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Abstract:

The work focuses on Jewish identity in the USAodRems connected with
immigration as well as further lives of immigrantsthe USA are presented on the
examples of two Jewish characters — David Levirsig Morris Bober from novels
The Rise of David Levinsky Abraham Cahan ankhe Assistanby Bernard Malamud,
respectively. Attention is paid to their level cfsamilation, changes in hierarchy of
values together with their approach to the traddldife style of Jewish people.

Abstrakt:

Prace se za#iuje na otadzku zidovské identity v USA. Ndiktadu dvou
Zidovskych postav Davida Levinského a Morrise Baberoméan Vzestup Davida
Levinskihood Abrahama Cahana Priruci od Bernarda Malamugsou prezentovany
problémy spojené s imigraci, spé&h s dalSim Zivotem postav v novém piesi.
Pozornost je &nhovana pedevsSim asimilaci, zémam hodnot a ifstupu k tradinimu

Zivotnimu stylu Zid.
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1 Introduction

The USA is a specific country in terms of its maudiuralism.
There are many various ethnic groups living in @A and there is a
continuous process of influencing each other. Iohsa society it is
difficult to maintain traditional identity of a dain ethnic group.
Nevertheless, the Jews represent a significanticettproup which had
influenced American public life and history of tlusuntry and at the same
time, Jewish identity survived the influence of athethnic groups.
Needless to say, there were also important changeke lifestyle of
Jewish people, too.

The aim of the paper is to give a picture of Jewmshigrants in
the USA and their identity — both, Jewish and Amremized ones. The
paper is based on the analysis of two novels andlynaf the leading
characters.

The first part of this paper concentrates on theignation issues
and the perception of the immigrants in the USAegally. There is also
classification of the immigration from different ipts of view. The
purpose of this section is to illustrate the enwmnent into which the
Jewish immigrants arrived.

The main body of the work is aimed at Jewish imutign. The
pieces of cultural background information are camedi with particular
examples from chosen literary works in order tovpgte a picture of
Jewish life and Jewish identity in the USA.

Jewish identity and its changes due to variousdivdonditions and
different environment were topics of many Jewishters. Abraham
Cahan and Bernard Malamud were writers who dedh this topic, too.
Both of them were Jews and both of them createdsbeeharacters in
their works. We chose two novels with Jewish herogbe Rise of David

Levinskyand The Assistanbn which we want to analyze Jewish identity



of the main characters — David Levinsky and Momisber and their
understanding of being a Jew.

This paper is aimed at showing different approadbea man’s
Jewishness in American society. Giving examplesnfrboth chosen
novels we want to illustrate important stages ofmigrants’ experience
and its impact on the identity of a particular persThe most important
features such as hopes and visions about the UB&,fdelings of
newcomers, changes in their everyday lives andugdaghderstanding or
misunderstanding of the American way of life, andqaestion of
assimilation are given in order to show Jewish fignn American
society and its rise or decline.

In particular, the identity of the first generatioof Jewish
immigrants is the main point we would like to conicate on. When using
the term “the first generation of immigrants” wedenstand the people
who came to the USA as immigrants from any couatipver the world.
The other term used in this work “the second germeraf immigrants”
refers to the people born in the USA whose paneste immigrants.

The first mentioned nové@lhe Rise of David Levinsky Abraham
Cahan was written in 1917. It gives a detailedysgof immigration in the
1880s and later. The other novel by Bernard Malanvad published in
1957 and deals with a character who lives in thé @8nost his whole
life. Although the reader is not given any predis®rmation about time
setting, we can suppose that the author writes tahwufirst half of the
twentieth century.

Both heroes, David Levinsky and Morris Bober, afeJewish
origin and both belong to the first generationmfigrants. But these two
facts are the only similarities between them. Wi first hero — David we
are shown around the first experiences of immigratiA complete
greenhorn and his transformation into Jewish Anagricit is the core of
the whole novel. While with the hero of Malamud®vel, we can see the
result of more than twenty years in the USA and fthal impact on a

Jewish person.



Moreover, The Assistantntroduces a relationship between two
generations of immigrants. Bober’s daughter, Hetethe personification
of hopes and attitudes of the second generatiodewfish immigration.
Furthermore, we can find many interesting featuvege observing other
characters in both mentioned novels. There arer othmigrants, other
Jews living in the USAThe Rise of David Levinskyovides us with a
picture of a clash and a pursuit between two géioeia of Jewish
immigrants and their different perception of thfe in the USA. Studying
the setting in both novels we are given an illusiraof change in values,
habits and living conditions of the Jewish Amergan



2 Reasons to Come to America

One of the most important principles for the Amaniqeople is
the fact that all people are equal and that theald@gucan not be touched
by anyone. Especially, freedom of religion and spewere the first two
areas which Americans insisted on in the Declanatb Independence.
Later, all the politicians and all the governmem®re aiming at
broadening liberties in other spheres such as lsoceconomic ones. As a
result, the land was proud to offer equal oppottesito all people. This
was the main reason why many people looked at Araesith hope in
their hearts.

In Hartz’'s opinion, American community can be ldbelas a
liberal one (Hartz, 3). As America was originallfaad where people tried
to find liberty, the newcomers did not have to faéenerican
unwillingness to give liberty to any immigrant. Thia why the USA
became a destination for many people lacking freedo opportunity to
earn money. This land seemed to be fair to anyahg@eople, except the
Indian Americans, were originally ‘immigrants’ ime land. The only
difference between them was the length of they gtare.

Probably, the most attractive feature of the USA e fact that
the people were not afraid that they would havefaie any kind of
oppression here. The idea of an ideal country w&en csupported by
experience of friends or relatives who had triegrthuck in the new world
before. They were able to live a good life, notfaufrom hunger. In
addition, some of them could financially supporeithfamilies in their
home country.

There were several reasons for coming to the nad +athe most
important of all were freedom and money. “The Uditetates” - it was
almost a symbol for Jewish people who suffered frpogroms and
persecution in their homelands. But not only Jevesewattracted to try
their fortune in the USA.



Many people decided to go to a completely newd lamd wanted
to start a new life because of economic situatiotheir country. People
from many countries all over the world arrived e tJSA with a dream of
earning money and becoming rich. Takaki lists B most important
reasons. Around 1850, the Chinese revolution leda tgreat flow of
immigrants. This was the only chance to find wask €hinese people and
the wages were incomparable with those in Chinak#ki, 191 - 193) For
some people the land was the main reason for corAingst area of soil
which was available at a reasonable price was digawmnany people’s
attention to the New Land. One of the temporaryitmgortant reasons for
trying luck in the States was the gold rush. EsgBgipeople from Asia
wanted to earn money in California. (Takaki, 12)

The tradition of liberal country and democratic teys were the
far most important for all immigrants. In other wer America offered a
second chance to all people. Even though, the imamig worked under
inconvenient conditions and had a poor accommoulastll they were
free and they had possibility to try their luck. &furse, sometimes they
did not succeed for the first time.

Hold fast, this is most necessary in America. Foyger past, your
customs, and your ideals. Select a goal and putrsui¢éh all your
might. No matter what happens to you, hold on. Ywill
experience a bad time but sooner or later you aghieve your
goal. (Smith, 258)



3 Restrictions against Immigration

America was a popular destination for many immitgaa new
tendency to prevent such huge immigration stadesttur. “Congress has
the power to decide which aliens shall be admitbetthe United States and
under what condition.” (Burns, 147)

The Americans were afraid of habits, religion armbap labour
which were connected with immigration. Smith comiseihe movement
which occurred against immigration. Groups of peogtlarted to protest
against immigration. These people pointed out tiggroof the Americans
and said that the most important is to be bornnmeAca. Their name was
related to their words — they were called nativig&mith, 297) They
protested against the immigrants who were Cathelioamely, Irish and
German. The nativists feared that with growing namtf Catholics in the
USA Vatican would be interested in controlling thieee land. In the end,
nativists did not succeed in their campaigns. Initsnwords, the
dissolution of the organization prevents them floemg able to influence
passing law against immigrants (Smiths, 297).

However, the fear of enormous immigration grew. @éding to
Burns, firstly, certain groups were stopped fronteeng the country. By
1875 a term ‘undesirable’ was used to charactesame would-be
immigrants who were not allowed to entry the USBurns, 147) Newly
arrived immigrants represented very cheap labobat Ts why the new
law - Chinese Exclusion Aatias passed in order to stop immigration of
cheap Ilabour pouring from China. This happened 8821
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ immigration_to_theUnited_States)

Smith lists the following restrictions. A set ofstactive laws
occurred within several years. These laws were @Giagainst lunatic or
illiterate people. A huge immigration wave beforedaduring the First
World War led toThe Immigration Acbf 1924. This act set a limited
number of immigrants who could be admitted; restis were aimed

especially at the eastern European nations. (S26Mh),



Furthermore, some nations were favoured in entettieg States.
Among these nations were Scandinavians or Briistey were in favour
because they were usually educated and knew theiabffanguage.
Generally, it was easier for them to find a jolysliving and assimilate.

This state of things was not changed until 1965nwaenew law
was passed. This time, it was more liberal as thetas were higher.
Furthermore, relatives, skilled people or politicalugees were preferred
in entering the USA. This law was amended sevena¢d. Each time,
there was a tendency to make entering easier gaddantaged groups
(because of their religion, race or political opimy.

President Lyndon Johnson said about the law in 19%680es
repair a very deep and painful flaw in the fabric American
justice. It corrects a cruel and enduring wronghie conduct of the
American nation. (Smith, 297)



4 Classification of Immigration
4.1 Classification According to Time

As said above, immigrants came from all over theldvd@ hey can
be divided by various factors. We can speak aboatigration from the
point of view of time. There were several huge vg&awewhich immigrants
poured into the USA. But in fact, immigrants wexing to the USA
continuously. Looking as far back as 1600s, we saeak about British
immigration. But in these days, these people aléed colonists, not
immigrants. According to Lew Smiths, this immigaati was slow but
steady (Smiths, 294). The second group of peopteargpto the New Land
in the same period was formed by Africans who wereed to become
slaves of the colonists.

In the first half of the nineteenth century, theras another wave
of immigration. This was a time of industrial argtiaultural revolution in
Europe as well as in America. As a result of theseesses, people who
had small businesses had to face bankrupts. Mamkenslost their jobs,
as the manual work was replaced by mass produictitire factories. They
hoped to find a job in the new land. Moreover, drel passed a hard
period, as the potato crop failed. Many people vsetarto death.
Immigration was seen as a chance to survive. Fasetlwho worked in
agriculture, there was opportunity to buy a pietknd and lead the same
way of living as they were used to in their homes.

One invention and its development persuaded maoypl@envho
still doubted — steamship.

Sailing across the Atlantic was dangerous. Thenewitook three

months, time sufficient for the spread of diseasecramped,

crowded holds. A steamship, however, made theirtrifen days.

The development of steamships not only reducedddmeger of

iliness, but also the price of the journey. (Smid4-295)

In the second half of the nineteenth century imamgg from
southern and eastern Europe became the leading gmoimmigration.

After the death of Alexander Il, the Russian Jevesenmassacred. There

10



were several so called pogroms in which many Jewabple lost their
lives. Nothing could have stopped them from leavhng country. America
promised them religious freedom. It representedr thision of a better
life. That is why, Jewish immigration is mentionieere. Jews represented

the largest group of newcomers of the above-meetigreriod.

4.2 Classification According to Nation

Another classification can take nationality, oisome cases, place
of origin as a distinctive feature. Listing majaationalities we will keep
chronological order.

African Americans have been the leading minorityotighout
American history. They were brought as early astha seventeenth
century. They were arriving continuously until teed of the nineteenth
century. African immigration was not voluntary. particular, it was a
slave business that has brought them to the Newd.L&he immigrants
were predominantly young men. The reason is cl€aey were settled
mainly in the South, in rural areas. They workegblastation workers and
servants.

The following significant group of newcomers waated by
Asian nations. They had to cross the Pacific. Tiatvhy they settled
mainly on the west coast. Their most common destinavas California.
The first of the Asian nations to come were then€be. They had mainly
political and economic reasons. The land — undgisBrrule — was in war,
devastated by the Opium wars or by numerous rebslliThe Chinese
wanted to escape the unsettled place. America dealized and they
believed in rich country which could give them jafd opportunity to earn
enough to support their relatives. Their stays wegally temporary. The
occupations which they could get were limited du¢heir education. The
majority of them was unskilled or illiterate. Aseth came in great
numbers, soon anti-Asian feeling among Americamsised. In the end,
these feelings led t€hinese Exclusion Aaif 1882. This law restricted

immigration on the basis of nationality of the ingmants.

11



The Chinese arrived first, and what happened tathedluenced
the reception of the Japanese, Koreans, Filipiaog,Asian Indians
as well as the Southeast Asian refugees like tegngdmese and the
Hmong. (Takaki, 7)

Hispanic immigration represents a different kinceople from
Mexico or Latin America were in a different situati In 1840s many
Mexican citizens became American citizens. It waasequence of the
American expansion in westward direction which ehde American —
Mexican war. Its goal was the annexation of Catifar Similar situation
occurred again. Now, Texas was the objective. Aesallt of all these
struggles, the American - Mexican border was mowedavour of the
USA. Many Mexican people stayed at homes but sugdérey lived in
the area of a different country. Soon, they hadhange their lifestyle.
Due to American influence, they continued to work agriculture but
many of them became ordinary labourers constructitgpads or working
in mines. As the construction of railroad movedditferent locations,
these people moved, too. As a result, they hadadpai over the country.
In contrast with other immigrants, they were nosikaassimilated.
Because of the fact that their homeland was néas insisted on their
culture and language. In comparison with otheromatithey influenced
their new land much more significantly.

Nevertheless, the Chicano experience has beenejrfigumost of
them have lived close to their homeland — a proyinthat has
helped reinforce their language, identity, andurelt (Takaki, 8)

But the highest number of immigrants is connectéth &Europe.
First of the Europeans to come were the BritiskeiTdestination was not
only the USA but states of the British dominion (@da, Australia). The
British came in many waves; in fact we can say thay were arriving
continuously. In particular, we can speak abouiganave in the first half
of the nineteenth century. “Between 1820 and 1866illion emigrated.
Most were from northern and western Europe, anthege, 750,000 were
from Great Britain.” (Smith, 294)

12



Speaking about European nations, the Irish createthrge
immigration group. They were pushed to leave thmtoved country
because of a great famine that had been causdtelfgit of potato crop.
These people did not see any other chance but to 4merica in order to
save their lives. They felt that their poverty veasesult of the British rule.
Takaki points out that the people leaving the countere predominantly
labourers, not much skilled. Many of them found kvowith the
construction of the railroads. (Takaki, 139 — 145)

The German flow to the States was constant. Theyeoaith the
first settlers in the seventeenth century and toeiyals continued. There
was another huge wave of German immigration, amecally German
Jewish immigration in the nineteenth century. Amadmgjr reasons was a
desire to be free and freely express their religibelief. Moreover, these
people had to face anti-Semitism. Due to anti-Sennéstrictions many
people had no other choice than to emigrate. “Siomest even previously
wealthy families that had had a business failurebankruptcy found
themselves forced to go to America.” (Kaplan, 101)

An available land for agriculture also attracteernth The Germans
settled even in urban areas. They were skilledtsredn and a lot of
factories were started by the German immigrants.

German Americans were employed in many urban draftes,
especially baking, carpentry, and the needle tradlesy German
Americans worked in factories founded by the newegation of

German American industrialists, such as John BaaschHenry

Lomb, who created the first American optical compdsteinway,

Knabe and Schnabel (pianos); Rockefeller (petroje@tudebaker

and Chrysler (cars); H.J. Heinz (food); and Fresderi

Weyerhaeuser (lumber). (http://memory.loc.gov)

It is essential to point out the needle trades .h&he German
Americans were skilled traders and soon they dstadll numerous
garment factories. The German immigrants were wouda because they
had emigrated sooner than Jewish people, who wecevary good at
needle crafts. They had had some capital to $tanbusiness. Later, many

Jewish immigrants found their jobs in these faet®ri
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The above mentioned nationalities created the $argeoups of
immigrants coming to the USA. There were many othenigrants from
other countries. But one large group cannot beedisin such a

classification. This group was formed by the Jewiisimigrants.
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5 Jewish Immigration

5.1 Countries of origin

Jewish people coming to the USA were mainly froms$ia,
Austria, Romania, Hungary, England and Germany.e@Gsdly, we can
speak about three main areas where the Jews came-fri.e. Russia,
Poland and Eastern Europe. Jewish people were mradotly driven to
emigrate by the feeling of oppression it their hoooeintries. The other
reason for leaving home was a great poverty. The diecided to move in
different periods. They came in so called colopiatiod (Daniels, 223) —
in the seventeenth and eighteenth century. The Jamse from the
continent and immigrated via colonies in the Casdob (Daniels, 99).

The following wave of Jewish immigration startecthe first half
of the nineteenth century. According to Danielg &erman Jews came in
order to avoid extra taxation and discriminatoiyiséation. They were, for
example, limited in choice of place to live, and nrarriages (Daniels,
156).

But the greatest number of the Jewish immigraetgah to settle
in the USA in the second half of the nineteenthtwsanand especially in
the first years of the following century. These jpleowere mainly from
Eastern Europe and from Russia. In these counthiess were also certain
limitations concerning living and working conditenTakaki summarizes
all the disadvantages they had to face in theirdnoountry. The Jews had
to live in special areas — Pales or shtetls. Thegewot allowed to move to
different places. Moreover, it was impossible foernh to own a piece of
land. They could not work in agriculture. As a fgstiney mainly lived in
urban areas. Unfortunately, many of them were ¢§yvam merchandising
and peddling. Due to limitations in mobility, thesas a great competition
among them. It was very difficult to yield suffioleamount of money for
the whole family. Furthermore, another limitatiorasvimposed on the

Jewish people in this area. They were not alloveeenter certain schools.
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All these restrictions together with organized mogs led to a huge
immigration at the beginning of the century (Tak&ki7-279).

In 1905 the outbreak of Russo-Japanese War, thetiabo
revolution of that year plus a series of pogromesed Jewish
immigration from Russia to peak in 1906 at perhdh$€,000
persons. (Daniels, 224)

The same reasons led David to the USA. As an orplidoout any
relatives he had no ties to Russia. In fact, he dvsgusted by the society
and the Gentiles who had killed his mother in oh¢heir usual attacks.
The vision of living in America was attractive foim. He had read many
letters from his neighbours’ relatives alreadyriyiin the United States.
He knew life would not be easy there but he cout help himself. He
was fascinated by the idea of living there.

The United States lured me not merely as a landildfand honey,
but also, and perhaps chiefly, as one of mysteryfaotastic
experiences, of marvellous transformations. To deaw native
place and to seek my fortune in that distant, weiodd seemed to
be just the kind of sensational adventure my h&as hankering

for. (Cahan, 22)

Bober’s reason for leaving Russia was the samecélistry could
not offer him pleasant future, therefore he toakdhance. His family was
poor and their friend had already emigrated. “Thnre poor and there
were pogroms. [...] A landsman, a friend of his [Boslefather, had sent
money for his passage.” (Malamud, 66) Soon, Mdoeber became one

of the crowd of young single immigrants in the USA.

5.2 Chain immigration

With the beginning of the twentieth century, Jewistmigration
can be described as chain immigration. It meantsitiveas the man who
had come first to the new land and only after sdme his family,
relatives or friends followed him. The first peopdetry immigration were
chiefly young men. Daniels adds statistics, “agsgally true of emigrants

16



they were young, with some seven out of ten betweerages of fourteen
and forty” (Daniels, 225).

Their followers usually settled in the same areaaddition, there
is a special term for the people from the same tmwtheir home country
— landsleit. The Jews chose mainly urban areathé&r homes. The towns
in the Northeast and Midwest were the places thegidgéd to stay in,
namely New York, Boston, Baltimore or Philadelphiaccording to
Johnson, in one period, Cincinnati had the secangekt community of
the Jewish immigrants (Johnson, 352). But the lagbencentration of the
Jewish immigrants was in New York. Living in bigban areas was a
result of their living habits in their homeland. eshwere not used to
working in agriculture and that is why towns weteit destinations.
However, there are also numerous examples of inatidgr of the whole
family. It was a typical feature of the earlier @an immigration.

While much German Jewish immigration was of farsilie
sometimes very large families, such as the first eAoan

Guggenheims who came with an even dozen childremaps

more often there was chain migration. (Daniels,)156

There is another interesting feature about the sfewmmigration.
According to Daniels forty-five per cent of the ingrants were women.
There is only one country, Ireland, which had ahbigrate of female
immigrants: fifty-five per cent (Daniels, 225). Enathese figures we can
read another typical feature of the Jewish immigrat the higher number
of females to enter the land, the lower rate afrreto their home country.
If people came to the new land only in order toneaoney, they were
predominantly single young men. But if a woman imgrated to the land,
she usually would go there to join her partnerawnify. Therefore, it was
more likely that they would not return. “There isganeral consensus
among scholars that about one Jewish immigrantwventy returned to
Europe, and some of those were sure to emigrate #afar.” (Daniels,
225) It is obvious that the Jewish immigrants weenAmerica with a clear
idea that the New Land would become their new htonéhe rest of their

lives.
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5.3 Leaving Home Country and Arrival in America

The Jewish immigrants and all immigrants generalgnt to the
USA with a hope to have a better life there. Thegnted better living
conditions not only for themselves but mainly feeit children, for further
generation. They were sure that the USA — a fred tacould give them
equal opportunities for self realization. The Angan society has the basis
in commercial sphere, in entrepreneurship. All pedave equal rights to
try their luck in any sphere of entrepreneuriahaigt And it is only up to
them how hard they will try to reach a certain ®ssc Needles to say, the
majority of immigrants to America believed in then&rican dream — in
possibility to live a good life, to be successfulwork, to have a family
and to be able to support it.

Jewish immigrants came to the new land with mangekso They
were supported by the letters which had arrivednfrtheir friends.
Sometimes, people thought the USA was a land wihenewould receive
everything very easily. “Letters full of wondersoifin emigrants already
there went the rounds of eager readers and listandil they were worn
to shreds in the process.” (Cahan, 22)

However, a decision to go to America was just airbegg of
saving money for the transportation. “The amousat thhas necessary to
take me to America loomed staggeringly large. Whees it to come
from?” (Cahan, 23)

Although Russia has access to the sea, many immsghead to go
through the whole Europe to board a ship in onthefGerman harbours.
There were several reasons for leaving from GermBayiels points out
the fact, that the voyage from Odessa was much exgensive that from
Hamburg or Bremen, and secondly, many of the Ras3eavs left the
country illegally and wanted to avoid unpleasantsspart control.
(Daniels, 225)

Overcoming all these difficulties, many Jews sudeee in

boarding the ships to the New Land. As the voyages wong, the
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passengers had much time for thinking about thesgects. Often, their
feelings were mixed. “Who can depict the feeling odé&solation,

homesickness, uncertainty, and anxiety with whictemigrant makes his
first voyage across the ocean?” (Cahan, 30) Everutipleasant crossing
of the Atlantic Ocean could not spoil immigrantsefings of amazement
when they reached the shore. “When the ship reaSlaady Hook | was

literally overcome with the beauty of the landscap€ahan, 30) The new
land promised them new opportunities. With no farragperience with

this country, their hopes were enormous. Everyttsagmed wonderful.
“The immigrant’s arrival in his new home is likesacond birth to him.”

(Cahan, 30)

The following steps of all Jewish emigrants ledhie immigration
office. Suddenly, the pleasant feelings were reglady fear and
uncertainty as the manners of immigration officersre not pleasant.
“These unfriendly voices flavoured all America with spirit of icy
inhospitality that sent a chill through my very Eb¢Cahan, 31) Leaving
the ship and entering the new world, David losesghelter and the only
place of safety — his home for several days — i@ ©n the one hand, he
was happy to be in a free land full of opportumsitier him. On the other
hand, he understood that the new land with alhgggoeople around him
would be difficult to adapt to and to find his owray there. He did not
think about losing his traditional way of life, bsmon he discovered that a
change was needed.

5.4 Housing

But the worst and most difficult was still to confédne immigrants
had to find a job and a place to stay. As manyhefrt did not have any
relatives in the country they were happy to stathienboarding houses for
immigrants. But the conditions were really poorréhelhere were also
houses with apartments but they were available talyhose with some

money.
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The five- and six-story walk-up tenements, oftethaiit hot water

and with only one toilet on a floor, were dividetta three- and

four-room apartments that were dark and often skageworkplace
as well as living quarters for families with four more children

and boarders as well. (Daniels, 226)

The immigrants had tendency to look for the peopl® had
immigrated before them. The Jewish immigrants femckogether in New
York’s Lower East Side living together with theanidsleit. The area was
overcrowded by the Jewish immigrants. Accordingtiie Library of
Congress, by the year 1900, the district was paegkiédl more than 700
people per acre, making it the most crowded neighimod on the planet
(http://memory.loc.gov). The Lower East Side wasnsthing like a
Jewish dominion. The notice boards and signs wareYiddish and
English, sometimes even in Russian. People on tieets used their
mother tongue — Yiddish. There were synagogues evtte Talmudists
said their prayers and read books. Women in the@wrtements prepared
typical Jewish meals. On the one hand, many thimdysot differ from the
ordinary life of the Jews in Eastern Europe or RusSn the other hand,
the Jews started to adapt to different conditidrth@® American life.

The Jewish families lived mainly in rented aparttsehe father
had a job; his wife usually stayed at home, loolaftgr the children. The
income of the family could have been raised by mgwwoarders. They
paid for meal and they had a place to sleep infahngly’'s apartment.
Being a boarder was suitable for single men withiamily or with a
family in his home land. This type of accommodatisas quite cheap.
Though, it had several disadvantages. Boarderdyhaver had their own
room in the flat. They slept in the kitchen or stimes with the family in
the bedroom. The apartments were not very well gmpd. They were
dark, shabby as the tenants did not possess emoaghy for repairs or
reconstructions.

David had experienced living in many different gae- usually as
a boarder. Listing all the places he had lived ae see his climbing and

falling a social ladder. “My second lodgings were exact copy of my
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first, a lounge in a kitchen serving me as a béddhan, 38) Then, losing
his job, he had experienced a hard period. “I diephe cheapest lodging-
houses on the Bowery and not infrequently in sompress-wagon.”
(Cahan, 48) His following accommodation was muctieoeHe had his
own room — not luxurious but only for himself. “low lived in a
misshapen attic room which | rented of an Irishifgnm what was then a
Gentile neighbourhood.” (Cahan, 56) With changingvork he decided
to move near to his workplace and at the same tioneave money for his
studies.

In the heart of Jewish neighbourhood | found art dtr half of
what | was paying the Irish family. Moreover, it svaa
neighbourhood where everything was cheaper thaanin other
part of New York. (Cahan, 61)

After living here for a certain period, he maderfids with Max's
family. As the family rented a fine new apartmenithwall possible
equipment — dumb-waiter, enamelled bath tube, ite@hd gas light, and
electric door bell, David got his own comfortabteom. “It was by far the
brightest, airiest, best-furnished, and neatestrti@t | had ever had all to
myself.” (Cahan, 88) Skipping several years, Daw@k rich enough to
afford having his own office which was used as lteslroom during the
high seasons (Cahan, 119).

Looking at the rise of his accommodation, we caakena parallel
with his social status which led to the change isfitientity. Beginnings
were hard, but if a person does not lose patiegnoe,does not lose his/her
job, he/she can be given reward in form of bettgnd conditions, or in
any other form. In addition, David’s last mentior@édce for sleeping was
at his work. This fact reflects the change in his. |As the work and
earning money fill the most important part of aguers life, there is not
time for other things — nor for a family life. Hisaditional Jewish identity
was changed into American pattern for which maltessues are more
important than living in accordance with the Jewtrstdition.

With the example of Morris Bober’'s accommodatiam, learn only

about one place to live. Nevertheless, the desenif his house can give
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us an idea of typical housing habits of a shopkeége houses were used
for living and working together. The shop was oa ¢nound floor and the
flat for the owner was on the first floor. Usualtirere were also flats for
tenants or single rooms for rent. Bober’s houseafdlis type. In David’s
neighbourhood, we can find such houses, too. Oniefplaces David
used to live was the following.

The house was rickety, two-storey frame structilme smallest and

oldest-looking on the block. Its ground floor wa®d as a tailoring

shop by the landlord himself. (Cahan, 62)

With the rise of the Jews from the poorest immitgaimto the
middle-class members their housing habits change#aki calls this a
second wave of Jewish migration (Takaki, 309). Mgvirom the Lower
East Side, the Jewish American people found theiv and better houses
in various neighbourhoods. They started to buy &sus Harlem,
Brooklyn or Bronx. Takaki comments this, “while was not like the
movement out of Egypt or Russia, another exodusbegsin” (Takaki,
309). These areas were less crowded, reflectedehigbcial status of
people living there, and moreover they did not hdie label of
“immigrants’ neighbourhood”.

In spite of living in such a neighbourhood, Bobenge was not
satisfied, “she had waked that morning resentirg drocer for having
dragged her, so many years ago, out of a Jewigjhlb@irhood into this”
(Malamud, 10). Her desire to live in a Jewish nbmirhood reflects her
need to go back to the traditional Jewish life andespect traditional
Jewish values. She did not like the idea of haviregAmerican identity,
she longed for the Jewish one.

5.5 Assimilation

A typical feature of Jewish immigrants was theirsgan to
become a part of the society, not to stay aside.aAsesult, these
immigrants were eager to assimilate. “Jewish imam¢g said to

themselves, ‘Don’t be a greenhorn.” (Takaki, 298)hey were different
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because of their language, dress, thinking, religiod their habits. They
did not like being called strangers, greenhornsy ttvanted to be on a
comparable level with the Americans. Therefore thdgd hard to
assimilate in all above mentioned spheres.

As | went along | heard it again and again. Som#hefpassers—by

would call me “greenhorn” in a tone of blightingigly, but these

were an exception. For the most part it was “greee’ and in a

spirit of sympathetic interest. It hurt me all tb@me. [...] “Poor

fellow! he is a green one,” these people seemeshjo “We are

not, of course. We are Americanized.” (Cahan, 33)

The Jewish immigrants to America were mainly poeogle but
with a certain skill or education. According to B&k in comparison with
the other immigrants the Jews represented a grolife@ate people who
wanted to improve their skills (Takaki, 282). A®yhcame to settle there,
not only to earn money, they soon started to feat they had to adopt
different values to survive in a different envirogmb.

First, they started with easily transformable tlsirgwith clothes,
and appearance. Later, maybe unconsciously, thesedltheir hierarchy
of values. In other words, they tried hard to get of looking and
behaving in a Jewish way. Their objective was toobge American. By
transforming they hoped to achieve two things -avoid discrimination
they had experienced in their home country. Thers@ceason was to be
able to live in a different world. As was alreadymtioned, they came
chiefly from Eastern Europe, where they lived & tmain stream. They
were at the periphery of the society. Moving toyaammically developing
country, they had to face new technologies ancewdfit civilization. The

only way to overcome it was to customize to the wewnditions.

5.5.1 Appearance

The first thing they had to change was their apgpeae. The
typical Jewish side locks, yarmulkes, clothes —tladise things made the
Jews different and easily recognisable. With thyaical appearance they
had a stigma of being immigrants, not assimilatedgreenhorns. Sooner



or later, they gave up their clothing habits. Ttehaved, wore neutral
clothes and replaced yarmulkes by hats.

David tired of being called a greenhorn on his gv&tiep was
happy to change his look. Thanks to help of a nuohn, be was
transformed into an American looking person. He tek®n to a barber
shop, then to the clothes shop and the change eealy.r To his surprise,
he was contented with his new look. He had newaudht that any change
was needed, but after it, he felt better in the rawironment.

“Give him a hair-cut and a bath,” he said to theppietor. “Cut off
his side-locks while you are at it. One may go withthem and yet
be a good Jew.” [...] It as though the hair cut amel American
clothes had changed my identity. (Cahan, 36)

The other step was shaving. The Jewish men wereused to
shaving. They wore long beards. In America, thditas was different.
Needless to say, there were many Jews who refossidalve or to change
their appearance at all. However, mainly youngenigrants did not have
any problems in changing their look.

The very clothes | wore and the very food | ate &datal effect on
my religious habits. A whole book can be writtentbe influence
of a starched collar and a necktie on a man whobr@sght up as |
was. It was inevitable that, sooner or later, Iudtidet a barber
shave my sprouting beard. (Cahan, 39)

But not only physical appearance was importantn@ea Jew
meant to have Jewish gestures, and different taialeners. These signs
were not easily changeable. It took much more tionget rid of them and
to study the American pattern. David faced sevemabarrassing situations
caused by his unawareness. One of them happereefina restaurant, “I
am afraid you’ll have to tell me what to do, Mr.t&a [...] | have never
been in such a fine restaurant in my life. | amredato death, Mr.
Eaton.”(Cahan, 90)

5.5.2 Names

The Jews were even willing to change their namesuit the

American pattern. In Takaki’'s words, “Russian —ski —vitch were
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dropped, and names like Levinsky became Levin’ gkak299). The

Jewish first names underwent transformation, toavi@s friend Max

called his wife Dvorah or Dora. She preferred tagelr one, because it
sounded more American. Moreover, she went further, daughter’s

name was too ordinary. That is why a new one apggear

Lucy is not a usual name on the East Side. It wadact, the
principal of the school who had recommended it, Datra’s
solicitation. The little girl had hitherto been leal Lizzie, the
commonplace East Side version of Leah, the Heb@wen Dora
never liked it. It did not sound American enougbr, fhere were
Lizzies or Lizas in Europe, too. Any “greenhorn’ghi bear such
a name. So she called on Lizzie's principal andedsker to
suggest some “nicer name” for her daughter. “I wanteal
American one,” she said. (Cahan, 85)
Unfortunately, there was another reason for chantamily name.
In spite of the fact that America was a land oeétem, there were anti-
Semitic feelings among the American born peopléindon adds that
there were efforts to exclude Jewish visitors froantain hotels, clubs or
other cultural institutions (Johnson, 355). Onetled waves of nativist
movement resulted intbhe Immigration Acbf 1924. As a side effect of
this movement and arousing feeling of anti-SemitiBmited number, so
callednumerus clausuglohnson, 355), for the Jewish students in Harvard
were set. Due to these restrictions some Jewisabitdnts decided to
Americanize their names hoping that their Jewisligiorwould not be

recognisable.

5.5.3 Women and their American born children

Mainly married women - mothers contributed to Amanization.
Many of them decided to stay at home with theitdrkn and took care of
them. In fact, it was a traditional family pattemthe Jewish environment.
Single women were used to working, their income wasortant for the
family budget.

The majority of these single girls worked in thergant industry.
Generally, they worked for several years to earough for their dower

and then they started a family. There was a greatber of the first
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generation immigrants among single women. Theyle&h sent by their
families in advance, and sometimes it was thewgmb earned money for
her parents’ voyage to the New Land. David met syids in one of the
factories he used to work for. He comments on drikem.
She was known to have a snug little account invinga-bank. It
was for a marriage portion she was saving [...] Ftone to time
she would give some of her money to a needy reaf®ahan, 52)
Another example of a single working woman can besrtafrom
Malamud’s novel. Helen, Bober’s daughter, gave epgians to study in
order to support her family. She had a steady jph factory and gave

almost all her money to the family, leaving a snaatiount for her needs.

Since, though, the situation was better, Morrisl tdelen that he
wanted her to keep more of her hard-earned twewgyelollars; he
said she must now keep fifteen, and if businesgedtas it was
maybe he would not need her assistance any moesh&ted so.
(Malamud, 83)

But since a woman had married, she stayed at howeli@a her
main duty — to give all care and love to the cldtdim order to bring them
up into good Jews and to run the house. Takaki cemisron this fact, “the
Jewish wife was expected to balebostean “owner of the home,” taking
care of domestic responsibilities such as prepariegls and paying bills”
(Takaki, 302). In fact, a marriage stopped her wuylactivities outside
the house.

In Easter Europe, Jewish women were seen as subhtedito
their husbands. Haumann explains that the womahéswas much more
practical that the traditional role of a man. Themwere supposed to
spend their time in the synagogues praying and atohgc themselves.
While the woman had to take care of the whole hoolsk at the same
time look after the children and in addition, to dd@le to provide money
and food for the whole family (Haumann, 127).

The American wives had the habit of staying at hame¢ going to
work, which was similar to the Jewish tradition.relethe reason was
different; it was the husband’s role to earn enofagtthe family. Wife at
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home symbolized that the family was well-off enougjat she did not

have to go to work. Soon, the difference betweenJgwish wives and the
American wives for staying at home disappearedticrga vision that the

Jewish families had the same habit for the samsorearhis was one of
the steps in climbing the social ladder. Poor Jevasnilies were settling

and assimilating quickly and their transformationtoi middle-class

families was soon visible.

Mainly thanks to women’s support, the second gdiwgraof
immigrants — American born - was ready to survivéAimerican setting
because they had been trained for that. One ahtrens of supporting the
children was enabling them to study. The new gdiveraf Jews learned
English, attended schools or various courses tabie to get a better job
and then to stand higher in the social hierarchydrticular, it was thanks
to mothers, who had enough time for the family prepared the children
for living in the land of freedom. As a result, tf@lowing generations
were more capable of living in America. Many of gexond generation of
the Jewish immigrants got an academic degree. d@ml became
professionals.” (Takaki, 304)

An example of relationship between mother and hédcwhere
education is important can be found in Cahan’s hoMere, David’s
friend and later his lover Dora belonged to thestfigeneration of
immigrants. Her daughter Lucy was American born.r Heother,
uneducated woman, even envied and was jealous wfdaeghter’s
education. She made her daughter stay at homengauoer what had been
done at school, competing in spelling with her,dieg lines from the
school reader.

Dora’s ambition to learn to read and spell Englisds a passion,
and the little girl played a more important parttie efforts she
made in this direction than Dora was willing to adifCahan, 88)

Moreover, Dora was proud that her daughter - addihdm a quite
poor family with no high social status would habe bpportunity to get

education which would not be possible for such peapher home land.
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Only rich people had possibility to provide educatifor their children.
“She was getting education, her child just like daaighter of the landlord
of the house in Russia in which Dora had grown (@&han, 85)

The new way of bringing up the second generationJ@fish
immigrants led to extension of their possibilitirghe USA but it also led
to the loss of traditional Jewish family life. Age@sult, there was a danger
of alienation between parents and children. Ulmanadds, “the
childhood of those Jews born to immigrant parenas wertainly full of
different tensions and mixed feelings” (Ulmanov&9R The clash
between two generations was caused by differemgigonditions in two
completely different societies. The second genmmatdof immigrants
wanted to live American life, which meant to breadm the traditional
family values. Ulmanova touches this point:

[...] due to completely different conditions and, sequently,
completely different degrees of assimilation, onacet an
enormous split between the generations — the fatherlonger
understand their sons, and vice versa. (Uiman®a@), 2

5.5.4 Religion

Some Jewish immigrants coming to the States wal®dox, but
the main part of the immigrants consisted of thdir@ary Jews with their
religious habits, but soon these were adjusted e American
environment.

There were synagogues established by the first demgng to
America. At first people kept their habit to go ttee synagogues often.
But as work is the most important value in the US#any of them
preferred earning money to spending time in praydrscarcely ever
visited the synagogue of the Sons of Antomir thdags,” comments
David, former scholar for whom it was a daily rosito spend several
hour there (Cahan, 84).

David left his home as a person who strongly beliein God, he
spoke to Him, he spent much time praying. At thgifr@ng of his life in

the New Land he kept his old traditions — visitisgnagogues often,
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praying, and behaving in accordance with his religBut as his stay was
longer his attitude started to changed. It almesth®ed that he did not take
his teacher’s words too much to his heart, “do fooget that there is a
God in heaven in America as well as here” (Cah8i, Phese words were
the last his Russian teacher told him before Dawil@parture.

One of the most typical examples connected witigicels habits —
Sabbath can give us the idea of assimilation anieagewish immigrants
and their integration into the American societycéling to tradition, all
Jews celebrate the Sabbath every week. To kedpattidton means not to
do anything on Saturdays. Everything has to be donériday, having the
whole Saturday for worshipping. Even Bober, a gded, stuck to the
tradition and his shop was open till late eveningroidays; on Saturdays
the shop was closed. Later, he gave up the habitnaade Saturday
normal working day. His assistant wondered that édobad not kept
traditional Jewish way of life.

First think, you don’t go to the synagogue — na@tthhave ever
seen. You don't keep your kitchen kosher and you’tdeat
kosher. You don’t even wear one of those littlecklhats like this
tailor | knew in South Chicago. He prayed threesna day. | even
hear the Mrs say you kept the store open on Jehadidays, it
makes no difference if she yells her head off. @tald, 99)

The diversion from religious habits and values Hhagbact on
identifying someone a Jew. David’'s decision notolow his Jewishness
was deliberate. As an orphan, he did not have #neily background
which would have supported his Jewish identity. ¢t®se to try the
American way of life. Bober's choice was differeBven though he did
not keep all the traditions, his identity was nbaged. He remained a
Jew and he did not think about any other possibiBober represents the
group of Jewish immigrants who agreed to the assiion but only
partially; they refused total assimilation which wid have led to the

complete loss of their Jewish identity.
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5.5.5 Change of Values

Adapting to the new environment the Jewish immitgamad to
change their way of life and mainly their hierarafyalues. The reason
is that the USA values money and economic sucdéssJewish tradition
is different; according to the Jews, most valuableducation and the
status of a man as an educated person. Such assmespected and people
look up to him and ask for his advice.

David Levinsky understood the need in changingJaikies and
soon, he changed his plans in order to become ssfatén the American
society. In Russia he belonged to the scholarsyé® a Talmudist. He
spent all his time in prayers; he read books or In&der-ending
discussions with other scholars. From letters hewkthat a man had to
work hard in America to survive. A scholar was aoprofession which
would help him to survive, “I was constantly segkinformation about
the country and the opportunities it held out toan of my type” (Cahan,
23).

He came to New York with ambitions to continue $tisdies, with
strong belief in God and with a desire not to Ibsefaith. In other words,
he did not take into account the possibility to rae his identity in the
new world. On his departure, all his friends warreh of the danger
America symbolized. ““To America’, he said. ‘Lord ithe World! But one
becomes a Gentile there.” (Cahan, 22) But he 8eed his dream of high
education to his work. He regretted giving up higadn but he hoped to
have another chance for educating himself whilestiging his business.
Even though he was a busy manufacturer, he tridéiddaime for his self
study. He kept a notebook with slang expressiohsywere difficult for
him but he wanted to sound American that is whynb&ed down all
interesting phrases he had come across.

Moreover, he read a lot. He started reading Endd®oks in order
to learn language, later we can see a change daoheih his reading —
he read to get new information from sociology, @igarn new theories.

Therefore his interest in Darwin and Spencer arbbese two scientists
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and their ideas were important for Levinsky becabseapplied their
theories on himself. The survival of the fittestéme leading concept in
his life in America. He knew that he must be tlieeét to be able to live in
and to be a part of the American society. Agred¢mghe theory of the
fittest meant denying his Jewish identity.

In contrast with Levinsky, who was flexible in asdiation, Bober
stayed with his old and traditional values. Thereravmore important
things than only earning money in his life — hiswésty. Bober believed
that being unhappy and unsuccessful was his piadgeh. What is
more, he was sure that staying a real Jew medmiue the same fate as
he had. In contrast with him, there was his neiginpbdulius Karp, who
was also a Jew. They started their lives in Amendgth the same
possibilities. But Karp gave up his traditional Jgwvalues and took
American ones instead, leaving his Jewish iderdgide. That enabled
him to become rich. He was ready to cheat; he nehagtake his chance
not thinking if it was in accordance with his reétig. He was violating the
Law which was holy for Bober. “What | worry is tolfow the Jewish
Law.” (Malamud, 99) It was not important for Bolter eat kosher food;
what was essential was to stay good and honestdpl@ This meant to
keep the Law and to be a good Jew. However, thaabtigs were not
sustainable for those who wanted to fit the Amerisaciety.

Looking at the change of values it is importantmention the
traditional status of woman in a family. Thanksagsimilation, women’s
role changed significantly. In particular, thereswa traditional approach
to marriages. A single woman had to obey her parelgcision who to
marry. The deal between two families was made witl@king the matter
of love between the couple into consideration waeréhe American
society did not have such a scheme. The women tinenfirst generation
of immigrants had experienced such dealing aboeir tmarriages.
Therefore they did not want to let this happerh&rtdaughters, too. Dora
dreamt of her daughter’s future, “she shall mahg toved one of her
heart; she shall not be buried alive as her mathst (Cahan, 105).
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5.5.6 Education

The Jews hoped to start a new and better lifeenudBA. But they
were limited by their education. Most of them hadlygooor knowledge of
English. On the one hand, many of them had only afteducation which
was not efficient for getting a well paid job. Qretother hand, Jews were
well-known for their willingness to improve theireaknesses concerning
education. Daniels adds, “the enthusiasm with whitlost Jews
participated in American education is one of théniarks of American
Jewish history” (Daniels, 229). However, this fexcvalid only for the first
generation of immigrants. The following generatiaich grew up in the
New Land, got different education and became litgetrand skilled for
various professions.

Education was seen as a symbol of a better life.cc&gd people
were admired by those with poor education. Manyhef first generation
immigrants wanted to get education if not for thelmss then at least for
their children. They put much of their earning®ispecial accounts which
were opened for this reason. People with betteicatchn, with better
knowledge of English and with non-Yiddish accentevenost likely to get
a well paid job or simply to be recognized as nogeghorns to the land.
With the leading character of Cahan’s noVkke Rise of David Levinsky,
is very true. He came as a literate person, a Tdistuout he felt to be a
stranger to a new land. Firstly, his appearance wemly Jewish.
Furthermore, he knew some English expressions wihiere used even in
his homeland, but it was not enough to survivehenWSA. Therefore, one
of his objectives was to learn English as well tihatould not be easy to
recognize his origin. That is why he enrolled ipublic evening school.
Soon he became the best student in the classelithér liked him and
David was full of enthusiasm and eagerness to ldertanguage.

Yet, | would hang on his lips, striving to memorigeery English
word | could catch and watching intently, not ohlg enunciation,
but also his gestures, manners, and mannerismscaegting it all
as part and parcel of the American way of speakii@ahan, 43)
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David understood the importance of using the dadfithnguage of
his new home country. English was only the meartsariurther plans. He
decided to get education. His whole hard work wedighted to his dream.
He wanted to save enough money to study at a libbot and then he
wanted to try the entrance examination for the ewsivy studies, “the
image of the cloak-operator reading books and taymoney for a college
education haunted me” (Cahan, 51).

The education symbolized a possibility to changenamigrant’s
status in the society. With better knowledge of I&hgand with a
particular skill or specialization it was easierdiart living in different,
non-immigrant environment.

Unfortunately, some people did not have time fdrosts, because
they worked whole days to support their familiesl &m enable education
for their children. It was the reason why Morrigl dhiot succeed in being a
wealthy grocer. “Without education you are lost.][Don’t do what |
did.” (Malamud, 68)

To sum up, education was seen as an importanbparman’s life.
In fact, education was a means in gaining a bptisition in the society. It
was important for orthodox Jews as well as for ¢hagho adopted

American values.

5.5.7 Leisure Time

The Jews were spread in the USA. However, theytéradiency to
meet. That is why they lived in the same neighboods together with
their landsleit. “The Jews began to establish dmgdions and create
community.” (Takaki, 285) The existence of the coummity was
important in terms of supporting Jewish identityutBthere were
drawbacks, too. Being a part of the Jewish commguméant to stand
aside from the American one; in other words, taifferent.

They founded synagogues for the people from thilr mme.
There were Jewish theatres that performed playsddish for those who
had not learned English. There were also famowssend actresses who
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were admired by their audience. Going to the tkedilonged to a
favourite way of spending free time.

Jack Mindels was a devotee of Madam Klesmer, tlaelihg

Jewish actress of that period, which, by the wags \ractically

opening chapter in the interesting history of thed¥sh stage in

America. (Cahan, 54)

In ordinary days Jewish immigrants spent theirustime in
parks. Going to park was popular among both poopleeand rich ones,
who could parade there their wealth in showing rthelbthing or
demonstrating higher manners. As the Jewish qsanere crowded even
the parks were full of people.

The benches in the little park were for the most pacupied by

housewives or servant girls who sat gossiping amfrof baby-

carriages, amid the noise of romping children. Hamd there an
elderly man sat smoking his pipe broodingly. (Cal&4)

Jewish people soon took over the American patterrspending
free time. As their wealth grew, they could afftochave a holiday and to
show off. One of the most favourite destinationsrevéhe Catskill
Mountains. People spent their weekends or holiddysre. The
holidaymakers were from the middle class. Theiaficial situation was
good enough to afford such a holiday. They belongethe people who
were ready to give up traditional Jewish way o# l#nd to replace it by
the American pattern. Cahan depicts this new htdnt,

The bulk of the boarders at the Rigi Kulm was mageof [...]
people who had blossomed out into nabobs in theseof the last
few years. The crowd was ablaze with diamonds,tpdicheeks,
and bright-colored silks. It was a babel of blataself-
consciousness, a miniature of the parvenu smugglet had
spread like wild-fire over the country after a periof need and
low spirits. (Cahan, 141)

The unpleasant description of the visitors expies$ise change of
many Jewish immigrants. As they settled in the USAJ established a
good business there, their traditional values dadstyle were replaced by

the American values and habits. Their Jewish itientas denied. They

did not like to have any signs of their Jewishness.



But there were still poor people or newly arrivegmigrants who
did not belong to the middle class. These people Wkely to keep their
traditions together with a typical life of Jews.€eBe people were blue-
collar workers from numerous factories; or they eveimply poor. Their
leisure time was devoted to family, religion, andthe evenings some of
them attended various courses or went to the ybfaespite living in a
new environment they still kept their traditionglpaoach to their identity.
They were Jews and they were not ashamed to expr&ge can take the
character of Helen, Bober’s daughter, as an exangtle was American
with Jewish parents. She bore all typical featwfethe second generation
of immigrants. Although she longed for educatioettér housing and she
could imagine marrying a goy — not a Jew, she aiddeny her Jewish
origin and Jewish identity. In fact, she was prtuthe a Jewess:

Although she had only loosely been brought up aisleshe felt

loyal to the Jews, [...] loved them as a people; ¢gmbwvith pride

of herself as one of them. (Malamud, 105)

David Levinsky was a complete opposite. His imagd desire
were to be American having American values. Unfaately, his choice
led him to the crisis of identity. He understoodattthe was neither
American nor Jewish. He became alienated. Strounngarizes
Levinsky’s life:

Levinsky achieves his economic triumphs in the Néwvk ready-

made clothing industry at the price of feeling madited from his
Russian-Jewish identity as a Talmudic student; @n@n atheistic
believer in Herber Spencer’'s Darwinism, he keep®uth with the
memory of his earlier Talmudic self only by givimgoney to a
synagogue and making the intellectual effort tbhed story in such
full detail. (Strout, 60)

5.6 Typical Jobs

5.6.1 Peddling

One of the most typical activities of the Jewishmigrant was
peddling. This kind of work was brought from thbBwmme countries. The

business was done by men, who did not possess manBy. It was not



difficult to start such a way of living. A man nestla basket or a push-
cart, some goods — usually of not high quality othwa shade of
exoticness. Most often these people sold smallit@pglasses, shoe laces,
collars, buttons, handkerchiefs or other accessa® notions. Others
offered grocery products or even services. Peddiwas so popular
because it provided some kind of freedom in consparwith other jobs in
factories or in shops.

As a boy, always running in the muddy, rutted s&e¢ the village,

or across the fields, or bathing with the othersmythe river; but

as a man, in America, he rarely saw the sky. Indhdier days

when he drew a horse and wagon, yes, but not siisciérst store.

In a store you are entombed. (Malamud, 9)

It was also possible for those who had just arrived the USA.
With a little or almost no money, one could stars tousiness. As Takaki
says, “the Jewish peddler soon became a figureewfish American
folklore” (Takaki, 286). A peddler could make hisrthfortune and
sometimes, peddling was just a staring point fatilgaa small shop. That
is why there was a great competition among ped@dadsa man had to
have a sort of sense of trade. Then he was abéelteenough goods to
have money for his living. Cahan expresses the sdese

| rented a push-cart and tried to sell remnantdre$s-goods, linen,
oil-cloth. This turned out somewhat better tharkeapeddling; but
| was one of the common herd in this branch of litheiness as
well. (Cahan, 37)

Even though peddling could bring only a small sunmoney, it
was still more than people were used to gettinth@r homeland for the
same job. However, the negative was the fact tiegt had to wander long
hours, sometimes as many as sixteen hours a daarto a couple of

dollars.

5.6.2 Retail shop

The following step in a man’s career in businedsesp was to
rent a shop. Daniels gives basic facts about re¢ailor. There was a great

number of retailers. They usually stayed in the&ighbourhood and their
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customers were also immigrants from the same quéDaniels, 227) The
Jewish shop-keepers specialized in having grodeops liquor shops or
delicatessen. They cooperated with the Jewish mrpplho brought them
goods directly to their shops.

Some of these shops were prosperous; some didugsoéed in
tough competition. In Malamud’s novel, we can fiexbmples of both —
profitable and loss making stores. Unfortunatelgb&’s shop falls into to
the second group.

When he had first bought the grocery it was alhtidgor the

neighbourhood; it had got worse as the neighbowthued. Yet

even a year ago, staying open seven days a wedsersihours a

day, he could still eke out a living. What kindlieing? — a living;

you lived. Now, though he toiled the same hard bolie was close

to bankruptcy his patience torn. (Malamud, 13)

After reading some parts of Malamud’s novel, thader may not
be surprised to find out that Bober's shop is nobsperous. The
description of an old shabby and dark place do¢se®m to be attractive
for any customer. The never-ending hesitation wbatlo and how to
change the state of things leads to the loss ehtdj and decline of the
shop together with its owner.

The other group is represented by another Jewisipkseper -
Julius Karp. From Bober’s point of view, this maande successful in any
business he decides to start. He is, in contrabkt Morris, lucky. Karp has
a shop with liqguors and he owns several housess Tharacter is an
excellent example of economic success. Karp simaplypted American

manners and they brought him reward.

5.6.3 Garment industry

Many Jewish immigrants found their jobs in the ganinindustry.
There were several reasons for that. Firstly, taemgnt industry was
expanding at that time. Takaki explains the reasbiesv machines were
used in order to speed up the production of clothe@song them, there
were sewing machines by Singer, machines for makiolgs, cutting

knives, which allowed cutting more items at the edime. (Takaki, 288)
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Moreover, original hand-made clothes were too egpenand the
production was limited. In order to meet the makdemand the garment
industry had to reform the system of production.a$nailor business
started to transform into manufacturing factoryetBeen 1880 and 1890,
the number of men’s clothing factories doubled fr@86 to 1,554, and
women’s cloak factories tripled from 236 to 740rakaki, 288)

Such a factory had many advantages. The most ianontas the
fact that the production was much faster and chedpe workers did not
have to be skilled tailors to be able to work ire tharment industry
because of the fact that the tailoring of a pieicgaosment was divided into
several steps. Even an unskilled worker could le@mrnwork with a
machine and after a short training and with a stipien of the foreman he
was able to perform his/her step in the productibhere were many
specialized jobs in this field.

According to historian Susan A. Glen there weresjgich as
sleeve making, body makers, closers, sleeve setieirs makers,
belt makers, joiners (join skirt and waist) henctérs, tuckers,
hemmers, lace runners, trimmers, binders, butt@enhobkers,
buttonhole markers, button setters, collar maketdf makers,
collar setters, machine embroiderers. (Takaki, 290}

David was of those who were not trained for tailgri His first
steps in the garment industry were connected witiiking under the
operator, who was skilled in the craft. Howeverempors were still less
than real tailors. The operators’ jobs were eamne they were paid less;
while the tailors worked on more complicated desigmd their wages
were higher. Moreover, working in garment industrgant to work really
hard for several months and to save money forithe when the business
was idle. The garment trade was based on seasons.

All the work of the year is crowded into two sheeasons of three
and two months, respectively, during which onecigarn enough
to last him twelve months (only sample-makers, tgghde tailors

like Gileston, were kept busy throughout the ye@ahan, 51)

Both, Takaki and Daniels agree that the workingdaons of the
Jewish immigrants in those factories were not fatisry. People worked
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in a hurry, under continuous stress and observatidhe foremen. There
was only little space for each employee. The warkre were hot without
sufficient airing. The workers wages were basedhentask system. This
system led to high speed of work because the mieeep were finished
the higher wage was given to the worker. High spgad advantageous
for the owners of the company, not for the emplsye&’orking under

stress and at a high speed caused many injuriekaki, 290, Daniels,

227)

The working conditions as well as the pay of thekeos were
poor. A single worker could not do anything abous/lrer wage.
Moreover, these people were lucky to have a jolordter to improve their
situation, they had the only possibility. They &tdrto form unions under
which protection they had better status and thegweady to dictate their
conditions to the employees. On the other sideretheere the
manufacturers, owners of the companies who beli@vedeir superiority
in this situation. Smith speaks about this poitiipe who owned factories
and railroads believed that only they had the righdetermine the wages”
(Smith, 274). As a result, many violent situatiamsl strikes occurred.

David experienced strike many times. First, he wasdue-collar
worker and the union was pushing him not to go towkwnot to be a
traitor. In fact, he was not interested in beingha union. Apart from this,
he was happy to have a job and to make a slighwtgron his career. He
became an inside man which meant that he was dglaheugh to work on
his own, without supervision.

A new kind of Public Opinion had suddenly sprungamong the

cloak-makers; a man who did not belong to the umias a traitor,

worse than an apostate, worse than the worst wiireais. (Cahan,

60)

Furthermore, when he became a successful manufacthe
developed a complex system of cheating the unidfici@lly, he was a
part of the union. But he was pretending to keep uhion’s rules. His
system was one of many means by which he gainedda#th. Of course,

such a way of leading a business was not in acnoedaith the Jewish
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Law, which orthodox Jews or Bober obeyed. This veasvay only
Americanized people were ready to use.

The results of the strikes were not always sucokssfterms of
gaining the goals of the strike. But we can seesitipe effect of these
movements. The workers, and of course, the Jewistkess, too were
united and they did not stand in the society asigrants with no rights.
In particular, they started to behave in the Ansriavay. They were

fighting for their rights like ordinary Americantiaens.
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6 Conclusion

The Jewish immigrants chose the USA as their setmmde for
many reasons. The strongest advantage was the éanedream about
which they knew from letters supporting them tovkedheir poor home
land. The American dream represented all things Jées could only
dream of in their home country. In Burns’ wordsg tiSA offered them,
“peace, prosperity, personal ownership of propggrsonal liberty, and
the overriding belief that one is free to achievy goal, to accumulate
material wealth, to live in any life style” (Burng47). Such a land was
incomparably better than the land they came from.

The first generation of Jewish immigrants was trestimportant
and influential for most Jews living in the USA. &first generation with
their typical jobs, housing habits and family vauset the standard for
following generations and enabled to improve liviognditions of this
ethnic group. The Jews came to the New Land akersetind wanted to
fulfil their American dream there. Thanks to hardrivand enthusiasm to
find there a new home they have succeeded.

Their power was in their strong desire to find avrieome in the
USA. Moreover, there was another fact speakingfem. The enormous
number of immigrants influenced the American sgcaten though many
of the newcomers were ready to assimilate, to tggkthe American habits
and values. With the transformation from poor haselimmigrants to
middle class American citizens the Jews have be#inenced by the
American society and at the same time, the Amergagiety has been
changed thanks to them.

On the one hand, there were numerous examplesswhition
and adopting American values. Here, the traditialalish identity was
weakened in favour of the stronger, American onkis Tfact can be
supported by Biale’s comment.

[...] the more the Jews succeeded in entering Amersiety,
the less they may identify with collective Jewisbues and the less
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they may be inclined to use their position to fartispecifically

Jewish interests. (Biale, 183)

On the other hand, the Jewish immigrants came terfa with
habits and opinions which had an impact on the Agaarsociety. As the
Jewish immigrants became successful, they were misiige. Thanks to
their wealth and social status, they were ablentluence the public and
political life of their new country. They faced adiscrimination and anti-
Semitic feelings but they fought against these sigmd they were
successful.

The character of David Levinsky brings both, exaaplof
assimilation and changes in values that suits Acaarneeds and a desire
to go back to traditional Jewish life which Daviddhlived in Antomir,
Russia. The development of David's character gaesn ftraditional
picture of a Talmudist, changes into a successfidinessman with
American appearance and behaviour. And finallyfihds out that only
the return to traditions and to his Jewisness cangthim satisfaction and
peace to his soul.

The other character — Morris Bober is a differerareple. He
decides to remain a good Jew, keeping all his ticadi. He can not see
any other way of living even though his approactansethat he can not be
successful in American environment. His honest,epuaharacteristic
features do not allow him to gain wealth. Moreoves, tragic fate is taken
over by his assistant - his follower. Frank Alpmétansformation into a
Jew expresses Malamud'’s vision that any personingasertain values

and suffering in the world due to having such feadican be a Jew.
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Resumé

Prace se za#iuje na otadzku zidovskeé identity v USA. N#je
jsou poodhalena fakta souvisejici s imigraci do UBrace uvadiiodzody,
pro¢ se dana zeénstala oblibenou destinaci mnoha emigiadte zde
nastikn rovrez postoj americké spaleosti Vici otazkam spojenym
s imigraci. Velké imigréni viny do USA zfisobily nevoli americkych
obc¢ani, ktera vyustila wadu opateni omezujicichifliv dalSich imigrani
do zens.

Vzhledem k faktu, Ze jsou Spojené staty americkdtikolturni
zemi, je jasné, Ze se jednotliva etnika podilelafarenovani americké
spole&nosti a zarovie byly tyto menSiny nucenyipusobit se novym
podminkdm. Proto jeéast prace &novana téz klasifikaci imigrace, ktera
mé [inést obraz zet do které se Zidé rozhodli uchylit. Imigrace byva
klasicky¢lenéna dlecasového hlediska, ktera tato prace taiédsi. DalSi
moznosti je roz#leni imigrace dle narodnosti. V tomto atiehi jsou
uvadny nejvyznamgyjSi narodnostni skupiny, kterééhp vyrazny vliv na
formovani americké spaigosti.

Samostatnou kapitolu a zardvéadro celé prace tvd Zidovska
imigrace. Ta nerive byt z#azena do klasického roddni dle zem
pavodu imigrant, neba@ Zidé nendli vlastni Gzemi a Zili na Gzemi
raiznych stai. Oblasti, ze kterych imigrovali byly Rusko, Rakkas
Mad'arsko, Nmecko a Polsko. Prace se zdmje na imigraci v druhé
polovirg 19. stoleti, kdy se Zidé snazili uprchnoieg pogromy, které na
nich a jejich majetku byly pachanygalevsim v Rusku.

Prace je postavena na kombinaci fakiskanych se sekundarni
literatury a analyzy dvou romanrespektive postav a jejich zkuSenosti
s imigraci a Zivotem v jiné spd@leosti, nez ve které se narodily. Jedna se o
romany dvou Zidovskych spisovaielAbrahama Cahana a Bernarda
Malamuda a jejich romdinvzestup Davida LevinskéhoPriruci.

Ok¢ hlavni postavy jsou specifické v tom, jak se staviastnimu

Zidovstvi. Jejich postoje jsou odliSné v tom, jak lsrdinové rozhodli
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vyporadat se se svymipodem. David Levinsky reprezentuje skupinu lidi,
kteti se dokéazali vzdat sveho tradiho Zivota, Zebcku hodnot a nakonec
se odklonili i od své viry. bvodem bylo to, Ze si wdomili, Ze nemohou
Zit v americké spot@mosti svym starym traéiim zpisobem a zarovebyt
schopni vybudovat si novy Zivot, splnit siugvamericky sen — byt
svobodni, usgsni a mit moznost seberealizace. Tento odklon daviké
identity ale vede u Davida ke krizi. Sam sBdemuje, Ze neni ani Zidem,
ani nepati k americké spolaosti. Jeho odcizeni a adaptace na americké
prostedi mu sice finesly pracovni usfeh, ale citi se sam. Nema zazemi
ani rodinu, do které by pdlt Tak se ve svyclttyiiceti letech pokousi
navazat styky s zidovskym préstim, snazi se ziskat &p pocit
sounalezitosti.

Druhym hrdinou je naopak muz, ktery si svého Zitdvsazi a
vzdat se ho nechce. Americka sgolest je pro 8 jen okolim, které ho
sice ovliviuje v mnoha serech, ale pesto se snazi dodrzet Zidovsky
zékon a nezfmit to hlavni, co hogini Zidem. Jeho postoj sice vede
k tragédii, ale on si sebe vazi. Jeho identita leelyrtnéna je kwvli
swtskym wcem, jakymi jsou majetek a Gsgh.

Zidovskéa identita je ti@na a formovanaipdevdim tradnim
zpisobem Zivota, hodnotami, které Zidé vyznavaji, spsldalSimi
faktory, kterécini Zida odlinym od jinych etnik. Tato prace sea&in
zachytit, jak se Zidé vyrovnali se svymi trémiimi postoji, jakou miru
asimilace byly ochotni podstoupit. Dotykdme sedtdzek vzhledu, zém
jmen, tradtniho postaveni Zen v rodim jejich vliv na dalSi generaci.
Zminéna je i otazka nabozenstvi azného pistupu ke aini Judaismu
v nové zemi. Dlezitou otazkou je z#ma hodnot. Americkd spaleost
uznava jiné hodnoty neZ jsou tradii Zidovské. Jedinou spdleou
vyznamnou shodu v prioritachrqaistavuje vzélani, kterému je &novan
samostatny oddil.

Spolu s delsim pobytem Zidv USA je viditelny jejich pokrok a
mira gizpusobivosti. Tim, Ze byly schopni asimilace, se mrogzich stali

aspsnymi a tudiz i viditelnymi. Zidé se posunuli zmi&gi socialniiidy
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do stedni tidy. Jejich vzestup je ovSsem provazen Emou hodnot a to ne
vzdy k lepSimu. Jejich postoje se odrazeji i véustiyaveni volnéh@asu a
tomu, jaka zarstnani tradiné zastavaji.

Zawrem lze tedyrici, Ze ol cesty — Davidova i Morrisova &ty
své kladné i zaporné stranky. Uplna asimilace ariktsi dodrzovani
tradicnich posta) nemiZze pinést pocit spokojenosti a moznosti Zit
v novém progedi. Jedisa kombinaci obou istupi je mozné vyrovnat se

s obojim — svym zidovstvim a novym domovem — Anmauik

45



Bibliography:

Biale, David._ Power and Powerlessness in JewistorjisNew York:
Schocken Books, 1987.

Cahan, Abraham. The Rise of David Levinskyreb. 2006.
< http://www.eldritchpress.orgahan/rdl.htm>.

Daniels, Roger. Coming to Ameriddew York: HarperPerenial, 1990.
Donlan, Leni. “The Lower East SideB8 Sept. 2004.
< http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/golihtmI>.

Donlan, Leni._“Urban Germans8 Sept. 2004.

<http://memory.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/gen@adntmi>.
Hartz, Louis. The Liberal Tradition in Americllew York: A Harvest
Book, 1991.
Haumann, Heiko. Bliny vychodnich Zid. Olomouc: Votobia, 1997.

Johnson, Paul. &iny Zidovského narod&evnice: Rozmluvy, 1995.

Kaplan, Marion A, Jewish Daily Life in Germany, 851945 New York:
OUP, 2005.
“Laws concerning immigration and naturalizatiods May 2006.

<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_to_the ed_States>
Malamud, Bernard. The Assistaihtew York: The New American
Library, 1964.
Smith, Lew._ The American DrearGlenview: Scot, Foresman and

Company, 1980.

Strout, Cushing. Making American Traditiadew Brunswick and

London: Rutgers University Press, 1990.
Takaki, Ronald. A Different MirrarBoston: Little, Brown and Company,
1993.

Ulmanova, Hana. “American Jewish Literature.” ltees on American

literature Prague: Karolinum, 2002. 254 - 267

46



UDAJE PRO KNIHOVNICKOU DATABAZI

Nazev prace

Jewish Identity in American Fiction

Autor prace

HanaCabelova

Obor

Anglicky jazyk pro hospodékou praxi

Rok obhajoby

2006

Vedouci prace

Mgr. Sarka Bubikova, Ph.D.

Anotace

Prace se za#iuje na otazku Zidovské identity
problematiku imigrace v USA. Natigladech Zidovskyc
postav z romainVzestup Davida Levinskélod Abraham:
Cahana a Priru¢ci od Bernarda Malamuda js
prezentovany znaky zidovskeé identity, asimilacepaalce

na nové progedi.

=)

D

Kli éova slova

Jewish literature, American Jew, Jewish identigyyidh

immigration, assimilation

a7



