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Abstrakt

Tato bakalgska prace je zahena na analyzu vlivuitdy na spoléensky Zivot
ve Velké Britanii v mezivak&ném obdobi. V Gvodnicasti je podrob& vylicena
mezivaléna situace s ohledem na reélahi spolénosti do i zakladnichifd, kterym se
dale ¥nuje podrobi kazda kapitola. V kapitole prvni je analyzovatidd pracujicich
se zamirenim na vyvoj zivotnich podminek a jejich vlivu wauZziti volnéhocasu. Ve
druhé kapitole je imdstavena #tdni tida, kterd se dala spoléné s tidou
pracujicich zlepSenych Zzivotnich podminek v meer@m obdobi. FedevSim se
jednalo o vliv odbal v mezivaléném obdobi, zlepSené bytové situace obyvatelstva a
noveho fenomeénu rekreaceieli kapitola se podroknvénuje vlivu vyssi tidy a
aristokracie na vyvoj spalenského zivota v daném obdobi. Zde se jederdgqvSim o
vhodné vyuziti volnéh@asu aristokracie s propojenim na upsirvysadni pozice ve
spol&nosti. V za¢ru prace jsou shrnuta vSechna fakta, ktera vystimagdily

spole&enskychitid s ohledem na vliv na spoknsky Zivot.

Abstract

The bachelor work is focused on analysing theuerite of class on social life in
Britain between the wars. In the introduction, ithter-war period is described in detail
in relation to the division of social classes itlicee basic categories. The following
chapters closely describe and analyse particudaisek. The first chapter analyses the
working classes with regard to an improvementwhg conditions and the influence of
these improvements on making use of free time.sBwend chapter introduces the
middle class which together with the working classbktained improved living
conditions. It is mainly focused on the influend&cade Unions on the life in the inter-
war period, improved housing situation and a ndvenomenon - recreation. The third
chapter focuses on the influence of upper ctagsd aristocracy on the development
of social life in the inter-war period. This chapi® mainly concerned with analysing
free time activities of the aristocracy in connewtwith the strengthening of the unique
position of upper classes in the society. In thectigsion, all supportive arguments
describing the differences between social classisragard to social life are

mentioned.
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Introduction

Many discussions have been held on the topic aérembment and cultural
studies. The purpose of this work is to prove gpdbve the influence of class on social
life in Britain in the period between the two WoMllars. The work will take into
consideration all the necessary aspects of the éintewill concentrate on five main
stages: Underclass — Unemployed, Low Class — Wgrldlass, Middle Class —
Officials, Upper Class — The Rich, and Aristocracyhe Ruling Class.

First, it is necessary to understand the era ofbgnning of the twentieth
century to be able to recognize people’s needs. Sdwal and economic situation
between 1875 and 1914 was that the condition ofptha in most of Britain greatly
improved as prices fell by forty percent and reabes doubled. As stated by Hopkins:
“Hence, by 1938 real wages were 30 per cent higtaer in 1913” (Hopkins, 1991:20)
As a result of falling prices and increased wagesr families could eat better food,
including meat, fresh milk and vegetables. Thisatiyeimproved the old diet of white
bread and beer.

The British have always been keen on their childrénerefore, education
played an important role in their lives. As men&drby A.H. Halsey: “a typical school
at the beginning of the century was a public eldargmall age school accepting pupils
from the age of five and keeping them at schooll th¢ age of 12 — 14.” (Halsey,
1972:153) They were taught reading, writing andharetic. England also started to
build “red brick” universities in the new industrigities. The term “red brick”
distinguished the new universities, often brickkbuirom the older, mainly stone-build
universities of Oxford and Cambridge. These newaensities were unlike Oxford and
Cambridge, and taught more science and technologyatisfy Britain’s industries.
British were also aware of further influence of ealion on people’s lives. Therefore,
they were ready to pay high school fees for goagtcation at public schools. This is
also mentioned by Storry and Childs in the follogvgtatement:

It indicates parents’ wish to benefit from the faleat the private sector has
always had a disproportionately high influence aitigh culture and society,
dominating many aspects of British public life, frohitehall to Shire Hall,

from Parliament to local constituency parties, frima Institute of Directors to
local Chambers of Commerce. (Storry and Childs,719®)



The face of the towns had greatly changed in thadlaiyears of the nineteenth
century. The organized improvement of worker’'s heyed factory conditions, public
health and education had all come fast. Londongei@mple, gained most of its size
between the wars. According to Stephen Inwood: damextended its size six times
by 1939 compared to 1880.” (Inwood, 2003:645) Theuparity of having your own
house was widely seen in late 1920's as more fasdbuld afford mortgages. Sidney
Webb, an early socialist, amusingly described thgepof the new town authorities, or
municipalities, which carried out these changes.mfentioned by J.B. Priestly in his
work describing England:

| have come to the conclusion that this third Endlas the new after-war
England, which belongs more to this time than is teland. | thought that its
birthplace was America itself. It is England witigways, by-pass roads, petrol
stations, and factories, which look like moderrr faavilions, huge cinemas,
dance halls and coffee bars, ground floor hous#s small garages, Woolworth
supermarkets, cars, radios, tourism, factory warkemo look like actresses,
greyhound racecourses, swimming pools, and evewythivhich is free for
coupons from cigarettes packets. | knew, if thedsgppeared, | would see this
England along the northern edge of London, wheeeghtt wide road is coming
through the miles long houses, which are all ecqeappy a garage and a radio,
where you can find magazines about film stars, swimg trunks, tennis rackets,
and dance shoes. (Inwood, 2003:678)

London was England’s engine, hometown of its filnecord, radio, and
advertising business. It was the way on which newced styles and modern fashion
were coming to England. It was actually a bridgach@®f American cultural and
industrial invasion to Europe. Such thoughts haygpertive arguments in another work
by C.L. Mowat:

The big city was the product of the past, but inhtonued to grow,
straining ever more tightly the bands of its roads bridges and railways, its
bricks and mortar, its underground mains and sewed the labyrinth of
electric, telephone and telegraph cables. (Movwgd51231)

On the other hand, the British had to face post-s@ial crisis within its
population. The Great War was still on people’s dsiand a large number of families
were affected directly. There were still armlesscared people walking in the streets,
women who have never seen their husbands or bogfjealso mothers who still
wondered around looking for their sons. The timeseahard but promising as well.

The first after-war years appeared to be successfubst parts of human fields.



Church, as one of the important British featuresl dlso undergone some major
changes in its structure and influence. As stayeBdid McDowall:

In the country, the village priest no longer had gower he had had a century
earlier. Churches were now half empty, becauseawoymeople had gone to live
in towns, where they stopped going to church. B§01&nly nineteen per cent of
Londoners went regularly to church. Those who didally lived in richer areas.
This remains true today, when less then ten per aenregular church goers.
(McDowall, 1989:152)

The reason why people preferred other ways of spgritieir free time is also
provided by McDowall:

People were also attracted by other ways of spgnttieir Sundays. By the
1880’s, for the first time, people could think abamnjoying some free time.
Apart from museums, parks, swimming pools and tibearecently opened in
towns, the real popular social centre remainedtéleouse or pub. Thousands of
these were built in the new suburbs. (McDowall,2:382)

It needs to be understood that the economic grawtlthe middle of the
nineteenth century was later replaced by high uheyngent, which was seen as one of
the most worrying matters later in the nineteemhtary and developed mainly through
the shortage of work for English people. The niaetk century was supposed to be a
great success of the British Empire which reachsdlargest measurements in its
existence. The industry was on the right path bewed known for its reliability and
good workmanship. Also, British agriculture was assful as more ports were being
opened for trade in the middle of the nineteentitury. British farmers started to buy
more land and, in this situation, the prices ofdf@wopped rapidly but people could see
the rising prices for land. There was also anotharying sign - the US situation. The
sign of a threat from overseas could have beercesitie even earlier, but the British
thought of themselves as The Rulers. This highestéem was later on substituted by a
fear of the US, who had developed a good reputdtiotheir economy during the past
thirty years and could easily compete with Eurofieerefore, it could have been seen
that, after unifying their country, Americans aldeveloped a good reputation for their
products and services.

Another key factor was the unemployment. The ecoasituation from the
second half of the nineteenth century did not eaisy more. The world economic
troubles of the thirties also affected the Britssitial life. As mentioned in statistics:



At no time, from 1920 onwards, were there less tivam million registered as

unemployed, and a peak of nearly three million weseched in 1932-3. These
figures represented 23 per cent of all those imsult did not include

agricultural workers, domestic servants, and thieeseployed, the true total in

September 1932 was estimated 3.75 million. (M0o8891238)

This also affected the way in which people speeirttime. The poor ones could
no longer afford to waste their time as they webbbged to stay at work late to earn
money for their children. The economic crisis fréime beginning of the late twenties
and early thirties were the toughest for the pastdhred years. As mentioned by Paul
Johnson: “The average unemployment figure in 19288Iwas around fourteen percent
compared to six percent before 1914Johnson, 1995:294) The unemployment
situation of the inter-war period with its featuasd causes is described in more detail
by Charles More. It focuses on the unemploymemtémost hit industries such as coal
mining, iron and steel industry, shipbuilding, aedtiles. The unemployment figures
as mentioned by Charles More reached their peakd82 when the unemployment
figures were as follows: coal mining 34.5%, irordateel industry 47.9%, shipbuilding
and repairing 62%, textiles 30.6%, and the totatnuployment was 22.5%. (More,
1989:238)

As mentioned earlier, the supremacy of the Britisldustry was being
challenged by the USA but also by Germany. Whanheleepened the crisis was the
percentage of people employed in the main indwsstAs Hopkins points out:

At that time the staple industries employed abouguarter of the total work
force in Britain, and produced three-quarters @f vital export trade. Between
the wars, the textile industry, especially cott@uffered grievously from
competition from Japan, India, the USA and Italgni and steel production
dropped in the face of more efficient productionbmth Europe and the USA;
coal production was heavily reduced, partly becatseindustry was old and
inefficient as compared with its rivals, and pattigcause of reduced demand
both abroad and at home. Oil was replacing coflielsn ships, and depression
in the staple industries naturally resulted in @redased demand for coal.
(Hopkins, 1991:13)

After such characterisation it may be thought tihat whole England stopped,
but there were also some exceptions - areas sucbra®on, Midlands, and South East
were the prosperous ones. This was possible ddeetduilding industry, which was

largely supported by the government subsidies #edefore, kept people at work. This
will be explained in more detail in the Working €$achapter.



Despite the economic growth in the late thirtiés situation did not prove any
sign of stable positive development. As later m=li the economic growth, which
stopped the growth of unemployment, was due to @Wwhar Il. The country had to
prepare for the war. Therefore, it needed more lpeilopthe heavy industry to produce
more planes, ships, cars etc.

Another feature of the inter-war period which pldyen important role within
the society was the voting system. It is descriipedohnson:

Britain is well known for its respect for democratly 1911 only sixty percent of
the male population could go to the election. Mus possible only because the
poorest population did not go to the electionshay twere not registered within
the system. The half million of the wealthiest abelven dispose with two and
more votes. In 1910 two brothers disposed withtytHive votes. The right to
vote was extended twice. First, it was in 1918 tath in 1928.

(Johnson, 1995:291)

First, the voting right was extended in 1918 thtodlge Representation of the
People Act. This was an honour to women who wotkad through the war years and
helped to manage the life without men who were at \8econd, it was in 1928 when
all people over the age of twenty one receivedrigjie to vote. As mentioned earlier,
the position of women greatly changed after theaGvéar. They proved themselves to
have the same right for social advantages as tle population. This is also declared
by the following statement. “The position of womienBritain was changing. In 1918
after the war ended women over thirty were given \thte if they were householders.
By 1928 all women over twenty-one were given théevo(Fashion Era, 1) As the
British were struggling with the economic depressithey did not believe in their
previous symbols. “These days everything is retgtitrerefore, we cannot rely on God
anymore, we cannot believe in free trade, in mgesarents, coal neither in the social
status.” (Johnson, 1995:305) Unfortunately, thelsesymbols of the British Empire
still existed to prevent any changes in thinking.

As for the occupational pattern, things changeghdlly as the development of
manufacturing and services occurred. At the begmrof the twentieth century, the
factory worker, the miner, and the railwayman cobkl the symbols of the British
economic growth. However, in the 1920’'s and 1930’svas the nurse, the sales
representative, and the clerk who usurped theipositThe redistribution of occupations

is described by Charles More. It started soon #fieiGreat War and has continued until



today. The redistribution of occupations has séermgieatest development in services
and clerical occupations. Therefore, it was maithlg middle class employees who
profited. More compares the figures describinguhemployment distribution in 1911
t01971: The managers and administration rose frof3n 1911 to 8.2% in 1971.
Clerical workers increased its proportion from 4.824911 to 13.9% in 1971. Finally,
foremen, inspectors, and supervisors increaseg@rgportion from 1.3% in 1911 to
3.9% in 1971. (More, 1989:387)

As for the work orientation, there had been quitsignificant change in the
structure of employment. The inter-war period waes period when England became
certainly more industrialised and urbanised astgreand greater proportion of the
economy was devoted to industry rather than tccaljure. Detailed description on the
redistribution in particular sectors of the economythe first half of the twentieth

century is described by Halsey:

Employment Structure 1901 — 1961, England and Wales

Year | Agriculture | % Mining | % | Manufacturing | % Services % Total

& Fishing employed
1901 1,221,814 9 805,185 6 5,354,692 37 6,947,037 48 | 14,328,727
1911 1,260,476 8 | 1,044,594 6 6,272,897 39 7,706,432 47 | 16,284,399
1921 1,283,324 7 | 1,065,113 6 5,295,108 31 | 9,534,605 56 | 17,178,15C
1931 1,199,281 6 968,771 5 4,834,712 26 | 11,850,612 63 | 18,853,376
1951 1,074,061 5 591,030 3 6,517,332 32 | 12,153,995 60 | 20,336,418
1961 832,610 4 457,900 2 5,681,320 26 | 14,722,640 68 | 21,694,47C

(Halsey, 1972:279)

Class is undoubtedly one of the features whichfstiins the British society. As
for the class classification, it was not easy foe British themselves to establish a
correct approach to it, but all possible soluti@m&l up with occupation or cultural
specifications. As proposed by J. Stevenson:

None the less, broad notions of what constitutasscform part of both popular
and academic discussions of society in the tweéntmntury: they accord
primarily with occupational and cultural divisiomgthin the population as a
whole. (Stevenson, 1984:341)



This might become ambiguous as he explains later:

A clergyman living in a poor country parish migheNvhave had an annual
income less than that of a skilled printer workingFleet Street; culturally,

however, most would have little difficulty in assigg the former to the middle
class or the latter to the working class. Habitswairk, dress and speech,
inherited notions of status attached to particakreers and lifestyles, and, in
Britain as a whole, regional differences all tribub the complexity of the

concept of class. (Stevenson, 1984:341)

This explanation might have helped to better urtdacssuch complex matter as
class classification has appeared to be.

Social life in Britain between the wars will be died from several points of
view. Most of them will be connected with leisuvehich usurped the main position in
free time activities. Therefore, the definition sfich activities is necessary. “We
interpret leisure activities as those things thetpgde voluntarily choose to do in their
spare time when they are not working.” (Halsey, 2940) Leisure saw its greatest
development in the first half of the twentieth eemt It could fill time of the suburban
people, who spent most of their week-day time atkwand needed relaxation at
weekends.

Finally, for the purpose of this work, it has bestepted that classes will be
classified from the point of income and occupatiguattern. Classification of single

classes will be described separately in followihgpters.



Low Class - Working Class

The term “working class” included a wide range ebple. According to Charles
Booth, the working classes were divided into sitegaries. People: with high income,
regular standard income, regular small incomegui& income, occasional income and
low income. People with a regular standard inconezewthe majority in these six
groups. (Morgan, 1999:423) It should be also meetiowhy it is often described as
“working classes” and not “working class”. The fidistinction has been provided by
Ch. Booth, a second would be described by Hoplinsugh the skill: “Why working
classes and not “working class”? Largely becauseesindustrialization, there have
usually been important differences between skilleémi-skilled, and unskilled
workers.” (Hopkins, 1991:15)

A detailed proportion of manual workers in majorcggational groups are

available in the chart bellow:

The Occupied Population of Great Britain — Working Class

Occupational | 1911* | ** 1921* | ** 1931* | ** 1951* | ** 1961* | ** 1966* *x

Groups
Skilled 5,608/ 30.5| 5,572| 28.8| 5,618 26.7| 5,617| 24.9| 5,981| 25.3| 5,857| 23.7
Semi-skilled 6,310| 34.4| 5,608 29.0| 6,044| 28.7| 6,124| 27.2| 6,004| 25.4| 6,437 26.1
Unskilled 1,767 9.6| 2,740| 14.2| 3,114| 14.8| 2,709| 12.0| 2,037 8.6 2,099 8.5

Manual total 13,685| 74.6| 13,920, 72.0| 14,776 70.3| 14,450| 64.2| 14,022| 59.3| 14,393 58.3

*Number of persons in major occupational groupd,119 1966 (thousands)
**Major occupational groups as a percentage ofl imtaupied population 1911 — 1966 (percentages)
(Halsey, 1972:113)

When studied closer, the beginning of the 1920’s i@ time of improvement,
including: standard of living, the political powef ordinary workers, quality of health,
and, more importantly, spending free time enjoyeigure activities.

As mentioned earlier, the wages of the working <ldsubled in the period of
1875-1914. At the beginning of the twentieth ceptyreople had started to use their
free time. This was possible as they saved someynafter paying all necessary things

such as food, rent and clothing. The birth rate dlad decreased although people had



more money. Men and women had started to prefdingdior marriage and even used
abortion when a child was not wanted in the family.

The end of the nineteenth and the beginning oftwentieth century was also
marked by the establishment of trade unions. Ringly functioned for the purposes of
single crafts as they wanted to keep their unigs®nkater, at the beginning of the
twentieth century, the trade unions had startagsotheir power to keep more people at
work and gain unemployment benefits for their woskd he power of the trade unions
was noticeable especially with the working and rieddass people as they gained
benefits and treatment which were not possiblénateind of the nineteenth century at
all. The chart below shows the development of woskigeatment in the proportion of

working hours throughout the twentieth century:

Hours of work 1913 — 1985

Years | 1 2 3 4 5

1913 |54 56 56.4

1924 |47 46.8* | 46.6

1951 |44.4 | 46.3 | 44.6

1973 |40.0 | 43.9 | 38.1] 43.8§ 37.

==

1985 [39.1|445 | na.| 419 373

1 = Hours in standard working week (i.e. thosep@tl at overtime rates) of full-time manual workers
2 = Hours in actual working week (i.e. includingeottme and short-time working) of above

3 = Hours in average working week (all workers)

4 = Hours of all full-time male workers

5 = Hours of full-time female workers

*Negative figure = short-time working

n.a. = not available

(More, 1989:395)

These figures are also supported by Hopkins wha eNgagrees with K. Marx
about factory conditions:

Thus the coming of the factory system did not talinindustrial workers into

factory zombies chained for long hours to their hiiaes. This is not to deny, of
course that working conditions could sometimes éxy Yarsh at the turn of the
century, but the reality of the industrial work exignce was too complex and



various to be described simply in terms of long rsoaf what Marx called
machine-facture. (Hopkins, 1991:3)

The changes of working hours and the rise in wagesased the living
standards of the employed people between the wars.

As for the free time, it must be mentioned thairammeased amount of holidays
and leisure activities occurred in general. Leisarsvities became more common and
varied as working hours were shortened and reaes/agent up. Only a few lucky ones
could spend free time enjoying a leisure activitgl &ven have it paid by an employer
as a holiday before 1918. The situation after theaGWar changed as the trade unions
became powerful. More explains:

Finally, there has been a growth in paid holidaygiually non-existent for
manual workers before the First World War (althougbst workers did have
around two weeks off, including public holidayshidP holidays, usually of a
week or so, became widespread after the Holidayh Way Pact of 1938.
(More, 1989:394)

The second half of the nineteenth century, andcisibe the beginning of the
twentieth, was marked by indisputable rise of spativities. First signs of sport being
recognised as a leisure activity was at the entiehineteenth century when labourers
needed some entertainment after long working dayags a week compared to 5 now
days) at work.

The most favourite kind of entertainment for lowesrking class was football.
There were football teams in every city in the Uikilee end of the nineteenth century.
Football teams were not just 11 players on a piiclajso meant and expressed the
social and religious status of its supporters. Edanof such rivalry is presented by
Kenneth O. Morgan: “Everton always attracted Catlsotcompared to its neighbour
Liverpool which was supported mainly by Protestanti8lorgan, 1999:425) This also
meant that people started to travel more as theyt away to see their teams playing
away. It should be pointed out that players theweselbelonged to working class,
despite the fact that they have already startegato popularity. “Leading footballers
began to acquire national popularity, though sg#id little more than skilled
workmen.” (Hopkins, 1991:56) It needs to be rememthehat those days were the
beginning of professional football teams as thst firadesmen supported their teams

with money to promote their companies’ labelled dgpd~ootball attendance continued

10



to grow between the wars. In the major industriaés, football can easily be named
the most popular sport. It is important to mentibat football was seen as a proletariat
sport and anyone could afford to watch it. As faiting football matches the tickets
were affordable for all classes. Today, footbatdree commercialised and a family of
four members would pay at least £100 for a Prefmigrenatch (top division). This
makes football affordable only for people who arthex employed or very much
committed to supporting their team.

As mentioned earlier, watching a live professidonatball match has become an
expensive day out now-a-days. As more money waested in football, people realised
that it would be a great opportunity to earn moasywell. Football pools soon became
a very popular activity mainly for the working ct&s. The numbers were outstanding.
By 1938 an estimated ten million people were sepdhincoupons with stakes totalling
over £40 million. (Stevenson, 1984:385)

The influence of sport on English life had alsomaped new ways of spending
money, for example on betting. People at the beéginof the twentieth century could
bet on a national level. As an example, horse raeasg held in London could have
been bet on in Newcastle as communication chanmets set via telegraph and the
places were called betting shops. Hopkins pointslmuiaffects of betting:

A new form of betting, on the football pools, carre with ten million

customers by 1938. In 1937 there was a special traail from Liverpool to
Birmingham each week carrying 235,000 football @ngfor the Birmingham
area. Newspaper reading increased, the Lalkidaily Herald having a
circulation of two million. (Hopkins, 1991:57)

Housing played an important role in the social amidure activities of the
working class people. For instance, workers becarage enclosed within the family.
For those who have been skilled and fully employedias possible to get a mortgage
and enjoy the life in their own house. As preserigdHopkins, many of these could
take advantage of Lloyds George’s government plethgeé provided “homes for
heroes”; Addison’s Housing and Town Planning Actlei9 provided 213,000 houses.
Others followed: Chamberlain’s Housing Act of 1988/e a further subsidy to private
builders which led to the building of another 438)0Ohouses. Another Act in the
following year, passed by the first Labour governinand known as Wheatley's Act
increased the figure of council houses by 520,depkins, 1991:21) There were

11



finally approximately four million houses built ithe inter-war period. (Hopkins,
1991:23)

This process must have had an important influemcthe way people spent their
days off. Home centred activities became very papwls mentioned by More: “These
included gardening, difficult in most nineteentleentury working class houses, since it
only offered a yard; DIY, the scope of which ha@mémited by the smallness of many
houses and by the fact that they were rented.” @19889:395) There were also other
activities connected to home entertainment sudist@sing to the radio as a family, and
meeting with relatives or friends.

As for socializing, we have to mention the mostyap place which has been
used over the centuries. It is the pub. The placerg/working, middle and upper class
men went must be remembered with great respect aas/ nmportant political and
business issues were being resolved right theree Mentions that: “Important though
the pub still was as a centre for male communaviact (More, 1989:396) More
mentions that pub was a place of “male communi®gb was also a place where a lot
of men came to relax and enjoy the company of tinieinds. This is true, especially for
the inter-war period. The change occurred in thB0OXwhen women reached more
equal position in society. Storry and Childs memtio

In the past, pubs have performed different soalacfions. Traditionally they

were male preserves. Various sociological studase lsuggested that until the
1950’s the British pub was a more welcoming plawe & man than was his
home. It was familiar and cosy, with a fire and gansuch as darts and
dominoes. (Storry and Childs, 1997:110)

As for the development of pubs in the period betwdbhe wars, more
comfortable and civilised places were being buailstit the increased demands of their
visitors. The ordinary working-class pub was stk meeting place for working men’s
clubs and friendly societies, for games of domin@®ve ha’ penny, darts and to a
decreasing degree of skittles. One may think tbatatzing in pubs comes hand in
hand with an increased level of drunkenness, leitothposite is true. If we compared
the level of drunkenness before the Great War thighinter-war period, we would find
that drunkenness decreased. This was due to thiesed opening hours, which were

first introduced between the wars and the rule kegst also after the war. The lower
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number of issued licences and decreased consumgitioeer would also play its role.
John Stevenson points out:

Between the wars, consumption of alcohol never vexadl from effects of
higher taxations and shorter opening hours, whatkictions in the strength of
beer and a steep relative rise in the price ofitsppombined with changing
social habits to reduce the number of convictiamsifunkenness.

(Stevenson, 1984:382)

Below are stated some supportive arguments on aseiedrunkenness:

Production of beer for sale in the United KingdamlB10 — 1913 had average
thirty-four million barrels, but between 1920 ar@B8 never rose above twenty-
eight million, falling as low as thirteen milliomi1933 and during the thirties
generally running at about half the pre-war le8teenson, 1984:383)

Thank to the Great War, radio broadcasting wasdhiced to the British in
every corner of the Kingdom. Later, in October &22, the monopoly for radio
broadcasting was founded in London under the ndmB8€. (Hopkins, 1991:54) Soon
after, it became the most influential radio in #@untry. It provided entertainment,
reported events, trends, sports, and even religiensces nation-wide.

It is important to mention that radio listeningpesially at its beginnings, hardly
found its listeners among working classes, butliii@came very popular. As stated by
Hopkins:

December 1926 the British Broadcasting Corporatmmew form of public

utility, was established by royal charter, with thien of providing not only

entertainment but educative programmes as wells Tieant that some of the
programmes were very dull from the working pointvadw, but by the 1930’s

there were programmes of dance music, comedy shawigty and music-hall

programmes, sport commentaries and regular newstibsl in the evening. A

unique form of home entertainment came into exgde(Hopkins, 1991:54)

There are also other important matters connectdatdadcasting. These might
be of technical and economic origin. As people uggd to spending their free time by
the radio, they required more and more advancetlaagps. The very first ones were
quite primitive. This fact is also supported by Hoys:

The earliest wirelesses were primitive affairs, ehneeded much tuning in,
separate batteries, accumulators, and earphondbeBljirties, they had built-in
speakers, were plugged into the mains, and oftdnchhinets made of the first
widely used plastic, bakelite. (Hopkins, 1991:55)
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Spending free time in church was not very populitin any class. As people had
more money, they found pleasure in other activsiesh as football, cricket, shopping,
theatre, cinema and travelling. The church also raitl realize that religious service
became boring and very often difficult to understafss mentioned by a few workers at
the end of the nineteenth century and stated bgh®te Inwood “The service is not
understandable, and is boring. The social gap letveéergy and people is deep, and
also Sunday — the day to relax — is not a goodcetib{Inwood, 2003:609)

Theatre was a place where people came to relaxvatah usually melodramas,
the most popular topics of plays since the Victorgeriod. Theatres produced large
guantities of such plays as they were very popataong people. As Inwood states:

Dion Boucicault, the most productive, and populeanda writer of Victorian
period, produced almost 200 plays between 18401&&®. Melodramas had
only low literary value, but similarly to TV’s soapperas, offered lively
entertainment, addressed audience’s emotions, and often included moral
and social topics related to the life in Londomwbod, 2003:593)

From the beginning, the cinema addressed largeaenadspeople who queued
outside to see their first heroes and live outrthees in those few minutes inside the
cinema. The popularity of the cinema, which arasenfits very beginning, had its roots
in several reasons. People could experience faegplaf the world, which they would
probably never have visited themselves. They cémidget about the reality for those
few moments. With the arrival of voice, the cinempdpularity even increased.

By the 1930’s a vast new entertainment industry Ibeen created, centred on
Hollywood, where nearly all the flms were made dinel stars lived; the British
film industry was puny by comparison. A vast outptiAmerican films flooded
Britain — musical, comedies, westerns, dramas, garggy and Walt Disney
cartoons. They were usually accompanied by a weasiysreel.

(Hopkins, 1991:55)

The rise in film production also discovered anothiett for business people, as
they found a great interest in building new cinemabke following should be

mentioned:

Great chains of new cinemas appeared such as thenQABC, and Gaumont
cinemas. They provided programmes consisting ofagpomfilm, a supporting

film, a newsreel, and sometimes advertisement apdilpr organ music, all for
less than a shilling in the cheapest seats, andnallarm and comfortable
surroundings. Older cinemas, often less civilisgere called flea-pits. Cinema
attendance reached extraordinary levels, and ieduUSunday opening in the
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1930’s, by 1937, about twenty million went to theetna weekly, and about a
guarter of these patrons went more than once a agaekost cinemas changed
their programmes mid-week. (Hopkins, 1991:55)

Also, the cost of tickets was low. Therefore, a kiygérip to the cinema was a
cheap, pleasant activity for anyone who could ergolittle bit of dreaming. This
included people of all ages.

Cinema also influenced people’s trends and fastéomen tried to look as the
film stars. As mentioned below:

Women wanted to look like their fashion icon scregols, wear the hairstyles,
make up and clothes that their favourite star, wheiously belonged to a very
modern advanced world wore. Film goers wanted modeoks like their
fashion icon screen and royal idols of the days(i@n Era, 2)

Cars were mainly affordable for higher classesthar price and maintenance
cost reasons. On the other hand, motorbikes besamepopular with the working
classes. Some of the working class people wereyltelown a bike or a motorcycle
combination (that is, with side-cars). Motorcycleered less comfort but became
widely used for travelling to and from work. Thels@ attracted young people as a
leisure activity and soon races started to appgeatopkins mentions: “The wider use
of the motor cycle led to a new form of spectajoors dirt-track or speedway racing,
much patronised by the working classes.” (Hopkit891:56) The highest rise of
motorbike use is connected to 1920’s. As Stevepsants out:

In 1920 there were more motor cycles than cars,namibers reached a peak in
1930. During the 1930’s, however, numbers declimgdbout a third, reflecting
perhaps the effects of the depression on the hunmbégor cyclist and the
purchase of motor cars by the more affluent” (Steea, 1984:391)

Horse and Greyhound racing were other pastimeitetivenjoyed by the wide
mass of working classes. People liked the oppdstuni gamble or to just watch the
race. “Greyhounds racing on permanent, floodlitksawere first introduced in 1926.”
(Hopkins, 1991:56) Despite the fact that bettinggogyhound and horse racing was an
illegal form of activity, people enjoyed it a loThere was a very limited degree of
police threat. Therefore, people also put their eyomto it. Attendance reached the
highest level at the beginning of 1930’s. As Steggnmentions:
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Greyhound racing claimed as many as eighteen midlitendances by 1931. As
with horses, off-course betting was illegal, bwg grovision of greyhound tracks
in most of towns of any size made on-course bettingh easier.

(Stevenson, 1984:384)

Holiday was an activity discovered at the beginnaighe twentieth century.
Holidaymakers recruited themselves from people whpyed travelling. The rise of
holidaymaking occurred as more people could payttier buses and trains, later on
substituted by motorbikes and cars. Travelling dlstped to develop places such as
Brighton, Portsmouth, and Dover. Holidaymaking Imeeajuite a mate sort of activity,
where people enjoyed meeting in summer holiday samipich almost became like
communities. Organisations such as (YHA) the Yodtistel Association founded in
1930 also helped to support affordable travellimgyloung people. It reached its peak in
the early 1950's.

The working classes could feel that they gainedebetonditions from their
employers as well as from the state institutions.sfated earlier, the living standards
rose almost for everyone between the wars. On ther chand, there was still a
community of people which were helpless in everywidnese were the unemployed.

The unemployed were the group of people who ineédse most in numbers in
the inter-war period. They also had to cope withtaf problems concerning the basic
living situations such as food, clothes, and tebelter. On the other hand, it was also a
group of people who improved their living standar@iee so called “life on the dole”
became an opportunity for many families to sunthe toughest years of the depression
under the wings of a supportive government. Althoang one could expect any sort of
luxury life, everyone could at least have food ahathes. It was calculated that in
South Wales one third of the single men and ndwaliythe married men were better off
on the dole than in their last job. This certaisdys something for their basic standard
of living when employed.

As for the time passing, there were several passilalys of how to spend the
entire days being out of work. Britain is well knevior its voluntary system, which has
its roots back in the eighteenth century. It hae dlelped many unemployed people to
pass their time.

First to mention is the YMCA (Young Men’s Christi&ssociation). It secured

the most needed ones with a place to stay. Setoa&alvation Army helped everyone
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who could not find a place to stay and eat. Thifde National Council of Social
Services organised a nationwide network of clubiser@ were about 400 of such
supportive clubs in 1935 with a membership of arguaof a million. One of these is
described by writer J.B. Priestley in iaglish Journey (1934)

It was a dismal hole in a dark back street. Infitst room, some youngish men
were at work. One or two were cobbling boots, dhisbling and heeling, for
which they pay — in order to cover the bare costhefleather — a shilling for
men’s, nine pence for women'’s, and six pence fad@n’s boots. The other
men were making things out of wood. They were nydsiihgs for their homes,
such as cupboards, bookcases, coal-boxes, and ttkks for children.
(Hopkins, 1991:36)

From the reader’s point of view, it might be undeosl that Priestley shows
such clubs, as under one’s dignity. That would beng. These clubs helped one to be
occupied and, as later realised, it was a verytigesactivity. Psychological illness due
to feelings of depression was certainly common agrtbe out-of-work people. In 1932,
an average of two unemployed men committed suicidevery day in the year. In the
period from 1921 to 1931, suicide rate among medeutwenty-five years of age rose
by 60 per cent. (Hopkins, 1991:36)

There were also other activities for the unemploged most of them were
similar to working classes ones. In the summer tithey could enjoy walks in the
neighbourhood, cycling, and gardening. In winterdj activities were limited to places
that offered warmth. Therefore, the range of atiéisi differed. People stayed long in
bed, went to libraries, or visited cheap cafés ok tmars. The unemployed also visited

cinemas, football matches, or listened to the radio
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Middle Class - Official Class

This class, as it is known today, was formed aftertain changes which
occurred at the end of the nineteenth century. Was possible due to a need for
hundreds of thousands of new officials who hadeouse the British daily life. The
officials were of any age, starting their work ahen or nine fifteen. No one could
possibly count them as they were rising in numlvery quickly. These officials were
later called “white collars”. They were in chargeretail sale, administrative work in
banks, accountancy, and other business activifiegy also helped with running the
council activities on the county as well as onnléonal level. More then forty percent
of these officials worked for business men, lawyersurance companies, and
accountancy, but they were not considered “whiteaisd. It must be pointed out that
“white collars” did not rise only in nhumbers butetiproportion of workers in general
had changed. These changes in the structure obgmpht proportion are illustrated in

the following chart:

The Occupied Population of Great Britain — Middle dass

Occupational | 1911* | ** | 1921* | ** | 1931* | ** | 1951* | ** | 1961* | ** | 1966 | **
Groups

Managers 631| 3.4 704| 3.6 770| 3.7 | 1245| 55| 1268| 5.4 | 1514| 6.1
Higher 184| 1.0 196| 1.0 240| 1.1 435| 1.9 718| 3.0 | 829| 3.4
Professional

L ower 560| 3.1 679| 3.5 728| 3.5 1059| 4.7 1418, 6.0 | 1604| 6.5
Professional

Foremen & 237, 1.3 279| 1.4 323| 1.5 590| 2.6 682 2.9 | 736| 3.0
I nspectors

Clerks 832| 45| 1256| 6.5 | 1404| 6.7 | 2341| 10.4| 2994| 12.7| 3262| 13.2
Salesmen & 989| 5.4 980| 5.1 1376| 6.5 1278| 5.7 1398, 5.9 | 1516| 6.1
Shop Assis.

White-Collar | 3433| 18.7| 4094| 21.2| 4841| 23.0| 6948| 30.9| 8478| 35.9| 9461 38.3
total

*Number of persons in major occupational groupd,119 1966 (thousands)

**Major occupational groups as a percentage ofl imtaupied population 1911 — 1966 (percentages)

(Halsey, 1972:11B

18



There are also some other important figures comugrithe middle class
employment structures, as stated by Halsey: “Dutimegperiod under review, clerical
occupations grew by 292 per cent and increased ¢heire of the total labour force
from 4.5 per cent to 13.2 per cent.” (Halsey, 1982 Finally, the period from 1911 to
1966 saw the greatest increase in white collar patons. According to Halsey, the
number reached an incredible 176 per cent. (Hals®%2:98)

As for the size of companies, it needs to be maetiothat most of them had
very few employees. This can be demonstrated bwthds of Stephen Inwood:

Most of the financial institutions were not largampanies. The average bank or
supermarket employed forty eight people. The bigfieancial banks (Brandts,
Barings or Kleinworts) employed sixty or seventfiaéls, the bank of England
employed approximately one thousand officials i@ Inwood, 2003:452)

Financially, most of the officials were on the saesel as workers. Members of
both groups earned between 75 — 150 British poumdgear. But socially and
economically, the groups were on a completely dbffie level. “White collar” of any
level would only socialize with another “white aafl but would never meet with a
worker.

Officials lived in suburbs thank to an improvedafitting housing situation. It
was not only an exclusivity of upper class to owhause. People with an average
income could afford a house because the governmedtbanks made it possible
through an advanced system of mortgages. Accottdirfiggures presented by Inwood,
an average loan mortgage rate in the mid 1930'sAas 5 percent. Therefore, a semi-
detached house would then cost 600 British poupdg&l in twenty years. (Inwood,
2003:644)

As for the working and living standards, there weateost no differences
between a skilled worker and an official. This alseans that generalization for both
classes may be used. The wages have been growirggnfost a half of the century;
more money was available for the average familysghmembers worked. Of the extra
spending money, it has been calculated that aeuadnt on more nutritious food, and
forty-five per cent on clothing, rent, fuel andhtg household equipment, newspapers,
tobacco and transport. The rest was spent on lgtmgin-essential items such as

holidays, entertainment and on consumer goods asicadio and vacuum cleaners.
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Theatre, visited mainly by middle and upper classpbe, was a place to relax. It
developed due to an improved economic and trarespamt situation. People from
business, finance, civil service, and freelancekddofor opportunities how to spend
their evenings not only by sitting at restauranmtfi@mes, but also for ways to entertain
themselves. As mentioned earlier, thank to an inguidransportation situation, more
buses, trains and underground connections werdablaifor a large portion of the
community. Therefore, directors could have staddisheir program offer for a longer
period and pay more to play authors as one playapp repeatedly. Therefore,
theatres attracted well reputable authors. New rgéine audience was well situated,
appreciative, and not demanding. They usually censz=e new Shakespeare’s plays or
adaptations of French authors.

Cinema was quite a new kind of entertainment, byieople were in favour of a
new modern lifestyle, they soon got used to spendiiee time in them. Mainly, it
became the favourite with young, middle class pe@s they were bored with music
halls and theatres. Cinemas also attracted visftorsheir unique indoor decorations
and furnishing.

Indoors of new cinemas from 1920’s, even the cireefram the gloomiest and
most dull places were extremely well decorated ardtic. Combination of
stuccowork, shaped glazed tiles, and coloureddigh¢ated the same wonderful
scenes, which could have been seen on the silvegrscThese big caricatures of
Maori palaces, Italian renaissance courtyards,Eangbtian temples should have
provided people an atmosphere of hope and joy.ddly2003:681)

New cinemas were also cheap, therefore, easilydshde for all classes. They
also appeared to be more comfortable. As mentibgddwood:

Most of young Londoners did not have enough moihey,for 6 pence, they
could enjoy entertainment for the whole afternobhey could watch 2 films,
news, short concerts and perhaps a live varietyvsl@irls and young ladies
could feel a lot more comfortable compared to tlesatvhere they had to behave
according to high social standards. (Inwood, 208B)6

Cinema was also the place where people could seeotlalty’s life. This was
possible before the actual film started. Peopletedgto come into contact with royalty
and see their lives. As stated below:

In both the UK and the USA, royalty was feted ailed newsreels with their
appearances at events whatever side of the Atléinég photographed. The
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Princess Marina aadiiichess of York, later
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Queen Elizabeth consort of George VI all attracteds and views on what and
when they wore certain clothes. (Fashion Era, 3)

The rise of the cinema also affected the lifespaumuosic halls and theatres.
Some of the theatres survived thank to upper gasgle as they understood them as a
suitable place to meet for social and “politicatasions”. Concerning dance halls, they
still attracted people who wanted to enjoy a night together with a partner. As
presented by Stephen Inwood:

Dance halls first appeared in England hundredseafs/ago. Young gentlemen
were obliged to arrange a meeting with a partrar,ekample in dance halls
such as Cremone and Argyle, the same as it is Rdaya in Hammersmith
Palais. (Inwood, 2003:682)

It must be mentioned that attendances were alskedcaccording to the
entertainment they visited. The differences in ®eroccurred with the particular
activity. This is explained by Storry and Childs:

‘Audiences’ are more sophisticated again becausg listen. ‘Viewers’ is a
euphemism which denies the passivity of the telemi&ouch potato’. ‘Theatre-
goer implies some form of dynamism and the wordffbcomes from the
uniform (made of buffalo hide) worn by smart regitse

(Storry and Childs, 1997:114)

In the late 1920’s, the first dance halls weretsthto be built in London. This
was connected with the popularity of jazz and swaaghe nation became very fond of
the American way of life. It was just before thee@rWar when jazz and swing were
introduced to the nation by the American Ragtimee©cThe popularity of waltz,
foxtrot, one step, and the way of life even incesagluring war-times as more
Americans visited the British Isles. Strict rulescerning the sexes were substituted by
an easy-going atmosphere of the after-war yeara:odd, 2003:683)

Football always attracted large masses of peopte ramddle class was no
exception. There were hundreds of clubs alreadgtidadl soon started to be a no. 1
sport for working and middle class men. It alsoaated children. Therefore, a family
visit to a professional football match very sooncdree a well-enjoyed weekend
activity. As for the football competitions in Engld, a detailed structure is presented by
Storry and Childs:
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There are two major groups of professional clubscivtplay in either the
Premier or the Football League. There are also itwe&n competitions: the
League Cup which is based on points won and th&€&@ which is a knockout
competition. (Storry and Childs, 1997:113)

As mentioned earlier, football often expressedaaas well as religious status.
The following statement demonstrates how Engligipetters felt about the importance
of football: “Football isn’t just a matter of lifand death. It's far more important than
that.” (Storry and Childs, 1997:113)

Cricket retained its popularity mostly over the symparts of the year, especially
in the summer. Cricket as well as football oftepressed a social status. It was never
widely played by working classes but largely enpbyley middle and upper class
population. To demonstrate such class divisiongricket, see the following statement
presented by Storry and Childs:

However, there are class associations to all Briiports and in the case of
cricket there is a history of contention for ‘owsleip’ of the game. For example,
many British stately homes have an adjacent cripkeh and pavilion, where
over the years encounters have taken place betigeatiemen and players’.
This again underlines the British distinction betwe the upper class
(gentlemen), who are leisured and admirable, aedldiver classes (players)
who work and are disparaged. (Storry and Child971813)

Rugby had the image of a middle class sport. Thgarozed form of rugby was
the Rugby Union. It had the image of a non-profasasi sport. Therefore, it was
popular with large masses of people. For a morailédtexplanation, see the following
description provided by Storry and Childs: “Ruglsycontrolled by the Rugby Union
and the division between lower social status soptayers and higher social status
rugby players ...” (Storry and Childs, 1997:111)

There is also other curiosity concerning rugby.mentioned above, rugby had
the image of a middle class sport. Therefore, iildoe expected to be played on the
grounds of well established schools. Storry anddShave a different opinion:

One of the many paradoxes of British society i$ #itdiough most of the Public
(that is private) schools in Britain play the mieldilass game of rugby as their
main sport, both Eton and Harrow, Britain’s mostlagive schools, have
always played soccer. (Storry and Childs, 1997:112)
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There is also distinction in the terminology useddescribe particular classes
when they watched their games and plays. StorryGimids mention that:

Those who watch soccer, rugby, cinema, televidioeatre, or opera are known
respectively as ‘crowds’, ‘spectators’, ‘audiencegiewers’, ‘theatre-goers’, or

‘opera-buffs’. These terms form part of a spectfeultural snobbery. Soccer
fans are traditionally working class and are caltedwds’, suggesting that they
are amorphous. Middle class people who watch ragbyspectators’ — they are
dispassionate onlookers. (Storry and Childs, 198%):1

Motorbikes and cars which attracted all people fritv@ir introduction to the
market at the end of the nineteenth century becaffioedable mainly for middle and
upper classes. People could enjoy their weekendseirtountry, for example, visiting
their far living relatives. The car also became @asurement of class distinction. As
presented by Hopkins: “Popular models includedtitnge Baby Austin, the rather larger
Morris Oxford and Morris Cowley, and the Ford Paulwhich sold at about £100.”
(Hopkins, 1991:56) These were mainly affordabletf@ middle classes. Other sources,
such as John Stevenson, provide similar informatttnpresents motoring as one of the
new ways of leisure activities:

Motoring also provided an important aspect of graydieisure opportunities for
the middle classes. Although the phrase “motormgtlie million” was coined
in 1919 when there were only about 100,000 carshenroads, the inter-war
years witnessed a huge expansion of private caeship, reaching two million
by 1939. (Stevenson, 1984:390)

Stevenson also quotes some prices of the most quoganls of 1920’s:

Small ‘family’ cars like the Austin Seven were comiwithin the reach of some

middle-class families. Capable of 50 m.p.h., idgolr £225 when it appeared at
the end of 1922. By the early thirties an Austiveéecould be purchased for as
little as £118 and a small Morris or other makeldetween £100 and £200. Cars
brought in their wake a host of administrative tagans as well as changes in
leisure habits for car owners. (Stevenson, 1984:390

Golf became a sport of middle class men. Playensndoa wonderful escape
from the daily troubles while enjoying the eightdesle green course. Stevenson
describes the influence of golf on the middle @ass

For middle-class men, golf provided an increasingdypular recreation, as new
courses opened up on the fringes of the suburtthoddh more popular in
Scotland than in England, golf was on its way todmeing a badge of middle-
class status, so much so that a particular stylgotfing dress, ‘plus-fours’,
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became fashionable amongst suburban men who nerd@rngar a golf course.
(Stevenson, 1984:389)

Golf reached its greatest popularity in Scotlandrehthe conditions were even
better, especially thank to the weather. Golf dsmight new fashion trends to middle
class men. They started to wear jumpers and the p&hirt, originally used for polo
games, also appeared. To be considered a man eathrganners and social status, one
needed to know how to play golf. Since then, peagigyed long afternoons by
playing golf and chatting with their friends, busés partners, colleagues.

Smoking, today, is highly watched and discussedesiit has been found
dangerous to one’s health. It may sound awkward, ibuthe 1920’s and 1930'’s,
smoking was a highly fashionable part of daily.l#es Stevenson points out:

Between the wars cigarettes retained a still nedfti clean image. Little was
known about the links between cigarette smokingtaedrarious lung and heart
diseases. Films and advertisements did much tolaapa smoking, especially
amongst women, as a fashionable symbol of emammipatvhile for men,
lighting a girl's cigarette became a romantic oficlof countless films.
(Stevenson, 1984:384)

Holidays became more common in the inter-war pejuatl like for the working
classes. The power of trade unions secured morangayes for the middle classes.
Almost three quarters of middle class members tbekopportunity to leave the town
and enjoy holidays away from home. As mentionediexathey could use trains, cars,
and also coach services. Coaches became populdhdoravailability at any time,
especially for daily trips and excursions. They eaveheaper than trains and one did not
need to change at stations. The boom experiencedithholiday as registered in the
1920’s was seen in such measures for the first tiheeple got used to taking a week or
even two weeks off work and escape from daily ttesibThe better job they had, the
better holiday they could usually afford. The hajddestination also showed their
social status. The major holiday resorts in Britare established by the South coast
for several reasons. First, the accessibility fiommdon was easy by train, coach, and
car. Second, the mild weather made the coast apleasant place, especially in the
summer. Finally, the sea itself offered quite aapsnt and relaxed atmosphere.

Blackpool was one of the most successful placegediby the British. These successful
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places offered a wide range of leisure and entertant activities such as swimming
pools, ballrooms, cinemas, dance halls, pubs, rlgiis, and fairgrounds.

Finally, it is inevitable to mention that some bétactivities mentioned with the
working and middle class would not be possible aiththe presence of the rural areas.
The British still had a very close relationshiptheir countryside. Despite the fact that
sport began to play a significant role in theieBy it was the countryside that attracted
families to spend their weekends off work. Halseinfs out:

As many as fifty-eight per cent of people claimedgb to the countryside for
pleasure or recreation at least once a monthytbixtper cent used public parks
or gardens. The rest of the activities such asmuaédingo, football, rugby, or
cricket matches attracted a response of more tbanpér cent for frequent
participation (football 17%, bingo 12%, cinema 10%b)alsey, 1972:263)

Therefore, it was the walk to the countryside, ydakcursions, or visiting

castles, which usurped the highest percentage afawsuge activities.
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Upper Class - The Rich

This class was full of well established business meself-made men, people
who tried to push new prospects into reality andden&dreams come true”. The
members of this class later became successful rheemtial politicians. The upper
class members penetrated into exclusive socialscarm got involved in high-class
social occasions. These people received univedgtyrees, usually at Oxford or
Cambridge. They belonged to the middle, but mastlthe upper class families. Some
of them entered the upper class after their sudodsssiness, which they developed in
the inter-war period. As mentioned by Storry andd&h

The traditional upper class was always closely @ased with the aristocracy.
They lived in stately homes and had their charagti@ped on the playing fields
of Eton. They were hereditary elite whose wealtd position were based on
property and title. These were both used to galbstsutial political privileges.

For example, the House of Lords, an unelected sechamber, held a veto over
House of Commons legislation until 1911. (Storrg &hilds, 1997:208)

The gentry were losing their predominance in thésg as the price for land
went sharply down before the war. They could ntardfto keep their second homes in
cities, mainly in London, but had to sell themtfiffhe homes were often sold into the
hands of self-made men and rich businessmen. Aggubout by Stevenson:

The real losers in this process were the landedrgesa group whose fortunes
had been in decline since the agricultural depoessif the late nineteenth
century. Without the spread of resources and mearnbversify of the larger
landowners, the inter-war years took a heavy tblsmaller, long established
families. (Stevenson, 1984:334)

The loss of control over the business area wa® rand more apparent as years
went by. The position of the wealthiest and moBuéntial families was weakened by a
new group of entrepreneurs. This is explained loyr$tand Childs:

Over time, therefore, the aristocracy has beenugi@dreplaced by a new upper
class of businessmen who emerged with ‘gentlemaigracteristics’ and

settled in London and the south-east. These ‘gmiaitdy capitalists’ have come
to dominate the financial and political heart ofitBh society. (Storry and

Childs, 1997:208)

Detailed proportion of Employers and Proprietorsaiwilable in the chart

bellow:
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The Occupied Population of Great Britain — Upper Chss

Occupational | 1911* | ** | 1921* | ** | 1931* | ** | 1951* | ** | 1961* | ** | 1966* | **

Groups

Employers & 1,232| 6.7 1,318 6.8| 1,407 6.7| 1,117 5.0/ 1,139 4.7 832| 3.4

Proprietors

*Number of persons in major occupational groupd,119 1966 (thousands)
**Major occupational groups as a percentage ofl tmtaupied population 1911 — 1966 (percentages)
(Halsey, 1972:113)

As mentioned earlier, members of this class mos#geived university
education which helped them to understand the nekdtlse time and provided them
with important information for their coming occupmats and careers. The links between
the social class and education have never beenathadrent as they were at the
beginning of the twentieth century. A. H. Halseyntiens:

A higher proportion of children from the professabrand managerial classes
have a grammar school and university education tfachildren from the
manual worker classes, and the difference is mastked at the extremes.
(Halsey, 1972:161)

Education played an important role in preservingearpclass values. It passed
the information about the family. Close relatiomshibetween upper classes have
always been a common thing. Therefore, childrenseth families had a close
relationship since an early childhood. This watofeed by meeting at one of the public
boarding schools such as Eton, Harrow and Rugbterlan, most of these classmates
met at Oxford or Cambridge. After graduating, Odge diploma became a tool to
inform everyone of one’s place in the society. Sedhcation opened most of the doors
in the country and started successful career. Toeeps of obtaining unique position in
the society is described by Storry and Childs:

It is a self-selecting elite, closed to outsideCmntacts occur so frequently
within the upper class because of their common dpacind. The first point of
entry is family background. The second is a pubtihool education, privately
funded by parents. The ethos of British fee-payunglic schools such as Eton,
Harrow and Rugby is geared towards lifelong frignpsAt boarding schools,
pupils live with each other during school termsisTélows the development of
extremely close social friendship between pupilgl #meir families. This is
followed by an Oxford or Cambridge education whetpands the networking
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process still further. A public school/Oxbridge edtion moulds integrated elite.
(Storry and Childs, 1997:210)

As the relation of schooling, leisure, and socalvéties have always been very
close, the school played an important role in engyree time activities within a
community and in people’s lives. It is proved tpabple do not change their habits in
general as soon as they reach twenty — five ydaaigeand keep them for the most of
their lives. This also means that, despite someomaéhanges, they keep their social
habits for the rest of their lives.

Therefore, free time activities were often keptreaéter graduating from school.
The most popular activity of all was cricket folled/ by tennis, golf, reading, and walks
into the countryside. People also visited theatteace halls, night clubs, and concerts.

Cricket was a sport which received the greatestuaunof popularity not only
within England. The game was played all aroundBhgsh Empire (India, Australia,
England, West Indies). It was also very popular agngoung people and well
established classes. This game has its roots hablk ithirteenth century. It is said that:

The game seems to have originated among shephedd&aien workers in the
Weald between Kent and Sussex. Written evidencgtsexif a sport known as
creag being played by Prince Edward, the son of &dw (Longshanks), at
Newenden, Kent in 1300. (Wikipedia, Cricket 2)

Cricket was the no.1 sport at universities. It heitits popularity mainly among
university students. There were also direct linksdeen sport and further socializing.
Players usually connected the after match acts/itvgh a visit to a local pub where
they enjoyed the evening often accompanied bylfigird. Stevenson mentions:

Cricket between the wars retained its distinctitween ‘gentlemen’, the

amateur, and ‘players’, the professionals. Courdgsswere usually captained
by amateurs, separate dressing rooms for the eiiffenembers of the same side
were common, and the convention of referring tafgssionals solely by their

surnames was retained in scorecards. (Stevensgh;3BB)

Cricket has kept its uniqueness until today. Itsidl played all around the
Commonwealth countries and especially in India,iftak, New Zealand, and England.
International matches may take up to several dagistlzey are watched by millions of

television viewers.
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The growth in popularity was also noticeable innisnand golf. The roots of
now-a-days tennis are found in the Victorian peribdere were courts built all around
England. The popularity arose quickly mainly amapger classes, who could afford to
cultivate the lawn. There were also other mattersiciv affected tennis. The
development of vulcanized rubber supported the trowf tennis. Actually, once
someone owned a cultivated court, the game coufddyed. As described below:

All that was needed was a flat grass surface amahL&ennis courts became
commonplace in the rolling estates of the wealRgal tennis had always been
the domain of royalty and nobility but in Victorid&ngland the sport was soon
embraced by the upper classes. (Tennis, 1)

Tennis, lately the most popular suburban leisetiity, was organized through
the All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club basedVNimbledon. The history of
modern tennis has its beginnings in the second dfalifie nineteenth century. In that
period cricket was on its peak as a sport of upfases, but already started loosing the
grip of attention. In that period tennis startedrise, paradoxically thank to cricket.

The biggest boost for tennis however came in 18He. All England Croquet

Club, formed in 1869 had failed to attract enouggitars and in 1875 they

decided to offer Lawn Tennis as an added attracflde nhew game was an
instant success, so much so that in 1877 the nathe club was changed to the
All England Croquet and Lawn Tennis Club. (Tengis,

Tennis was also largely enjoyed by women. It watscommon that women did
any sports in the early twentieth; thank to emaatogm, they could. There were also
other supportive matters which increased tenniguparity. Radio broadcasting was
one of them. “The growth of tennis continued angl 1827 Championship saw the first
ever radio broadcast of a tennis event. This irsg@ats popularity further and in the
1930’s the game became highly fashionable.” (Terd)is

Golf was well established within the upper classnownity. It was mainly
popular for its close relationship with social graditical matters. Many players enjoyed
the game, but others only looked for establishiew musinesses. Golf also profited
from technical development of the nineteenth anehtweth century. Such development
involved especially improved conditions of ballsdaclubs. The history of the
improvement is stated in the following paragraph:

The first was the Haskell one piece rubber corddddd 900, which practically
guaranteed an extra 20 yards. Grooved-faced iragre witroduced in 1902.
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Arthur Knight introduced steel-shafted clubs in @Q9Within the space of a
decade, golfers could hit further and more acclyatean ever before using
equipment which was relatively cheaply mass-produ@olf, 1)

Once considered an upper class member, you hadrocaccar. The popularity
of modern cars reached enormous power in the Britkdes. The culture of car-
ownership supported the growth of poor busineggemeral. Garages and filling stations
were scattered everywhere. This all came hand mal kndth motorway reconstruction,
equipping the roads with road signs, traffic lighaad changing the structure of towns
in general. Motoring was a great passion for yowed-off men. To own a fast sport
car was everyone’s dream. On the other hand, nmgtgorovided a leisure activity
connected to trips to the country or simply enjgyitme “ride”. The change in the

structure of car ownership is presented in theWaihg table.

Motor Vehicles Licensed 1904 — 1948, Great Britain

Years | Private Cars& Vans | Motor cycles & mopeds | Public Transport | All Vehicles

1904 8465 0 e 5,345 17,810
1914 132,015 123,678 51,167 388,860
1924 482,356 504,367 97,479 1,316,314
1934 1,308,425 548,461 85,129 2,403,856
1948 1,960,510 559,313 127,625 3,728,432

(Halsey, 1972:280)

Car ownership also brought about some new unpléeasmtures such as
motoring offence and traffic accidents. This isatidsed by Stevenson:

It was estimated that road deaths reached 7,3@034. This was an incredibly
high number compared to the peak of the post wer Erere were 7,779 road
deaths in 1972, when there were sixteen millionamethicles on the roads
instead of two million(Stevenson, 1984:390)

This alarming situation concerning road accidenippsrted the start of
signalling system on the roads. As proposed by ®lawat: First, the programme of
road improvement took place after the WWI. Secapndds got classified as I, Il and
also numbered as Al, A2, and B1509. Third, sineeldte 1920’s traffic signals have

been installed in towns to control the situatidvioat, 1955:232)
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As stated in previous chapters, dancing attracteidtapercentage of young and
middle-aged people. Members of the upper class aamtynwere not an exception.

Jazz provided the music, the rhythm and the tenmtpough this change

frequently. At first the tango, fox-trot and walfzredominated; then the

‘shimmy’, then the slower Blues, then the Charlestmd Black Bottom, and

finally the one-step and the waltz once again. (Mip#955:215)

There were also luxury hotels and restaurants wigahsed that this would be
an opportunity to increase their profits. Therefdretels such as Savoy soon started to
provide dance floors for their visitors.

As for the drinking habits of upper class, it netmlbe mentioned that they were
different than the pre-war ones. There was monekdrg in general before the Great
War, but it changed after that. It was no more pexpior rich people to spend their free
time by drinking as it was considered inappropri&ie stated below:

The era 1921 — 1922 saw a great change in theidgriabits of the affluent
and the debut of the cocktail at the first nightbd in London. Drinking
cocktails was considered degenerate and was canfireenly to the West End
of London. Most people still retained pre-war valuleut the behaviour of “The
Bright Young Things” was written about with distadty journalists and writers
of the era. (Fashion Era, 4)

Holidays spent away from home attracted two thotisnanagerial employees.
Holidays were mainly popular with people betweeertty-five and thirty years of age,
where eight in ten people went away on holiday.lfelg 1972:548) Holidays abroad
already started to appear, but still were not gmed as often as the home ones,
especially for their cost. The group of people wdould afford holidays abroad and
enjoy sunshine entire year is represented by SamHEs Lipton. He was one of the
richest British of the inter-war years and its wedkeft his family rich until today.
Storry and Childs describe:

Leisure was originally the preserve of the uppassés. Only they had time and
the money to tramp their own grouse moors in Sndtlar sail their yachts with
professional crews at Cowes. For example, the indiist Sir Thomas Lipton
was able to finance his own Americas Cup yachtihgllenges and pay his
crews in the 1930’s. (Storry and Childs, 1997:116)

There is one group that has always been under se dlmok of the British

population. This group consists of purely “bluedrled” people. It is the aristocracy.
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The members of the aristocracy class are easiby/ tabirace their ancestors back to the
ninth century. Therefore, they sometimes appearsagerior class.

There were possibly two ways to join this classe Tinst way was to be born
into the ruling class. The second one would beioioig the title for becoming wealthy
or a hero. The aristocracy was a close and vesndtmily-related bunch of people
whose aim was to have more and more social andigablipower. For example,
engagement courting; the purpose of most residencesndon, which survived from
the nineteenth century, was to arrange proper emgegt parties. The importance of
these parties was hardly damaged by the WWI. “Theree in London 25 aristocracy
residences in 1914, but only 8 were left by 198@&ldo included social and economic
power, which was left in hands of careerists anceAocan heirs.{Inwood, 2003:644)

In general, the after-war life has changed a lobgared to a pre-war life. “The
old order had passed away, the halcyon days obrikdeged classes. The war had cut
across everything.(Mowat, 1955:201) As the families did not earn ggtounoney for
their high costing life, they had to sell theiridesces to richer entrepreneurs. “Great
estates were being broken up, great houses saidtheitowns for demolition, in the
country for conversion into schools or nursing herhéviowat, 1955:203) It is worth
mentioning that according to a newspaper articlelished in The Times 1922 under
the title “England Changing Hands”, sales of faamd were on their after-war peak and
the land was sold for only 40% — 50% of the pre-maces. The total closure of high
hospitality was done by WWII. “There was only ladgndonderry, who tried to keep
the tradition going, but she was the very last wnsurvive with the tradition until late
1960’s. (Inwood, 2003:664)

The wealth of the aristocracy often had its roaskbin the middle ages. This
means that aristocracy had to preserve its digbimcotherwise it would not be able to
survive until today. This was secured trough anaade system of schools. Therefore,
old, well established schools are said to be ontb@fnain reasons why the aristocracy
survived until the twenty-first century. On the etthand, as we are going to have a
deeper look into inter-war period, it will mainlyomcentrate on a new wave of
politicians and businessmen who penetrated intodlaiss.

First, it is necessary to understand how the ndgtnabout their elites. The

royal family was being loved by the nation and viaw disturbing matters were being
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raised about them. On the other hand, the aristgcitaelf could not enjoy much
popularity. There was no doubt that in many casasynaristocracy members gained
their wealth through the war matters. Thereforeythttracted many newspapers and
magazines and journalists took the opportunityaimment on the life of aristocracy in
printed jokes. C.L. Mowat mentions that magazinehsas:

The Tatler, Sporting, and Dramatic continued tasfeéheir readers with pictures
of titted men and women at meets of the Quorn er Ritchley, at shooting
parties, at Goodwood or Ascot, at the Eton and d¢tanmatch, at Cannes or
Biarritz. (Mowat, 1955:204)

The decrease in creation of aristocracy could Haeen noticeable from the
beginning of the 1920’s. Mowat points out:

In 1923 there were 708 lay peers, of whom 198 oter titles to
creations in Queen Victoria’s reign, forty-six teations of Edward VII, 176 to
creations by George V, since 1910. Between 19171824, four marquisates,
eight earldoms, twenty-two viscounties and sixtyrftoaronies were created.
Between 1923 and 1930 the score was one marquisesgarls, fourteen
viscounts and fifty-nine barons. (Mowat, 1955:204)

It is quite apparent that, after a seventy yearode the royal family thought
twice to appoint someone to become a member ddricracy.

Second, it would be quite interesting to demonstthe distribution of wealth
owned by the top one per cent of individuals. Tigures are provided by John
Stevenson: The wealth is expressed in land, prppstocks and shares, and other
ownership assets. In 1911 the wealth owned by te@ppercent of individuals was sixty-
nine percent, but already in 1936 it was only fiitye percent. (Steveson, 1984:330)
This was a supportive argument into hands of thdse agreed that the society started
to change. It was not only aristocracy who ownedrtiost of the country.

The national wealth of the United Kingdom in 1914swE 14,319 millions. In
1919 there were 322 persons with fortune of ovemillon.

As mentioned earlier, one had to be very lucky éocdme a member of this
class. On the other hand, the inter-war periodreffeso much space for entrepreneurs
as no other before. People who were able to takekand also had enough luck could
make a fortune and become influential not just iwith local area. The main industries

occupied by wealthy aristocracy and businessmere wealmining, engineering and
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textiles. There were also other especially consionpbnes, such as food, drink, and
tobacco businesses. As pointed out by Stevenson:

These included famous brewing dynasties such as&thenesses, Whitbreads,
Charringtons and Worthingtons, so that by 1920 3919he number of
millionaire brewers alone was equal to the numblecaiton and chemical
millionaires. Among the food manufacturers, fansilisuch as the Frys,
Cadburys, Leas and Blackwells were represented, andngst the tobacco
giants, the relations of the Bristol-based Willsily. (Stevenson, 1984:336)

There were also other families gaining power andytmainly recruited
themselves from media orientated businesses. $talso stated by Stevenson: “Alfred
Harmsworth, 1 Viscount Northcliffe. ¥ Viscount Northcliffe left a £5.2 million estate
in 1922.” (Stevenson, 336) The information about jbbs of wealthy ones is provided
by Storry and Childs:

However, most writers would put wealthy familieyatved in the control of
major banks, insurance companies, pension fundssemuks in the City of
London at the core of the modern upper class. Ttas#ies still pass on wealth
from generation to generation and enjoy a domipasttion in society.

(Storry and Childs, 1997:209)

Therefore, people were still reminded by sociest they belonged to a certain
class. It was hard for anyone to cross from ongsda the other one. On the other, once
someone received better education followed by agmork, this was possible. The
distinction between classes is also presented byrySand Childs in the following
statement:

The upper class had stately homes, aristocratikgnaonds and posh accents;
the middle class, semi-detached houses, suits@anl&bhats; the working class,
common accents, fish and chips and council flatds produced a society
divided between ‘Us’ (the workers) and ‘Them’ (thieh and the bosses).
(Storry and Childs, 1997:203)

Finally, the aristocracy has always protected itggbe and business life and let
very little to be know about it to protect its uneness and money. Therefore, all
speculative information about its life has alwayged newspapers and magazines
worldwide. This might be the reason why even nowaddl sensational photographs of

the royal family are paid gold.
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Conclusion

It is apparent that social class played an impontale in choosing social and
free-time activities in the inter-war period.

As for the general view on entertainment, it isessary to understand that, in
the inter-war period, technical change improved dqolity of services such as the
cinema and public road transport, making it easteraccess holiday resorts and
spectator sports. Incomes were not large enougmadst people to purchase cars, so the
radio and the gramophone were the only importastite consumer goods.

The middle of the nineteenth century was a timenybeople started to use the
railway to get to work. The first half of the twesth century was the period when
railways were started to be used for travellinggt@asure. The working class went to
the new seaside holiday towns. The middle classyed]the country side or smaller
seaside resorts of a more expensive kind. But &bin,kithe seaside was a place where
families could take holidays together.

Also the developed transport links, especiallyntdanks, were used by a large
number of people. Therefore, people could visivianesly deserted places. As for the
daily life, people went to the cinema, read daigwspapers, went shopping and met
each other in cafés, restaurants and pubs. Everyf@ajtad become very similar to
nowadays.

It was obvious that incomes were different betwekasses; but in general, the
average earnings of all wage—earners on full tiose by ninety-four per cent, while the
cost of living rose by seventy-five per cent. Ore thther hand, there were still
differences in what people could afford to nowaday&irchasing a car was quite an
extraordinary thing for working class people. Ag foonsumer goods, radio and
gramophone were the important leisure consumergatfdrdable for members of any
class.

Holidays also played an important role in publife las people got used to
spending more free time relaxing and the developroemost favourite places, such as
Bath and Bristol, took place. Spectator sports lmecaery popular among all classes
but already noticeable boundaries between theeadassch as the VIP restricted areas

also pointed out the difference.
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There were several factors why leisure was so popwithin the inter-war
community. First, people did not spend all theitugdays at work. Second, working
hours were shortened. Third, employees were prdvied holidays, and, despite of
higher income, they did not wish to have as manlgd@n as was common fifty years
ago. Finally, people found pleasure in leisurevatats and realised that not only work
is important for life.

There is also another factor that contributed &ogtowth of leisure itself. Radio
became widely affordable by all classes. Informrratiecame a medium which could be
passed on within seconds.

In contrast, some aspects of leisure, mainly trems®ected to hobbies around
home and domestic life, also increased in numbEngs came hand in hand with a
developed housing situation. Some people foundspleato spend more time around
their houses. On the contrary of leisure, this &éelfp set up DIY activities.

Social life during the inter-war period became vsiyilar to the life after the
WWII. With a few exceptions, people could enjoy ot picture, wireless
broadcasting, fast food restaurants, and weeképsl tiv the country. There were still
some differences which were mainly of a technical financial matter as people could
afford only some activities. In general, the int&ar period brought about the rise of
equality between the classes, which has been stremgg until today.

36



Resumeé

Tato bakalgska prace se zabyva vlivem sp@eskych tid na spoléensky Zivot
ve Velké Britanii v mezivakiném obdobi (1918 — 1938). Bakiléa prace je roztena
na gt hlavnich kapitol, ¥etns Uvodu a Zawru. Ve tech hlavnichtastech, ,Working
Class”, ,Middle Class" a ,Upper Class" jefifezitost se dozsdét o hlavnich
mimopracovnich a spalenskych aktivitach Brit v mezivaléném obdobi.

V Gvodu bakalgské prace je podrobrvylicena ekonomicko-spalenska situace
daného obdobiCten& ma moznost se seznamit se zakladnimi faktyéazacich
procesi ve Velké Britanii, které byly zakladnimi kameny oglomického uGsgchu
spolenosti jiz v gedvaléném obdobi. Poté je nastinvyvoj spol€énosti ve néstech a
na vesnicich, a tofpdevSim s ohledem na dynamicky vyvajstského Zivota. Zarovie
vSak doslo k podceni sily Britského Impéria, a toho vyuzZilyguevsim Spojené Staty
Americké, které postugnpievzali ulohu s¥tového ekonomickéhotidce. Dale je zde
podrobré nastign vyvoj nezamstnanosti ve Velké Britanii v meziv@eém obdobi a
jeji vliv na konkrétni pimyslova od¥tvi, ve kterych bylo zagstnano nejvyssSi
procento veskeré populace. V bakské praci je moznost se seznamit s€&rami ve
volebnim systému a jejich samotného vyvoje, ktemySel zasadnimi zémami, a to
praw v mezivalégném obdobi. Nemeén dilezitd otazka pracovniho rozvrstveni
obyvatelstva je v Uvodu analyzovana ze dvou pdhléa prvé, z pohledu pracovniho
zarazeni jednotlivych vrstev a jejich procentudlnilastoupeni. Za druhé, procentualni
VyVvoj zastoupeni obyvatelstva v konkrétnich oboret¥hzawru avodni casti je
vymezena klasifikace, podle niz se bude nadéiupovat k rozdeni jednotlivych
tiid.

V kazdé z nasledujicich kapitol je podrébmozvrzen procentudlni vyvoj
obyvatelstva jednotlivychiid podle pracovniho zafteni a miry vzélanosti. V tvodni
casti kapitoly ,Working Class" jsou pracujici rageny na ,Skilled”, ,Semi-skilled,
,unskilled“. Déle je zde nastém vyvoj pracovnich podminek obyvatelstva¢toohodin
stravenych v zastnani a jejich vliv na spatensky Zivot v mezivatsmém obdobi. Co
se tyka konkrétnicklinnosti pracujiciifdy, nejwtsi cast je ¥novana kopaneé, ktera se
stala doménou prévtéto vrstvy obyvatelstva. DalSim tématem je byteitdace a jeji

podrobny vyvoj s ohledem na moZznosti rekreace &itiymolnéhocasu. Pedmétem
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analyzy je také vliv restautaich zdizeni na spoleensky Zivot pracujicich. Nemé&n
duleZitou sodasti Zivota mezivatmé spolénosti byl vyvoj medii, a tofiedevsim radii.

Z tohoto divodu jsou zde zmima zakladni data jako jsou zalozeni BBC, jeho
pocateEni vysilani a vliv na spobmost. DalSim tématem je vyvoj kina, jak z hlediska
programového, tak z hlediskéstu vystavby novych kin. V neposledfad se ctend
muze podrobi seznadmit s Zivotem nezastnanych a zjpsobem, jakym travili volny
cas.

V kapitole ,Middle Class" je uvodnéast ot vénovana rozboru jednotlivych
tiéid podle pracovniho zatfeni. Nemeé# duleZitou sloZzkou spotenského Zivota je
bydleni, kterému je takéémovana jedna zasti v kapitole ,Middle Class". Jednou
z nejdilezitéjSich mimopracovnichkéinnosti této vrstvy obyvatelstva byla nawst
divadel a kin, o kterych se dozvidame v detailnfirazovani z &kolika pohled. Déle
je moznost poznat dalSi aktivity, kterym s@mevaly zejména gdni vrstvy, admi byly
kriket, rugby a golf. Tytoit sporty byly doménouiedevsim sgednich vrstev, nicmén
zasahovali i do Zivota aristokracie. Motorismukojaneoddlitelna slozka dvacatého
stoleti, se podilel vyznamnym igobem na Zivet obyvatelstva, z tohotougtodu jsou
v praci zahrnuty udaje o vyvoji cen a prodeji néjodrejSich automobil. V dalSicasti
kapitoly se dozvidamegkolik zajimavych uddj o koueni a jeho pozici ve spaleosti.

V neposledni fad® jsme seznameni se zvySujici se oblibou dovolenykteré
zaznamenaly nef¥Si nafist pra¥ v tomto obdobi, diky restrukturalizaci spotesti a
zvySenym pozadawikn pracujicich na své osobni volno.

V kapitole ,Upper Class* méten& moznost se z kraje seznamit s novymi znaky
aristokracie. RedevSim se zde dozvime o Upadku ,gentry” tstu gedevsim
kapitalistické aristokracie. Zgaa cast této kapitoly je &novana klasickym spaiin
vysSich vrstev, jakymi byly kriket, tenis a golfgich podilu na traveni volnéhtasu.
Jak jiz bylo zmigno v pedchozi kapitole, motorismus se stal netiteinou sodasti
mezivaléného Zivota. Z tohoto tvodu je zde zmimo rekolik zakladnich dat,
piedevsim s ohledem na vyvoj infrastruktury. DalSioddim této kapitoly byla stara
aristokracie, ktera se jiz nevyviji a jejitkoy sahaji do stdowku. Tato vrstva se
potykala s Upadkem spojenym se ztratou vysadniBtapeni ve spotmosti z pohledu
financniho acast&né i politického, které se postupem let nadale problalo. | fFes

tyto negativni jevy se aristokracie snazila zachevaysadni postaveni ve spabesti.
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Nastrojem pedavani tradic se stalyrguevSim ,public schools”, kteréuagtavaly
doménou nejbohatsich, a tiegevsim aristokracie.

V zawru bakaléské prace jsou zmdna vSechna relevantni zpgi, ktera
dokazuji vliv tidy na vykér spol€enskych aktivit v mezivatmém obdobi. Hlavni roli
pii vybéru spoléenskych aktivit hralaigdevsim celkoy zlepSena Zivotni Urovie ktera
umoznila lidem vice cestovat a vyuzivatijsvolny ¢as ke sportovanitaiz aktivnimu,
¢i pasivnimu. V mezivalém obdobi dale zaznamenaliist aktivity spojené
s motorismem, a torpdevsim u mow§§Si ¢asti obyvatel. Tito lidé vyuzivali automobil,
nebo motocykl k jizél za praci, nebo zdbavou. V neposlettt doslo ke zji&ni, Zze
celkova mezivakna situace dopomohla ke zrovnopr&vinvSech spolenskych itid a
zarovel, ze tento trend zrovnopraum prostupoval celym dvacatym i gakem

dvacatéeho prvniho stoleti.
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