rights witlen, and whether they have been finally
able to escape from traditional restraints andupliees so even the emancipated French
Lieutenant's Woman, whose ‘immoral’ behaviour was disapproved by the Victorians,

would be accepted as an intelligent and independentan in the society of the second half

of the twentieth century.

2. Victorian marriage versus ‘modern marriage’ of the 1960s

Marriage has always played a very important rolemdbst women'’s lives, however, in the
twentieth century, the expectations of women hawnged since the time when a woman’s
future was determined by the strict Victorian sgci@gominated by men. Modern women of
the 1960s demanded to be equal partners in theniagas and have the same opportunities
as their husbands. The following analysis of woragUsition in these two different periods
shows the changes women have achieved over onedtlgdars as well as the traditional
barriers women still had to face despite the pregd the modern world.

According toEncyclopedia of European Social Histoby Peter Stearns, Victorian
marriages have been mostly characterized as patakharrangements in which a husband
was expected to be a role model for his family sevants, exercising self-control and good
wisdom, ruling firmly over his family. A wife wassponsible for running her household and

servants, and for feeding and disciplining herdreih. However, she was required to respect



husband’s authority and expected to perform thatatatuty of having sex and procreating.
Infidelity was disapproved, and a woman was obligeduard her honor and reputation by
behaving in a modest and civil manner and not igidglin excess. (Stearns, 2001, 152)

In his novelThe French Lieutenant’'s WomaRowles pointed out the stigma of a woman
who did not follow rules belonging to her sociahsd and did not behave as a lady. Sarah
became a moral outcast, not only because she hadss@a single woman but she also
continued going to the forest near the town eveshd& was not supposed to go there. Who
knows what she does there? In the Victorian pemveyybody who did something secretly
was considered immoral and therefore Sarah’s intigece and ‘immoral behaviour’ made a

stain on her character.

Charles was overcome by equally strange feelingpt-sexual, but fraternal, perhaps
paternal, a certainty of the innocence of this twnexq of her being unfairly outcast, and
of her appalling loneliness. He could not imagirteaty besides despair, could drive her,
in an age where women were semi static, timid,gabée of sustained physical effort, to
this wild place. (Fowles, 1985, 65)

Relations between spouses have often been chazadtes cold and distant, especially in
arranged marriages based on property and not @n loxthe issue of such marriages, Stearns
explains that “arranged marriages made by pareetermined to create agricultural,
commercial, or political alliances, usually withoeomic and lineage interests foremost.”
Stearns further adds that in the nineteenth centaigdle- and upper-class women spent most
of their time in the home nurturing and providing@nforting atmosphere, while men were
engaged in politics and professional life outsttehiome. (Stearns, 2001, 32)

As upper-class women usually did not workd lmannies to look after children and
servants to run the house, their main role wasetadbtiful and obedient wives to their
husbands. To stress the Victorian values and eafi@es concerning the lifestyle of middle—
and upper-class women whose only accepted ‘cammsisted in getting married and
fulfilling the duties of marriage, Fowles createid main character, Sarah, too emancipated
and independent for a woman of her time. Sarahkitng and behaving in a twentieth century
way and refusing being tied up with Victorian regtons, is ahead of her time and resembles
a ‘modern woman’ of the 1960s. Her attitude to mage makes her a ‘new woman’ who
prefers her freedom to becoming a good wife depanola her husband. “I wish to be what |
am, not what a husband, however kind, however gehtl must expect me to become in
marriage.” (Fowles, 1985, 385)



According to Leonore Davidoff who contraste tresponsibilities of upper-class and
working-class wives in her studyhe Family in Britain the households at the highest level
depended on large numbers of specialized servantglaldcare was largely turned over to
nursery maids and nannies. Thus, woman’s first dudg to her husband’s position and
included mainly taking part in the events of thepempclass society. Whereas the mid-
nineteenth century working-class marriages werallisbased on male financial support in
return for wife’s household management, cooking aedual services. A married man
expected to be able to turn all housekeeping aiidcene over to his wife when he turned
over his weekly wage. Wives at all levels prideeéntiselves on their ability to keep the
household at the highest standards while husbaqmkcted their comfort to be considered, to
have their meals ready as much to their taste ssilde. A wife who was not able or did not
bother to keep up these standards was not livingpuper part of the marriage contract. As
fighting between husbands and wives was acceptidehof interpersonal violence seemed
endemic among some sections of the working-claks. §parking points were rows over
money and the wife’s personal services, especvaiigre a husband felt his ‘manhood’ had
been infringed. (Davidoff, 1990, 101 -116)

As for the division of labor between husbands andesy in the typical pattern of
Victorian marriage, husbands worked away from hobsng wage earners in factories and
offices and wives remained at home to supervisesélonids and children. Only married
women from poor families worked outside the houskhBusbands had the legal right to
control wives’ property, to determine their startlaf living, and to make all decisions
regarding estate management and the upbringingilofren. Thus, most women lacked basic
legal rights and married women were subordinatetthéo husbands. Therefore, feminists of
the late nineteenth and twentieth century foughtte basic rights of married women, such
as the right to their wages, to own property, andhare the governance of children with their
husbands. (Stearns, 2001, 153)

The effort of feminists brought certain success asdavidoff further adds, women’s
independence started to grow with the claim to rabheir own property in the 1860s. By the
1890s, husbands were no longer able to imprisochastise their wives with impunity as
pressure increased to incorporate women as indiViditizens through voting. Despite the
feminist challenge, the structure of marriage remaithrough men’'s dominance in the
economy. Women’s greatest chance of economic amwdhlseurvival was still through
marriage despite the opening up of some profeskamhclerical positions. (Davidoff, 1990,
105)



Nevertheless, the women who lived in the unsattsfy marriages had very few
possibilities to leave their spouses because int mases, they could not afford to get
divorced. As women had neither independent meassigbort nor rights to get any property
after divorce, only upper-class women with propeadtfy their own could afford legal
separation or divorce and thus, divorce was mocessible to men until the late nineteenth
century. Furthermore, inequality of divorce untietmid-1960s consisted in the fact that if a
man wanted to get divorced, the only thing he loadat was to confirm that his wife had been
unfaithful to him. However, as Storry and Childstenan their studyBritish Cultural
Identities,a wife needed to prove that adultery and desertiggamy or cruelty had taken
place to divorce her husband. (Storry, Childs, 198#4 — 145) Divorce remained highly
restricted, particularly for women during most bétnineteenth century but Stearns pointed
out that changes in laws, usually associated wighdiscussion of new rights for women,
altered the situation late in the century when Bndlfounded a Court for Divorce and
Matrimonial Causes in 1857. (Stearns, 2001, 158)

From the mid-nineteenth century, however, there been restlessness among women
subordinated within the domesticated role of thedig-class family and as Davidoff notes,
the first, very limited divorce reform in 1857 ragsthe arguments and fear that law would
interfere in the family; that fathers’ rights woulst undermined or they would shirk their
responsibilities. (Davidoff, 1990, 99 - 105)

In their studyWomen in the FamilyLeonard and Speakman mention the following
opinions concerning the divorce reform in the réeeth century. On the one side, there were
arguments for divorce reform such as to help pelouleed in bad marriages or forced to live
together because of a past ‘mistake’ while on theroside there were those who argued that
to make divorce any easier would further encouthgeéoreakdown of the family. However, it
was not until 1960 when changes in the provisionlegll aid made divorce financially
possible for the poor as well as the rich.

While discussing the position of Victorian womentihe family, Leonard and Speakman
explain that in the nineteenth century, the majaoit single women worked for their fathers
and brothers or as servants, and were maintaingddnyrelatives or masters and mistresses
until they married. (Leonard, Speakman, 1986, #45%) Top Girls’ heroines Isabella, the
Victorian traveller, and Lady Nijo, the Emperorsncubine from the thirteenth century, are
good examples of women subordinated to their fathwro point to their universal experience
consisting in the fact that no matter in which ceytthey lived, they both always did what

their fathers wanted. In further discussion, Isiabagrees with Griselda’s opinion that a wife



must obey her husband. (Churchill, 1991, 3, 21)naed and Speakman further add that it
was usually the families controlling whom and whbeir daughters married. From the mid-
nineteenth century, concern that those who didhmaty should have a fulfilling occupation,
led the first feminists to campaign for the openiofgmiddle-class occupations and the
professions to women. However, it was not until tlext century when it finally became
acceptable for middle-class women to be employead they married or had children so
women from all social classes could be self-suppgr{Leonard, Speakman, 1986, 40 - 41)

During the twentieth century, the role anatis$ of wives began to improve. With wider
educational opportunities, women became better agddcand acquired the access to the
labour market. New technology freed women fromtiaed domestic tasks and enabled them
to gain more control over their household and tifies

Hopkins describes these changes as follows:

The working-class marriage underwent considerafdages in the period 1951-74. The
old Victorian picture of the working class motheailihg away at the wash-tub
surrounded by a numerous brood of small childred Wanished completely, being
replaced by a mother with usually not more than ¢twitdren who spent much her time
outside the home in paid employment. (Hopkins, 1986)

As Stearns compares the conditions of wometh@ 1960s to those in the Victorian
period, more married as well as unmarried womerkeaiand supported themselves, family
size became smaller, and husbands increasinglgatiamily and household responsibilities.
More marriages were based on affection and sextratton than the formal arrangements of
the previous century. The relationship between aodland wife became less authoritarian
and more affectionate. Growing numbers of womeruiged white-collar jobs, giving them
independence and the possibility of change intifes(Stearns, 2001, 153 - 154)

The women also gained the possibility to escapenftbe unhappy marriages as the
further changes concerning divorce procedure miafieally more accessible even to them.
According to Storry and Childs who further analyhés issue, the Divorce Reform Act in
1969 made divorce more possible to both men andemomspecially if there was a mutual
agreement and no young children. Moreover, it was of the important changes that
contributed to the liberation of women. (Storry,il@%, 1997, 144 — 145) Besides the Divorce
Reform Act, changes towards sexuality, moralityd agligion as well as the relations of men
and women and social and economic conditions insdwnd half of the twentieth century
contributed to the fact that divorce became acbksdio all social groups. As Stearns

suggests, the twentieth century-life also broudtange both in the expectations of marriage



and in the attitudes towards divorce. Premaritalgpancy, which previously had propelled
couples into marriage, lost its social stigma amthle parenthood gained recognition.
(Stearns, 2001, 158 -159)

Let us conclude this issue concerning thesraled status of wives throughout the century
with the commentary by Abercrombie and Warde whygsst that the position of women has
changed in many ways. Due to the Divorce Reform Aatife did not have to put up with an
unsatisfactory marriage any more. The increasiggmntion of married women in full-time
work contributed to their greater financial indegence so they did not dependent on their
husbands any more. Even if inequalities within mage remained, especially in access of
women to labor and unequal pay, women gained nmatependence than they used to and
this fact could influence women'’s decision to leavearriage. (Abercrombie, Warde, 1994,
295)

3. Sexuality versus morality



Although Victorian England was known for gsritanism and sexual morality stressed
mainly within the family life, the reality was raghdifferent in public life where prostitution
and sexual deviance were widespread. Sexuality omasof the main moral issues of the
Victorian period. Sex within marriage was considere duty, however, it was morally
unacceptable mainly for women to have sexual egpeé outside of the marriage. Even if
there were many strict moral rules about the wosatdthing and behaviour and the female
body had to be hidden so not even woman’s ankleaNawed to be seen to provoke man’s
attention, paradoxically, there was a huge numliebrothels in London and prostitution
spread mainly in the Victorian period. Nevertheléss brothels and prostitution did not exist

officially and that issue was never discussed inlipuAs Stearns notes:

The Victorian world that was full of repression fas sexuality, spent a great deal of
time and energy focusing on sexuality. If sexualitys a secret then it was a secret
invested with enormous powers. Medicine, sociarddic theory, legislation, moralism
and popular opinions of the nineteenth centurycaiitrasted the purified home as the
emotional center of the family with the polluted ndoof public life, where sexual
deviance took place. (Stearns, 2001, 251)

O’Donnell has described prostitution as witead, some of it highly organized, much of
it was a source of supplementary income for ildpar out-of-work milliners, dressmakers
and domestic servants. The ‘double standard’ ofoviien sexual morality was notorious, and
it was reinforced by the sexual frustrations imgbsg@on so many marriage beds by the
ignorance and prudery in which most middle-clasts gvere brought up. (O’'Donnell, 1993,
41 - 43)

In the novelThe French Lieutenant's WomanlJohn Fowles nicely described the
atmosphere of the Victorian age while stressing gheadoxes of the nineteenth century
known for its sexual repression and sexual morewgeher, also for dealing with the issue of

prostitution:

What are we face with in the nineteenth century?age where woman was sacred; and
where you could buy a thirteen-year-old girl. Wharere churches were built than in
the whole previous history of the country; and vehene in sixty houses in London was
a brothel. Where the sanctity of marriage and dyaséfore marriage was proclaimed
from every pulpit, in every newspaper; and wherenamy great public figures, from the
future king down, led scandalous private lives. Véhihe female body had never been
so hidden from view, and where every sculptor waged by his ability to carve naked



women. Where it was universally maintained that wordo not have orgasms; and yet
every prostitute was taught to simulate them. (Esw1985, 231 - 232)

While talking about the nineteenth centurgwies also stressed the fact that despite the
great development in the industry and science duhe Victorian period, sexuality was not
even discussed in Victorian literature and remaméatal taboo for any discussion in public.

Where is not a single novel, play or poem of litgrdistinction that ever goes beyond
the sensuality of a kiss. Where there was an enggsmoogress and liberation in every
other field of human activity; and nothing but tyng in the most personal and
fundamental. (Fowles, 1985, 231 - 232)

Victorian women were believed to be naturgibod. They carried good values and they
were supposed to behave in a moral way. That megwtswomen of middle- and upper-
classes were sexually ignorant before marriage lédescribes Ernestina as a typical upper-
class woman of her time who will not even allowdwsdirto look at her own naked body, or let
Charles touch her except for the kisses on thekchednand. Paradoxically, she considers

herself very much in love and in real intimacy wiér fiance.

She unbuttoned her dress and stood before herrmmriger chemise and petticoats. She
raised her arms and unloosed her hair, a thingksiesv to be vaguely sinful and
imagined herself for a truly sinful moment as sonewicked — a dancer, an actress.
She suddenly stopped turning and admiring hersgitafile; gave an abrupt look up at
the ceiling. And she hastily opened one of her wabds and drew on peignoir.
(Fowles, 1985, 29 - 30)

Even if sexuality was considered a duty witthie marriage, it was terrifying for a girl of
middle- or upper-class. Ernestina is a great exangplthe Victorian girl longing to get

married well however being scared of a ‘monsteat the marriage involves.

She sometimes wondered why God had permitted sbelstal version of Duty to spoll
such an innocent longing. Most women of her pefatithe same; so did most men;
and it is no wonder that duty has become such a&egept in our understanding of the
Victorian age. (Fowles, 1985, 30)
In hisFrench Lieutenant's Womarkowles compares the attitudes to sexuality in the
Victorian period and in the second half of the ttieth century. He argues against the theory
supposing that the Victorians were not in fact higdexed. According to Fowles, they were

as much sexed as the people a hundred years latéiis words: “They were certainly



preoccupied by love and sex and devoted far morthef arts to it than we do ours.”
(Fowles, 1985, 232) Fowles further explains thatWnctorians had simply not been so open

to talk about sex as people were in next hundradsye

The Victorians chose to be serious about somethmdreat rather lightly, and the way
they expressed their seriousness was not to taklp@bout sex, just as part of our way
they is the very reverse. (Fowles, 1985, 232 - 233)

According to Fowles, it seems very unlikdigtt the Victorians experienced less frequent,
sexual pleasure than people in the following centlitowever, the Victorians kept this
pleasure more in private than it was common a hachglears later when sexuality was treated
more freely and without such strict restraints. F®wvalso argues the puritanism of the
Victorian age: “The prudish Puritanism we lend e Victorians, and rather lazily apply to
all classes of Victorians society, is in fact a didclass view of the middle-class ethos.”
Fowles further refers to “Mayhew, the great CommisReports and the rest” to point out
that the premarital intercourse was more commom thacould be expected from the
Victorians: “The hard — | would rather call it sofact of Victorian England was that what a
simpler age called ‘tasting before you buy’ was thie, not the exception.” (Fowles, 1985,
234)

Sexuality has always been important parteafgbe’s lives no matter the period they lived,
however, as Davidoff analyzes in her stublye family in Britain there were few mid-
nineteenth-century working-class families that lgedately practiced contraception. A
fatalistic acceptance of children, a belief by baten and women in the husband’s sexual
rights, the importance of children as subsidiamnegs and the belief that any discussion of
sex was dirty and shameful, combined to produceragmce and lack of motivation to limit
family size. Fear of pregnancy and exhaustion nmaeay women endure rather than enjoy
sex. Undoubtedly, many women tried to bring on muisages, using herbal and patent
remedies through information gathered from femalatives and friends. They seemed to be
unaware of the laws passed in the 1860s makingrskited abortion a criminal offence,
although infanticide cases were given wide publlidilany women would have liked to have
borne fewer children but did not know how and tlogn spent an average of fifteen years
being pregnant, nursing, and caring for babiesviddf, 1990, 116 - 117)

As Leonard and Speakman noted, sexualityinvitrarriage was still not much mentioned
by writers about the family even during the 1960d andeed, it was not much talked about



outside marriage at that time. However, this watagdy an area in which it was thought that
past inequalities between men and women needeldiyregtand great progress was felt to
have been achieved by the late 1960s. Contraceptdsnseen as having freed women from
the fear of pregnancy. Since then, the wives winéldhe ones to use the contraceptives and
would not gainsay their husbands. They could nojwyesex because it was fun and because
it was not out of duty but it expressed their |dee their husbands. (Leonard, Speakman,
1986, 18)

During the Victorian period, women’s sexuakitas considered to be important only for
maternity rather than for any pleasure or physiesires. These women’s needs were usually
overlooked. As Stearns pointed out, the sexual exoaism stayed until the 1960s. Yet
during the 1960s, the feminist movement contributettansformation of sexual morality and
sexual behaviors in Europe. The stigma against wasmenmarried sexual activity lessened,
so young women considered sexual intercourse aglandual right and pleasure that did not
involve marital intentions. Thus, marriage becarmss|important. Another important step
contributing to the greater independence of womeas wade by liberalization of laws on
sexuality and lifted restrictions on birth contramhd abortion in Great Britain and other
Western European states during the 1960s. (Ste2004, 255 - 256) However, the following

chapters deal with the issues of contraceptionadnadtion in more details.

4. Femininity, women as mothers

The Victorian society considered motherhosdaavoman’s main role and this opinion
survived until the following century. Even in th@6Ds, motherhood was still seen as a main
achievement in a woman'’s life. As Leonard and Speakanalyze in their studfomen in
the Family,for all women whether or not they did eventuallyéa&hildren of their own, the
probability of giving birth and bringing up childréhas always been a part of their lives from
early childhood as well as a central focus of tiserialization experiences. The types of toys
that young girls were given, the household tasky there trained to carry out, the lessons
they learned at school and the sorts of occupdtiey were encouraged to enter, were all

preparing them for an adult life as wives, houspkeg and especially mothers. Even today,



women who do not have their own children or whandb enjoy motherhood are still viewed
as odd or abnormal. Women who are unable to haldreh often see themselves as failures,
and women who make a conscious decision to renfalitiess, especially if they are married,
are often seen as peculiar, unfeminine, selfishawkward. Married childless women are
forced into a position of constantly having to explor justify their situation. However, the
female role and identity has not been defined goteterms of motherhood, but in terms of
marriage and motherhood. A woman, who conceivede d¢@rth to and was raising children
outside marriage, was usually seen as deviant,gthqerhaps less in the 1960s than a
hundred years earlier. Nevertheless, motherhoodraardage were still going together and a
woman’s reproductive capabilities were closely déidkto her sexual identity within a
heterosexual relationship as much in the 1960% #isel 1860s. (Leonard, Speakman, 1986,
50 - 51)

The playTop Girls also suggests the universal female experienceistmgsin the fact
that being a woman has always been linked withherbbod and this issue has been
universal to women of all social backgrounds inioas times and places. The story of
Isabella Bird shows a woman who feels guilty beeaslse “spent years in self-gratification.”
(Churchill, 1991, 18) Even if Isabella Bird is actbrian character, she represents rather a
future modern woman as she is independent, prefetravelling around the world to family
life, which was more common for men in the Victoriara. However, as she explains she
always travelled as a lady and refused any suggestiat she was other than feminine. She
did not get married until she was fifty but soor $bund married life drudgery. Even if she
never left her husband, she resented all she hao io domestic and social work and she
feels that she could simply not live the life dady. She never had any children and all these
aspects made her feel that, as she was not a gé®@mnwd mother, she was not good enough
in her life. She declares that whenever she carok toaEngland she felt she had so much to
atone for. (Churchill, 1991, 8, 10, 18)

Leonard and Speakman explain that since teel®60s, however, the position of women
as mothers has been the subject of critical deflyatemany feminists as they were trying to
come to terms with their own reproductive capakbsit with their desires to have children or
to remain childless; or with their involuntary aléssness or unwanted pregnancy. They
wished to understand how having children affechesdr tidentity and situation as women, and
to improve their opportunities for equal accessetlucation and employment if they had
children. They wanted, in many cases, to have #meesright as men not to make choices.
(Leonard, Speakman, 1986, 50 - 51)



Yet despite the fact that motherhood was @tihsidered as a woman’s main role, and as
Leonard and Speakman further add, the positiomavhen of all social classes has changed
dramatically over the past one hundred years agid liies have moved from the traditional
stereotypes. Women have had fewer children thanditein the past and now most women
spend only about four years of their lives eithezgmant or looking after a child. Women
started to be generally accepted both as wagedensdnd as housewives and mothers. These
changes in the position of women and in ideas af®uininity have been also reflected in
medical perceptions of women, and in contemporaeglioal education and practice. It is
clear that during the twentieth century, the Viiorbelief in the physical weakness of
women disappeared but it was gradually replacedatbyemphasis on their psychological
weakness. Even in the 1960s, it was still believkdt a woman’s natural role was
motherhood and thus, the capacity to have childremtinued to be seen as the central
characteristic of a woman’s nature. The woman’s tolbe a mother was still seen to make
her intellectually and emotionally different and inyplication, inferior. (Leonard, Speakman,
1986, 180)

Churchill’'s characters, especially a modern wagkMarlene and her sister Joyce, also
show that to handle both career and family has mbeen easy for working women and

therefore Churchill focused on this issue as orth®imajor themes in her plapp Girls

The key problem for professional women in Britagshalways been the difficulty of
reconciling a career with a family. Access to topg is easier for those women who
have few or no family responsibilities. (ChurchilB91, 34)

In this play, Marlene prefers the role of “thelnflying lady” who concentrates mainly on
her career and for that reason she gave up hehtauat birth and let her sister adopt the
child. As a result, Marlene refusing to become ‘littdle woman at home” is a successful
businesswoman unlike her sister who has to comliiee motherhood and domestic
responsibilities with various low level jobs in erdo survive. (Churchill, 1991, 20)

Despite the traditional roles that women halways been tied up with, the modern
technology of the twentieth century, as Thébauagsadut, brought women better health and
longer lifespan, infant mortality dramatically reda and women have also obtained the
finest education available. Modern life also me#ort women changes in the nature of
housework and child-rearing. Since less time neaddit devoted to these activities, more

was left over for participation in social life. Faermore, for women, modernity also meant



achievement of individuality, full citizenship statas well as economic, legal and symbolic
independence. However, it was not until the midifi¢he 1960s that gender relations began
to change. One of many factors responsible for ¢hisnge was the women’s movement,
which denounced ‘patriarchy’ and all its icons. @y Pinkus, the inventor of the
contraceptive pill, was also definitely responsitdeone of the greatest changes of the 1960s
that brought new possibility into the women’s lifddore liberal attitudes towards
contraception and abortion have enabled women diaine possession of their bodies and
sexuality and women could finally determine wher aihthey wished to have children.
Access to education and jobs also led to greatemeipation of women and women found

themselves increasingly constrained by the demaha®therhood. (Thébaud, 2000, 7 - 9)

5. Attitudes to birth control methods and their develgpment

As Doyal and Elston explain in their studjomen, Health and Medicine the past,
women had their own ways of preventing pregnanay @using abortion, though some of
these methods were unreliable and others were imdgrtdangerous. Abstinence and
withdrawal were the most common methods of birtimtiad but, for women, abortion,
however dangerous, was probably the main methogrefenting unwanted children. In
Victorian Britain, women were seen above all as hard, and both contraception and
abortion were strongly opposed by the Church, tteéeSand the medical profession. Any
attempts to alter the natural processes of pregnamcl childbirth were regarded with
abhorrence, and most doctors emphasized the darigat forms of contraception. They
wrote about the terrible damage to health that ka$y to follow from any interference with
a woman'’s sacred duty. Thus, medical argumentsdbaise¢he flimsiest evidence, were used
to justify what was essentially moral oppositionctmtraception. (Doyal, Elston, 1986, 182 -
183)

5.1. Contraception



As Nadine Lefaucheur analyzes in her stitéternity, Family, and the Stat¢he move
towards birth control began at the end of the mieeth century in most Western countries,
but it was not until the 1960s when oral contraeegst became available. Contraceptive
methods promised a major change in sexual relatletermining who took the initiative and
had control over not only contraception but alsdpps the whole sex life. The pill, invented
in the 1960s, was much more reliable than earbatraceptive methods and one great benefit
of this oral contraceptive was that it was takernthsy woman, who no longer had to rely on
her husband’s competence in the use of other lothtrol devices and methods. When
women chose these forms of contraception, merth#ofirst time in history, could no longer

expose them to the risk of pregnancy against thdir(Lefaucheur, 2000, 441)

Thus, development of the contraceptive pillswane of the most important factors
contributing to the better lifestyle and greatelldpendence of women, giving them a new
kind of freedom. Finally, women could control oubeir fertility and they could decide to
have sexual relations without unwanted pregnan@eselopment of this pill meant a big
change for both married and unmarried women agpehed up new possibilities for many
modern women who wanted to concentrate on theeecdirst and have children when they
were ready. For the first time, women could plagirtfamilies according to their own wish or
decide whether to have more children or not. Algtothe contraceptive pill brought many
advantages that could positively change a womaiesds Gisela Kaplan notes in her study
ContemporaryWestern European Feminisrthere has always been a risk of adverse side

effects and negative responses to using this batirol method:

The availability of a contraceptive pill must beeseas an important precondition: on the
one hand, technology helped women to gain someaooxer their own fertility and
health, on the other entrenched moral values samstiforbade them to legitimately
exercise that control. (Kaplan, 1992, 13)

Though this new contraceptive method soonaimec a popular way of preventing
pregnancy for many women, some women continuedkxpereence difficulties in meeting
their needs for contraceptives. As Abercrombie ®varde pointed out, although doctors
themselves played very little part in the early@epment of contraceptive techniques or in
campaigns to bring knowledge about contraceptivesdmen who needed it, the control of
these improved methods including abortion, gaventhenew and important source of power.

In reality, it was not women who controlled theiwro fertility but the doctors who made



decisions about what method of contraception a womas using or whether she went on
with a pregnancy. Therefore, women demanded tor@lotiiteir own health and fertility, and

medical control of reproduction through control adntraception, abortion and childbirth
facilities became important aims of the women’s srmoent in the second half of the
twentieth century. (Abercrombie, Warde, 1994, 400)

5.2. Abortion

In the issue of abortion, Lesley Doyal andriMann Elston suggest that attempts to
liberalize the laws on abortion faced even greamosition than campaigns to extend the
availability of contraception. Under the Offencegafnst the Person Act of 1861, all
abortions had been made a statutory offence — edem the woman’s life was in danger —
and it was not until the 1960s that abortion lafema was accepted as a serious possibility.

The 1960s were a period of more general boef@rm, and for many people the
possibility of abortion under medical supervisiam longer represented a threat to the social
order and the majority of doctors supported theopsals for reform. Consequently, the 1967
Abortion Act made it legal for a doctor to perfoem abortion if two other registered medical
practitioners agreed that the continuation of tregpancy would be a greater risk to the life
or health of the woman, than an abortion woulddoef there was a serious risk that the child
would be physically or mentally handicapped. Thigswa very important step forward in
widening the availability of abortion. Of coursepcators were in a position to make
judgements about individual women and to decidetindreor not they should be allowed to
have an abortion. These judgements provided anriapmtoillustration of traditional medical
ideas about the nature of female sexuality andodemtion, and about the moral issues
surrounding them. Yet it was more difficult for mad women than an unmarried woman to
obtain an abortion, since most doctors assumechthang babies was a normal part of being
married. (Doyal, Elston, 1986, 182 - 187)

According toChronicle of Britain The Abortion Act, allowing women abortions if
approved by two doctors and The National HealttviSerAct, allowing local authorities to
provide contraceptives and contraceptive adviceewesults of more liberal and permissive

attitudes to sexual behaviour that have charaetrine 1960s and led to bigger availability



of contraceptive pill as well as to safer and legjabrtions carried out on the medical ground.
(Heald, 1992, 1161)

The issue of abortion is also one of the themeSapf Girls reflected in the story of
Marlene who underwent two abortions because herecaimply became her priority in life.
Unlike Joan, who lived in the ninth century and heither any knowledge nor option of
abortion or contraceptive, Marlene’s character psothat abortion became quite acceptable
and much easier to obtain in the second half otwemtieth century than before. (Churchill,
1991, 15)

Let us conclude this issue with the work dfefcrombie and Warde who suggest that
sexuality is an area in which women are often sepgdo have made great advances towards
equality with men. The sexual revolution is suppbse have liberated women from the
constraints of Victorian ideology, with its oppregsdouble standard in which non-marital
sex was acceptable for men and not for women. @berbie, Warde, 1994, 228)

The issue of double standard allowing memakg&xperiences outside the marriage on the
one hand, and treating women with similar expeeeas absolute immoral outcasts of the
society on the other hand, was one of the main éisesfiTheFrench Lieutenant’'s Womébmy
John Fowles. As Fowles suggested, Charles had ierped several sexual relationships,
especially in the “City of Sin” relating to Parishere he spent some time of his single life.
Nevertheless, the double standard seemed to bptadday many Victorians and the fact that
“the matter of whether Charles had slept with otwemen, worried Ernestina less than it
might a modern girl” (Fowles, 1985, 68) shows theognized moral codes of that time.

Abercrombie and Warde further add that theehmgreater availability of contraception
and safe abortion has made the consequences afl setarcourse for women. Development
of cheap, fairly reliable and fairly safe formsawitraception, together with the liberalization
of the laws on abortion, was among the most impbfiactors that contributed to women'’s

emancipation. (Abercrombie, Warde, 1994, 228)



6. Women and education

According to Davidoff, many Victorian girlsere educated at home by mothers, elder
sisters or governesses. Yet the mother’s primangtian was to train her daughters for social
conventions, appearing in company and preparing fioe the marriage. The girls’ public and
grammar schools began from the 1870s, however,ciedlyeless academic and finishing
schools continued to stress accomplishments andilebehavior. (Davidoff, 1990, 101)

In her studystate Education Policy and Girls’ Educational Exeerceswhile elaborating
the issue of girls’ educating and establishingsgipublic school, Madeleine Arnot explains
that by the end of the nineteenth century, the dehtd many middle-class parents for girls’
public boarding schools resulted in the establistinogé schools designed along similar lines
to the famous boys’ public schools. Yet despite thpidly increasing number of girls’
boarding and day schools in that century, there alss considerable controversy over the
educability of girls, their brainpower, and the gibte detrimental effects of educating girls
into an academic curriculum. It was generally asstirthat boys and girls should receive
different educations, and women of different soclakses were expected to need and receive
different types of schooling. In the nineteenthtoey it was stressed that the curricula of
elementary schools should ‘fit girls for life’. Thevas the reason why domestically oriented
special school subjects were introduced and in 18&2example, needlework was made
compulsory for girls in such schools. Especiallyrkuog-class girls were expected to receive
a domestic training so that they might become s#syaas the domestic service was the
largest category of female paid employment in tbabhtury. Consequently, the 1870
Education Act was established focusing the cumiculof girls’ education around their
domestic future as wives and mothers. (Arnot, 1986, - 147)

The Victorian character ofop Girls Isabella explains that she was also engaged in
needlework, music and charitable scheme not becsliseenjoyed it but because it was
expected from her. (Churchill, 1991, 3)

Arnot further suggests that according to Yhetorian ideology, boys were seen as the
intellectual elite, having imagination, ability, gacreativity while the girls were expected to
concentrate more on being clean, well dressed anttalled in their language rather than

becoming academically oriented.



The division between the public sphere ofdpamployment and the private sphere of
family, through the work of the schools, was linkedhe division of the sexes in such a way
that the public sphere was seen as male and that@as female. Women, therefore, were not
only defined as being ‘home based’ but were mammgpared for the domestic sphere. The
development of female education obviously had &eiht impact on middle-class and on
working-class women. Generally, education and thaeasing work opportunities gave
middle-class women far more freedom and rather ncbences to break away from their
family situation than it gave the working-class waymmLater in the early twentieth century, it
allowed them access to university education anithéonewly developed professions such as
nursing and teaching. It also allowed them a certlgree of financial freedom as single
women. As for some working-class women, accesslticaion gave them a chance to aspire
to non-manual occupations such as clerical andeffiork, and to take up jobs where basic
literacy was required.

However, within the broad pattern of fematem@stic ideology, class specific ideals of
femininity were also taught. Although middle-clagds were educated to become the ‘perfect
wife and mother’, the ideal that the middle claspaosed on the working-class girls was that
of the ‘good woman’. The middle-class girl was &arh the new ideal of femininity that
combined the Christian qualities such as self-depitience, and silent suffering; ladylike
behavior that meant refusing any paid or manual leyngent; and a ladylike etiquette
including dress, style, and manners. The workigg<lgirl was to learn in essence what it
meant to be a good housekeeper, wife, and mothéelng trained in the practical skills of
domesticity, with no pretensions of becoming a l&8llge would acquire enough conscience
and ability to safeguard the family against crindésease, immorality, and other social
problems to which, in the eyes of the middle-classiee working-classes appeared to be so
prone. (Arnot, 1986, 148 - 149)

Concerning higher education, Stearns arghas dlthough wealthy women tutored at
home could be intellectually accomplished, it wast mntii women were admitted to
universities in the second half of the nineteenémtary that higher education became
available. (Stearns, 2001, 33) Yet in the 1860sPagal and Mary Ann Elston explain,
women in different social classes led very difféderes. Middle-class women were generally
regarded as weak and dependent who met doctors fmegstently. They provided many
doctors with the major part of their income. Restswoften prescribed and most activities
outside the home were frowned upon. Higher educatigarticular was seen as a danger and

women who took it up were said to do so at the oiskoth their health and their femininity.



Working-class women, on the other hand, spent thais labouring extremely hard inside
and outside the home. It was therefore difficultdescribe them as physically weak and
dependent. (Doyal, Elston, 1986, 194 -196)

Such a medical view of the Victorian womengtisatly represented by Ernestina, who has
been described by Fowles as a dependant and wealkentiass woman being frequently
examined by “half Harley Street who found nothingcéuse she had never had a serious
illness in her life.” (Fowles, 1985, 28 — 29) Irethovel The French Lieutenant's Woman
Fowles created his main character, Ernestinatgsieal example of her time, a girl perfectly
healthy, however, “since birth her slightest cowgbuld bring doctors; her slightest frown
caused her mama and papa secret hours of selfareation.” (Fowles, 1985, 28)

By contrast, Sarah worked as a governesschwiias one of a few female paid
occupations in the nineteenth century. “She wasddato be a governess. Sarah’s father most
wisely provided the girl with a better educatiomattione would expect.” (Fowles, 1985, 32 —
33) Although Sarah did not gain a great educatstwe, was very intelligent, which was not
expected from a woman of the Victorian age. She se&ssitive and able to recognize
hypocrisy and see people the way they really widrdike Ernestina, Sarah did not follow
Victorian patterns. She was too different and myats and these attributes were not suitable

for ‘a good woman’ at that time.

Sarah was intelligent, but her real intelligencéobged to a rare kind; one that would
certainly pass undetected in any of our moderrs teétthe faculty. The instinctual
profundity of insight was the first curse of hdejithe second was her education. Given
the veneer of a lady, she was made the perfedtrvimt a caste society. (Fowles, 1985,
50)

Another important field of female study andriwthat should be mentioned is health care.
Lesley Doyal and Mary Ann Elston discuss the issuemale work in the field of medicine
in their studyWomen, Health and Medicirend they observe that the history of qualified
women doctors in Britain begins in the mid-nineteecentury but in fact, the history of
women as healers is much longer. Healing and ryisgas main women’s work for centuries
and although they were midwives and pharmacistivating healing herbs and exchanging
the secrets of their uses, they were doctors witdegree, learning and passing on experience
from each other. Despite these women’s skills andwkedge, by the middle of the
nineteenth century, medicine was seen as entiralg profession. (Doyal, Elston, 1986, 194

-196)



It was extremely difficult for women to gdime qualification as they were excluded from
the institutions providing the necessary educatiithough, as Doyal and Elston further
point out, nursing was something women did in themes long before, it was not until the
second half of the nineteenth century when it becandistinct and paid occupation. The
reform of nursing into a trained and skilled ocdigrasuitable for women is often associated
with Florence Nightingale who contributed to orgamtional reform and opened The
Nightingale School for Nurses in 1860. Despitergferm of nursing in the second half of the
nineteenth century, the difficulties in access @iven to universities remained. Doyal and
Elston also mention the struggle of Sophia Jex-8lakd other women to be allowed to
qgualify at Edinburgh University and when they fdil¢hey established the London School of
Medicine for Women in 1874. However, even when asc® the higher education was
achieved, later in the 1870s, women were not aedeptto all sections of this profession.
(Doyal, Elston 1986, 194 -196)

Sophia Jex-Blake and the female emancipatampaign in 1869 have been also
mentioned byChronicle of Britain Sophia Jex-Blake became the first woman to bedical
student in Britain in 1869, when after initial r&since, the university accepted her
application. However, those academically minded ewormwho believed that there was more
to women'’s fulfillment than marriage alone and weyeng to get access to universities, were
usually criticized for having too much freedom amot enough of the traditional female
gualities to make them attractive to men as wi(ldsald, 1992, 937)

By contrast, in the second half of the twethticentury, the concept of ‘dual careers’, of
being ‘equal but different’, was promoted, partaoly amongst the middle-classes suggesting
that middle-class girls would be interested in conmy a career with motherhood but
working-class girls were still to be educated l&yder their domestic role, even if they were
more likely to be found in employment in adult lile the 1960s, secondary schooling was
undergoing radical reform through the movement whiémed to set up comprehensive
schools. It was assumed that by bringing both sexesthe same building, inequality of the
sexes would be reduced. Moreover, the middle-gatscould benefit from the opportunities
offered by the new non-selective schools to taken& examinations and later go on to
higher education. By the end of the sixties, howettge contradictions and tensions of
women’s dual roles were beginning to be discussegkmpublicly. New demands were being
made for women’s rights to the equal education egdal treatment within schools. This

movement was reflected in the passing of the Sexrnination Act in 1975 which made it



unlawful to discriminate on grounds of sex in edimg as well as in employment and
training. (Arnot, 1986, 151)

Nevertheless, Thébaut argues that the eduedtisystem responded to the ‘sexual
demonstration’ by funnelling female students intatable, ‘feminine professions’. The
schools reproduced social divisions in the cert@iourses of study that proved
disadvantageous. Even if more girls had degrees, degrees were not worth as much, and
many found that their education was not suitedtlier present condition of the job market.
Thus, the educational system played a role in deprimg social distinctions between the
sexes. (Thébaut, 2000, 7-9) However, as Rose-Maagrave writes in her studyj
Supervised EmancipatiofiFor women, step up the ladder of the educatitiedarchy meant
a step out of the kitchen into the workplace.” Acling to Lagrave, education encouraged
women to seek work, and it directed them to fen@dizectors of the economy, especially
banking, public and private services or retail salSince 1965, primary and secondary
teaching has become increasingly feminized withremtgnumber of women concentrated at
the lowest levels. (Lagrave, 2000, 471 — 473)

Until 1970s, the majority of young women whanted to achieve a higher education
were usually trained for the teaching professioeaching was seen as a good job for a
woman because she would still be able to be a gokedand care for her children because as
Crompton mentions in her study, ‘being a good motmeant full-time devotion to the care
of children”. Although the educational opportuegioffered to girls were clearly better than
they had been before, education was still part pfogess, which prepared young women for
gendered roles both in employment and within thaskbold. Even highly educated girls
were expected to go into a very restricted rangeaoéers. Nursing and teaching, therefore
were two of the major occupations into which refally well-educated girls were channelled.

Teaching, however, played a very special pattigher education for women until the
1970s through the development of the teacher t@irgolleges. The training colleges
provided the only form of higher education avaiéatd women when they did not have access
to the universities. Although teacher trainingglithe universities, involved full-time higher
education, it was, nevertheless, seen to be ofrletatus, had lower entrance requirements,
and prepared women for a career in which they wbelanore than likely to occupy a lower
place in the job hierarchy than the minority of m&ho trained alongside them. Another
important feature of teaching as a profession was this job offered working hours and
conditions which enabled employment to be combinid a domestic labour. Women in the

teaching profession experienced discrimination tmaching was, nevertheless, broadly



supportive of a woman’s domestic role. Teachenimngi was still the most important route to
higher education for women at the time when seawade feminism began to make a
significant impact in Britain.

Since the 1970s, young women have partiaipateprofessional education and training
other than teaching, and well-educated young wolna&e been going into ‘new’ professional
occupations in the finance sector, public serviod ao on. Women with ambition and
gualifications who went into non-gendered occupetjchowever, found a combination of
practical difficulties and discriminatory practiceshe complaint was that women with
gualifications equal to or better than male applisahad less chance of being offered the
same job. These practices prevailed since womea first recruited in large numbers in the
early 1960s — that women will have a ‘job’ while meill have a ‘career’. However, as
Crompton concludes this issue, women were no lohgppy to accept a second-class status
in the world of work and pressures from individuadmen, and the women’s movement have
also been extremely important in bringing aboutngjes in attitudes concerning especially

the acquisition of women’s rights and equal treatim@rompton, 1992, 59 - 68)

7. Women and employment

To analyze the status of women in the emplrynmarket, let us begin with the work of
Diana Leonard and Mary Anne Speakman who explaa #$ nineteenth-century values
increasingly stressed division between the privatel public sphere, women became
associated with the private sphere, with the hontevéth the values attached to it. Men were
expected to be competitive, calculating and unemnat| while women — the ‘angels of the
house’- were supposed to be warm, caring, calrblestand supporting other family members.

As for middle-class women, they belonged heirt families and homes where they
exercised considerable control and influence. H®@neW women were to be found outside
the home, it was usually in voluntary activitiegabos that were in certain respects extensions
of their domestic caring roles such as nursing;Hew, visiting the poor and helping to raise
money for charity - jobs that were often unpaidihea different criteria were applied to
working-class women. They were supposed to stadyate but if they had to earn money,
they were quite likely to be employed to do roulgbavy production work or dirty domestic
work such as laundry, for example. (Leonard, Speakrhi986, 10)



However, as Leonard and Speakman furthert@diout, it was assumed that married
women should not have paid employment. For a wifehave to go out to work was
considered shameful and unnatural, and to undepaie work within her own home for
example by taking in laundry, wet-nursing babiesing a landlady or to work in other
people’s homes as a washer-woman, needlewomanildrects nurse lowered the family
status.

Leonard and Speakman assume that the esclo§iwomen from the public spheres was
both cause and effect of their restriction to thenk and family and the fact that domestic and
caring work was consigned to them. Neverthelessrdhtrictions placed on women'’s lives by
their role in the family have led to demands foamye concerning divorce reform, wives’
employment and other transformation contributingthe liberation of women. (Leonard,
Speakman, 1986, 70 - 71)

The Victorian ideology placed women at hornet according taChronicle of Britain,
there were 701,000 more women than men in 1861s&pently, there were increasing
numbers of middle-class women, unmarried and ngediark to survive. Therefore, the
women’s employment bureau was opened in the sametgehelp guide such women into
new types of work such as cooks, copyists of lapeps interior decorators, shoemakers or
telegraphists. Despite the resistance of many mpening those new professions meant an
important step in the field of women’s employmentn the lowly paid jobs such as nursing,
teaching or working as governesses. (Heald, 198%), 9

Fowles also mentioned those new female agsrand prejudice of men against growing

female emancipation in his novel while Charles s@arching for Sarah:

He also helped his men to investigate the boomig female clerical agencies. A
generalized hostility to Adam was already evidenthiem, since they had to bear the
full brunt of masculine prejudice and were to beeoamong the most important
seedbeds of the emancipation movement. (Fowle%, BED)

Undoubtedly women have experienced many difficulties in theirg struggle for equal
opportunities and equal treatment in the labourketabecause as Abercrombie and Warde
explain, a woman'’s identity has been always orgaharound the home, domestic work and
child rearing. Thus, a woman'’s life has been largeinfined to private spaces — the home -
while men have dominated the public spaces outsiddhome. However, in the second half
the twentieth century, the romanticized pictureholusewives happy over their domestic

labour was replaced by image of depression amangem with small children who stay at



home, of women’s eagerness to take paid work evewarates of pay, and of the hard work
and monotony of domestic labour. Nonetheless, evieen women took paid employment,
they still did the bulk of the domestic work andmteok the important decisions. Therefore,
the degree of sharing of domestic work and wompa&tion in the marriage seemed to make
a little difference over one hundred years. (Abamdnie, Warde, 1994, 222, 293) Speakman
and Leonard also emphasized the fact that althahghexpectations had changed in the
twentieth century so it became accepted that nthiwm@men would probably work, possibly
part-time, and most wives made their own decisiooua whether or not to take a job, it was
still seen that if wives decided to take employmento return to education, it would be on
condition that it minimally inconveniences theirshands. (Leonard, Speakman, 1986, 30-31)

While elaborating the issue of women’s chaggattitudes to paid employment in the
studyMaternity, Family, and the Stgt&ladine Lefaucheur pointed out the fact that uthi
1970s, the nature of the home and the tasks chaogesiderably as a result of modern
equipment of household and growing use of modemswmer products, such as canned,
frozen, and prepared foods, detergents and othesehold cleaning products. Furthermore,
housewives increasingly turned to “outside supglidor many things formerly made at
home, such as clothing and meals. Since women mgetoneeded to devote full time to
housework chores, they were freed up for productiek outside the home. The same
transformation of housework also made such outsigik necessary, because many families
required two incomes in order to afford the newdoigis, equipment, and services that partly
or totally replaced traditional forms of housewdqilkefaucheur, 2000, 443 — 444)

As mentioned above, women have met with miaegualities and difficulties in the
employment market because many professions werep®st to them. In this issue, Stearns
pointed out that in spite of the fact that the g@nsector, consisting of retailing, office work,
healthcare, and other non-blue-collar work, stattedrow in the mid-nineteenth century, it
took until the last third of the twentieth centwen it became a large employer of women.
Many of these jobs such as secretary or bank elere formerly held by men and women
were generally excluded from high-paying male smryobs or professions such as university
teaching, law, or medicine. As opposed to men, thweye offered low-paying female
positions such primary school teacher or femalsaudowever, when women started to take
the rapidly expanding jobs in the service sectog, positions lost status, pay declined, and
various kinds of service work became “female glsstttacking any opportunity for
advancement. As Stearns further adds: “Service temded to go to young attractive women
who lost their post as they aged or married.” (8t2a2001, 28)



In the playTop Girls Caryl Churchill also emphasized the fact thateoldomen have
been more unlikely to get a satisfying job in thervece sector when Win, one of the
employees of the Top Girls’ Employment Agency, mtews a forty-six year old Louise
looking for a new job. When Louise admits her agén acknowledges that as a sort of
handicap: “It is not necessarily a handicap, wei$ iof course we have to face that, but it is
not necessarily a disabling handicap, experienes dount for something.” (Churchill, 1991,
51)

Despite the growing number of women employethe service sector since the 1960s,
women were still generally kept out of executivesiions even for following decades. Rose-
Marie Lagrave stressed the reality that while langenber of women participated in the
educational system and workplace, they were simedtasly relegated to feminized and
therefore devalued jobs or to the lowest levelshef hierarchy. The difference in pay was
seen as a logical consequence of the kinds ofyalmsen held. Furthermore, it was difficult
for women to gain promotion to upper levels of ktherarchy as it was believed that women
were less skilled than men. These factors seemiédisnt to explain the continued gap
between men’s and women’s compensation. The sagwagf women by job category, part-
time work and holding back of promotions had thieafof creating a dual labour market:
one for men, highly skilled and highly productivilne other for women, underskilled,
underpaid, and devalued. (Lagrave, 2000, 467 — 476)

Abercrombie and Warde offer the following Exmation for women’s disadvantaged

position in employment:

It is a result of their taking greater responsipithan men for the care of children, the
house, and the elderly. Women are seen to haver fekils and less labour-market

experience as a consequence, which in turn ledelssoskilled jobs and lower wages.
However, even women with the same qualificationsaa usually earn less. Women'’s
disadvantaged position is also seen as a restlieakstriction of women’s access to the

best jobs by patriarchal practices in the labourketaand the state. (Abercrombie,
Warde, 1994, 222)

In her play, Churchill pointed out the existe of a dual labour market created mainly
because of the discrimination and prejudices ctingisn the opinions that women were less
skilled than men. This issue is emphasized in the¢ where one of the characters, Win,
describes her experience from a previous employrikt@n like to make out jobs are harder
than they are. Any job | ever did | started doihgetter than the rest of the crowd and they
did not like it.” (Churchill, 1991, 65)



Even if women’s paid employment started taabeepted fact of modern life, not only in
the 1960s but also even in the following decadesyas still regarded by many as an
undesirable one. However, according to the worlCbélmers and Cheyne, in the 1960’s,
changes in industry had helped to create more {ien to women and growing light
industries and service industries recruited langealmers of women. Yet women continued to
experience inequalities in the labour market. Tresst the issue of women’s discrimination
that remained even in the second half of the twémttentury, Chalmers and Cheyne used a

guote from Shrew magazine published in 1971:

Women in our society are oppressed. In jobs weutanork for half pay, in the home
we do unpaid work fulltime. Legally we often havelythe status of children. We are
brought up to feel inadequate, educated to narrémvgzons than men are. (quote from
Shrew magazine, 1971, Chalmers, Cheyne, 1992, 90)

As a result of pressure by women’s groupstaed struggle for equality, a series of acts
were passed which aimed to improve the positiowarhen in the 1960s and 70s. The most
important of them were 1970 Equal Pay Act estaligsithat men and women should be paid
the same wage for doing the same work and 1975 [8ssrimination Act banning the
discrimination against women in employment, edacattraining, trade union activities and
in advertisements for job vacancies. These actg wapposed to provide women with the
same treatment, housing and employment and chamgenequalities that women had
suffered. However, inequalities between women aed m the labour market have proved
particularly difficult to change. The law has prdve be extremely limited in its effectiveness
in dealing with women'’s situation in the labourderand despite the growing liberation of
women in the society in the twentieth century, ueddies between men and women
remained, especially in the spheres of educatidnayour. (Chalmers, Cheyne, 1992, 90)

In spite of the inequalities, women’s paidrkvavas definitely becoming more recognized
and acceptable. Nevertheless, as Veronica Beecbeyed out in her studyWomen’s
Employment in Contemporary Britaingt only in the sixties but also in the followingahdes
it was still assumed that a woman’s work outside hlome should not interfere with her
domestic responsibilities in caring for her husband for her children and other dependent
relatives. Women’s paid work had to fit in with heeymestic role and she was expected to be
a good wife and mother. (Beechey, 1986, 125)

Marlene, a character representing the moderméssnvoman imop Girls also faces the

guestion whether to prefer a professional career ¢bild. Not only had she abandoned her



daughter to the care of an aunt at birth, but dbe bad two later abortions to be able to
concentrate on her career. (Churchill, 1991, 81)

O’Donnell argues that legislation has madeasier for women to continue and progress
in their career and it has become socially accépta married women to work. As a result
of increasing educational opportunities and greatgvectations of a satisfying career, a
greater proportion of women in Britain were in paichployment in the 1960s than at any
previous period of history. (O’'Donnell, 1993; 23233) However, the playop Girls by
Churchill proves that even in the 1970s and inye&f80s, women had to face the same
problems of discrimination and inequalities conaggrworking opportunities and differences
in pay as in the previous decades. As Churchiteehosocial changes in Britain affected
women in relation to employment but the nationdtgra was, in fact, relatively unshifting.
Despite equal opportunities legislation, women rieeth concentrated at the bottom of the
hierarchies of pay and promotion opportunities.ui€hill, 1991, 32) The interview of Louise
and Win shows the attitude of women to paid workwadl as the discrimination and
inequalities that Louise has experienced at wonknduthe two decades. Louise is a great
example of a modern and ambitious woman who has Heeoted to her job for more than
twenty years and who has given up her social biehfer career, however, as many other

women, she has always lost in the competition fontion with men:

| have built up a department and it works extrenvedyi, and | feel | am stuck there. |
have spent twenty years in middle management. & kaen young men who | trained to
go on, in my own company or elsewhere, to highengdh Nobody notices me,
everybody takes it for granted that my work is getf(Churchill, 1991, 51)

Churchill’'s playTop Girls shows the position of women in the second halfthef
twentieth century as well as their struggle to@gtof subordinate positions in society and to
be finally treated and appreciated on the samé &s/enen. Furthermore, this play reflects the
differences in pay and in promotion opportunitiecduse women were often employed in
professions that did not offer high salaries foaraple, in education, health and welfare or in
clerical occupations, and because so many womekedqgpart-time. As mentioned above,
however, women’s employment was mainly in servivgustries and therefore ‘Top Girls’
Employment Agency helps to find employment for wommainly in this sector. As
Churchill explains, more women became availablework in the 1970s, and with girls and
women gaining more academic and vocational quatibas all the time, they became more
competitive in the labour market. Neverthelessngea in social lifestyle affected the labour



market as well. Women had fewer children. Women th&dr first child later and their last
child sooner, and so the time spent bearing arsthgachildren declined. A shift in the moral
climate made single mothers acceptable, and rediheedressure on young people to marry
and have children. Nell, one of the employees ip TGirls Agency, who refused to get
married because she does not want to be “tied damd”“play house” represents this new
changed attitude to the married life and ambitidlia also admits that she got married in “a
moment of weakness”. Churchill further notes tlogiether with an increase in the divorce
rate these changes placed more women in need nbero independence and available for
work. During the 1970s most housework was stilliedrout by women, the basic drudgery
has been relieved by mechanical aids, freeing wofoewther things. The social activities
organised for women helped take women out of theséoHealth clubs, fithess classes,
dancing, aerobics and such like activities brougbinen together and developed women’s

consciousness of possible alternatives. (Churd8®l, 32-34)

8. Conclusion

Undoubtedly, by the second half of the tweahteentury, the position of women in society
has improved since the Victorian period when lifevomen had been difficult as women had
lacked the basic rights and had usually spent dire life in the home subordinated to their
husbands or discriminated against in the workplaédl. the considerable changes of the
1960s certainly affected the traditional marriagést of all, the roles have changed. A

woman was able to control over her pregnancieshadegreater possibilities to get divorced



if she wanted to end her marriage. Marriage na@dormeant the dominant husband who
made the money and submissive wife who stayed atehalid housework and cared for
children. More and more women had a paid employnsenthey gained more economic
power and became more independent. As Lagrave zewlyafter nearly a century of
stagnation, there was a major upheaval in family &&d women’s rights. Not only Britain
but nearly all countries, no matter what their ifiad, have been forced to adapt their legal
codes to changing social practices concerning nedern conception of marriage, rise in the
number of women working and consequently desirdugreater independence. (Lagrave,
2000, 471 - 473)

Nevertheless, despite their growing indepandeand better position in the society,
women still had to face great inequality and dreanation or sexual harassment in many
parts of their lives, especially at work.

In Hopkins’s words:

By no means all working-class women, married oglsinwere affected by the changes
set so far. Although many benefited from them, gbeial status of working women in
England in the early 1970s was based upon manyesitof subordination to men, of
biological limitations stemming from the role of man-as-mother. Enforced gender
inferiority of this kind was not likely to be ovearown within the space of a few years.
Even in work, women continued to be subjected ® dbxual harassment which was
still traditional in many workplaces. In higher edtion, fewer girls went to university;
in some families, it was still considered that snasded more education than daughters
did, and that higher education was wasted on gHe® might soon get married and
settle down to domestic life. Therefore, inequaditin society of many different kinds
remained as a handicap to women in spite of tharazbs of the time. (Hopkins, 1991,
171)

Yet growing emancipation of women broughtgeigdemands for independence and equal
treatment in the world dominated by men and theiuggle for a radical change of their
subordinated and discriminated role in the worldl & traditions and prejudices led to the
liberation movement. According to Stearns, the womdéberation movement was part of a
number of protest movements known as the “New |aftiich emerged in the period after
1960. Women fought mainly for equal working corwis, political rights and for the same
access to education as men were provided. Theggtent against legal, political and social
injustices as well as against inequality and sexymdression, which they had to face in
everyday life, and they demanded these injustecé®tfinally removed. (Stearns, 2001, 52)

One of the main issues of the women’s moveénmret960s and 1970s was abortion and

the greatest support was collected around thisestibAs it has been discussed above,



abortion and reproductive technologies have beemés since the nineteenth century.
(Stearns, 2001, 294-295) The law relating to aboréind the invention of the contraceptive
pill were important factors that have contributedte greater independence of women. In the
past, women had their own ways of preventing une@ptregnancy. However, these methods
were often unreliable or dangerous. As Hopkins @&xgl before the 1967 Abortion Act was
passed, abortion was generally illegal. lllegalrapens carried out by some unqualified and
unskilled person and other attempts to get rid mfuawanted baby were accompanied by
considerable risk to the physical and mental hezittne woman concerned, and even to her
life. By the Act, abortion became legal, providduhttit was certified to be necessary on
medical grounds by two doctors (Hopkins, 1991, 1@8)cording to Kaplan, the abortion
issue was one of the most unifying issues thatditbtogether literally millions of women,
including those who had little inclination to joanlocal women’s movement. The abortion
issue began to acquire new meaning through theafiseomen’s movements that view
abortion as a necessary condition for the libenatibwomen. (Kaplan, 1992, 13 -14)

Thus, the 1960s definitely meant an importsertod as some of the considerable changes
contributing to women'’s liberation took place aatttime. As results of the women liberation
movements, the sixties have been noted for biggeuad permissiveness, more freely
available contraception in newly developed formsvall as legalized abortion. In the essay
Truth, Dare or Promiseliz Heron nicely described the atmosphere of tB80% from a

woman'’s perspective:

The sixties are seen as the point at which oslivecame different from those of our
parents, and particularly, for girls, differentdndhose of our mothers and this applies to
all women of our generation. Through educationgdamsion and changes in the law,
through a greater control over women’s reproducte@acity and a greater sexual
freedom for women, for the first time, we are nbthe mercy of our biology and we
have a sense that we can still move forward, eliengh the equality that is our goal
may still seem a long way off. (Heron, 1992, 8)

As Heron further explains, despite the newnemic boom in the sixties that needed
women in the workplace to produce, to earn, to dpemarriage and children were still the
only safe goal. Yet women of her generation we first to have the chance to refuse
burdens “to understand that it was possible toseettiem, to realise that if you still could not
have everything, you could at least make some esaabout what you could have.” (Heron,
1992, 68)



Nonetheless, according to Mike Storry anceP€hilds, British women are still far from
achieving equality in the workplace even nowadd&sspite legacy of hard-won women’s
rights legislation, such as the Equal Pay (197@) &ex Discrimination Acts (1975), women
are still much more likely to be discriminated agii on grounds of age or physical
attractiveness, although employers are no longér &b openly specify gender in a job
description. In practise, however, equal pay legish is difficult to enforce and
discrimination hard to prove. (Storry, Childs, 19941-142)

Despite the remaining inequalities and disoration, women’s social position and their
possibilities in many fields of life has improveddathey have gained full basic rights equal to
men as well as wider educational and working opties. New technologies in medicine
have improved women'’s health and enabled themab tile family according to their wish.
Women'’s traditional roles have changed and theyehaw longer been tied up with
restrictions and strict rules that had been typfoalthe Victorian society. Overall, women
have achieved a greater emancipation and freedoaniore permissive society that Sarah
could only dream about while saying to her loveraflds: “You have given me the
consolation of believing that in another world, ey age, another life, | might have been
your wife.” (Fowles, 1985, 308)

Resumé

Tato bakalgka prace se zabyva kulturnimi a socialni rozdilpostaveni Zeny ve
spole&nosti v 60. letech 19. a 20. stoleti. Z#tuje se nejenom na tradii role Zeny jako
naplini zZivota zeny, ale také na zakladni prava @gajich celko¢ podizenou pozici ve
vztahu Wi¢i muzam.

Postaveni Zen ve viktorianské spotesti nebylo jednoduché, protozelynpouze malo
prav a jejich moznosti v tehdejsi spaiesti byly omezené. Zeny postradaly nejenom pravo
volit a to aZz do roku 1928, ale az t&nao konce 19. stoleti neily pravo ddit ani vlastnit
majetek. V praxi to tedy znamenalo, Ze veSkery takjedané Zeny i penize, kteréigadré
vydélala, patily jejimu manzelovi. Tato situace odsoudil&tdmu zen k poizenému
postaveni #¢i muzim a Zeny se tak stavaly majetkem svych manZitei meli také
vyhradni prdvo o vSem rozhodovat. Nerovné podminkyanzelstvi se ovSem tykaly také
piipadného rozvodu, ktery byl dostupny obvykle poometim a to az do konce 19. stoleti.

Zenam, které &sinou nendly vlastni finaréni prostedky ani narok na majetek po rozvodu,



nezbyvala jina moZznost, nezistat uwzreény v nevyhovujicim manzelstvi. Situace se
vyznamrié zmenila aZz v 60. letech 20. stoleti, kdy reformy zakoamoznily rozvod vSem
socialni skupinam. &Si dostupnost rozvodu byla také umé&ia uvolrénéjSi a tolerant®si
atmosférou ve spataosti, ktera s sebouipesla znény o gredsta¥ a gistupu k manzelstvi i

k roli zen.

Viktoriansk& spoteost povaZzovala manZelstvi a niatei za hlavni roli Zeny a tyto
néazory petrvaly az do nésledujiciho stoleti. Proto byd&wa divek v 19. stoleti v&tvana
pouze doma matkami nebo guvernantkami. Jejich vydativala pgedevsSim ve
spole&enském chovani admnostech praktickych pro manzelstvi. | kdyz nadidl®. stoleti
zataly vznikat di¢i internatni Skoly, festo se stéleilo, Ze ,slabé” divky by raly obdrzet
jiné vzclani soustedici se vice na praktickou vychovu, oblékamni vySivani nez
Jntelektualni® chlapci, ktd byli povaZzovani za mnohem bksSi a kreativiysi.
Viktorianské Zeny nebyly diskriminovany pouze vagil vzdlavani, ale protoZe pracovni trh
byl otewen gevazi muaim, Zzeny mély velmi mélo pracovnichffleZitosti. Od Zeny se totiz
neaiekavalo, pokud to finami situace rodiny nevyZzadovala, aby pracovala, adlg se
vénovala vyhradé p&i o domacnost a rodinu. Vkhvaci instituce tedyijpravovaly chlapce
na budouci kariéru, zatimco divky bylyigravovany na drahu v domacnosti. | kdyz v 70.
letech 19. stoleti, Zeny ziskalyigtup ke studiu na universitactepto pro 8 vétSina profesi
zastala uzakena. Tato situace se #nila az v nasledujicim stoleti, kdy Zeny ziskatySv
piistup ke vzdlani a vice pracovnichijbezitosti, zejména v sektoru sluzeb. Sirsi mozZnost
v oblasti vzdlani a pracovniho uplatni samozejm¢ prispely k vétsi finartni nezavislosti
zen. Zivotni styl i pozice Zen ve spéi®sti se také zlepSila siphodem novym technologii
v oblasti bydleni, diky nimz Zeny jiz nebylyigoutany tolik k domacim pracim jakdide.
Nicmére i pres dosazeni tité emancipace, Zeny i v druhé polavi0. stoleticelily
diskriminaci a nerovnym podminkdm v mnoha oblast&elidodenniho Zivota, zejména
v oblasti vzdlani a zamistnani.

Viktoriansk& Anglie byla znama svym purgnim a moralni fedsudky a to se
samozejme odrazelo i pedstavach dadné a peestné ze# jejichz hlavnim Zivotnim cilem je
stat se dobrou manzelkou a matkou. Tato doba by¥em i plnd rozporu, nebopres
vyhlasené puritanstvi a sexualni zdrZenlivost, sgéhrozvijela prostituce. Zeny musely
dodrZovat pisna pravidla, kterafpdepisovala jak se ma Zena oblékatredpvSim vhodh
chovat. Na rozdil od muz newra ¢i jakdkoliv intimni nemanzZelska zkuSenost odsoudila
Zenu na pokraj spalaosti.  Situace se &pzmenila az v 60. letech 20. stoleti, kdy se

uvolnily mravy a pedevsSim fistup k sexualni aktiktneprovdanych zen, stejmak jako ke



svobodnym matkam. Dostupnost antikoriegpilulky v 60. letech také vyznaramiispéla

k vétSi nezavislosti Zen, které se diky této nové antiegni metod jiZ nemusely spoléhat
na muze, a mohly sesmovat své karige beze strachu, Zesbbtni v dolg, kdy na di¢ jesg
nejsou pipravené. Reforma zakonu éepusenidhotenstvi v 1967 umoznilatsi dostupnost
interupce, zejména pokud se jednalo o riskanthotenstvi. | kdyZz nové antikoncag
metody a roz#éné moznosti interupce vyvolaly rozporuplné reakggnamri piispely ke
zlepSeni Zivota Zen.

Sedesata léta 20. stoleti byla obdobimreef a bojem Zen za svobodu a nezavislost.
Zivotni styl mnoha modernich Zen gpal ve skloubeni kariéry s giéo rodinu. | kdyz
mnoho Zen ziskala dikytsim pracovnim moZnostem finam nezavislost a také lepSi pozici
ve spolénosti, Zeny se stale potykaly s nerovnymi podmirikamnoha snirech,. Zenské
hnuti tedy bojovalo za rovnopravné podminky ve &émi a zamstnani, potléeni
diskriminace, za srovnatelny plat s muzi ale taketipsexualnimu olk¥ovani, pro ¥tSi
dostupnost antikoncepce a interrupce. Vysledkemsk&ho hnuti bylo, krognjiného,
schvaleni Bkolika reforem, které zakazovaly jakoukoliv diskivaci pohlavi a zfistupnily

jiZ zminénou interupci.
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